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India‘s wildlife has been facing an existential crisis. On one hand their habitat is usurped by 

Government for infrastructure creation and industrial promotion and on the other hand the 

remain few wildlife are hunted down by people. 

While there are poaching communities and syndicates thriving on selling wildlife body parts 

and skin, there is also the stone age atavistic psyche of killing wildlife to prove ones manhood 

and that psyche is still common in todays generation. So this later category of people kill for 

fun. 

These trigger happy hunters create one pretext or other to get license to kill wildlife. They de-

clare wild animals as vermin and then go on jeeps and fire at wildlife and then pose for photos 

- like the British used to do in earlier era – with their leg on the animal, to show the victor and 

the vanquished. These photos will help in telling tales over their favourite intoxicants to select 

group of people. 

And there is also a sub-group of people who think they can sneak in and kill wildlife and noth-

ing will happen to them. And this category has a huge impact in shaping the psyche against 

wildlife. 

Several Hindi filmstars belong to this category. One of them is Salman Khan, who has a mas-

sive fan following, and who killed two blackbucks 20 years ago while shooting a film on the 
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outskirts of Jodhpur in Rajasthan. It was to his ill luck that the Bishnoi community revere 

wildlife and protect them with all their might. So immediately after the crime was committed 

the villagers had apprehended the culprits. However, proving the crime took two post-

mortems and analysis by CCMB (Centre for Molecular Biology) to prove that the exhumed 

remains belong to blackbuck and 20 long years. 

Indian legal system is creaking and groaning and slowly moving along under the weight of mil-

lions of pending cases. However, even in this system 20 years for conviction is a very long 

time. It normally doesn‘t take such a long time for justice to be delivered and this was primari-

ly due to the influential nature of the celebrity criminal. Even the doctor who did the post-

mortem and tried to coverup and passoff the crime as routine deaths due to dogs and falling in 

ditch has himself passed away. Some witnesses have also died. 

In another such case a celebrity cricketer Mansoor Ali Khan Pataudi was caught killing a 

blackbuck and was arrested. He died before being convicted. It may come as no coincidence 

that he was the father of Saif Ali Khan who was with Salman Khan when he killed the black-

bucks. However, Saif Ali Khan and others were released even though they were accomplice in 

the crime. Don‘t we arrest a person who has entered a forest along with a woodcutter? Any 

villager accompanying a poacher for killing animals by using snares, bow and arrows, poison-

ing or guns is routinely apprehended and convicted. So for some strange reason celebrity ac-

complices of Salman Khan in his blackbuck shoot like Saif Ali Khan, Neelam, Tabu were not 

convicted. This may be one of the few rare instances when law has become lenient to accom-

plices. 

Salman Khan has been convicted in other cases which moved at a slow pace. He was convicted 

on a hit and run case where in an inebriated condition he ran over his SUV on people sleeping 

on the pavement in Mumbai. One of them died. That case took 13 years for conviction and 

then immediately he got bail and the verdict was overturned by a single judge in High Court. 

Why can‘t Government create fast track special courts with daily hearings to immediately clear 

all the backlog wildlife cases as well as complete each new wildlife case within 15 days? These 

days some of the rape cases are being tried out in fast track courts and conviction is fast. 

Ofcourse, after this conviction the convicted can approach higher courts. However, the initial 

conviction is fast. Whereas powerful people like Salman Khan can still keep on approaching 

the highcourts and supreme court but for many people the fast conviction would be a massive 

deterrence. At the moment several wildlife NGOs are doing their best to help the prosecution. 

However, despite all good intentions and hardwork the result is conviction only after 20 years 

for Salman Khan. So if the Government has any intention of saving wildlife then it has to im-

mediately work towards fasttrack wildlife crime prosecution. 
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More than the slow pace of the cases, which people now have realised is increasingly becoming the new normal, it is the atti-

tude of people towards the conviction of the celebrity which is alarming. 

Fans of the celebrity as well as people in the film industry and media are over sympathetic and want him to be released. 

Sample some of the ridiculous arguments: 

Siddharth Basu, Quiz master in quizzes like Kaun Banega Crorepati and other productions wanted Salman Khan to undergo 

active animal welfare and community service instead of jail. ―I believe active animal welfare & community service by a pub-

lic figure sets a far better example to society than singling someone out for harsh retributive punishment simply because 

"people look up to him", or gossip & speculation anyway condemns him as a "habitual offender". Rajdeep Sardesai too be-

lieves community service is better than jail and even responded to Siddharth Basu by saying ―great minds think alike‖. 

Whether it is great minds or lack of ethics or lack of spine to stand upto a celebrity needs to be ascertained. Nevertheless, 

the common man is left wondering as to why celebrities need to be treated with kid gloves for heinous crimes whereas com-

mon man would have not got bail in such cases. 

Some felt that Salman Khan should be released because he is doing charity. Noted actress of yesteryears and Member of 

Parliament Jaya Bacchhan said ―I feel bad. He should be given relief. He has done a lot of humanitarian work‖. It is to be 

noted that Salman Khan started doing his charity work in association with an NGO to alter his image after running over and 

killing people sleeping in the pavement. Now people are using the pretext of his humanitarian work to save him from being 

jailed for his criminal acts. Wonder why Dawood Ibrahim the infamous underworld don is not doing charity work in India. 

There were also people who talked about why Salman Khan, a man who is doing charity work, is being punished for killing 

blackbucks. With Salman Khan in jail his charity work may suffer and consequently people will suffer. Is the life of wild ani-

mals more important than human life? 

Till date we have been prioritising human life over all other life forms. Our narrow interests hold precedence over the wel-

fare of other species. Many species have been obliterated from the face of the earth to satisfy our greed. And this is continu-

ing even till date. The Government has been destroying pristine wilderness places and ecologically fragile wild lands at the 

altar of infrastructure creation, which it terms as development. Even when it has been proved that a project is ecologically 

disastrous, the Government justifies continuing it in the name of huge amount of money already sunk in the project. 

It is very important to educate people that our projects which don‘t take into consideration the ecological impact is ultimate-

ly harmful for mankind. Each species on earth is intricately linked and when we destroy this balance in the ecosystem by 

selectively destroying certain species and their habitat, the world becomes a bit inferior place for human survival in the long 

run. 

Rajinikanth, a filmstar and celebrity with a massive pan-India fan following, who is contemplating his political debut recent-

ly said this about the protests by people against Sterlite industries, ―Nature and the God are one. Nature is made up of five 

elements; water, earth, space, fire, and air. And a human body is made up of four of these elements. If we spoil any one of 

them, it will lead to the destruction of the world and human race. We should not allow anything that pollutes, water, 
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earth, and air. Even if it generates hundreds of crores of income for the government or creates thousands of jobs for the 

people, we should not give place for such schemes.‖ He further said ―The people who run such industries and factories will 

be able to make a lot of money but they won’t have peace of mind.‖ 

We have to also educate people that it is not morally right for us to destroy other species. Famous philosopher Immanuel 

Kant had said: 

“Two things fill my mind with awe, 

The starry sky above us and the moral law within us‖ 

Unfortunately, these days we neither see the starry sky above us due to light pollution, nor do we care for the moral law 

within us as we seem to have sacrificed morality at the alter of greed. How else can we justify when the Chief Justice of India 

who is a high constitutional authority, refuses to recuse himself from cases where his involvement is imputed and in a case 

where his role is being questioned. He became the judge and jury in the case against his own role and orders. Common man 

is not immune to what is happening around him. For too long politicians were known as corrupt. When the judiciary too 

falls in the perception of people, one can quickly realise that the society is quickly descending into a moral abyss. In such a 

situation, it becomes easy to justify criminal acts of reel heroes like Salman Khan. 

Indians know how to find out loopholes in any law. So there are some who are already believing that this slow pace of case 

means people should hunt wildlife when they are there in their fifties. So after twenty years they will already be 70 and may 

be on the verge of dying. And if alive, they can always seek clemency like the Ansal brothers did in the Upahar Cinema hall 

fire case. Mansoor Ali Khan Pataudi also died before his blackbuck poaching case could reach conviction stage. Not only the 

Government and courts need to be think where they have slipped, the society too needs to self introspect. 

There was a time when our wildlife were closely associated with our Gods. Wildlife was intricately linked with our religion, 

culture and society. Today, we have moved 180 degree opposite and are actively persecuting and obliterating wildlife. Our 

greed has trumped over our morality. Short-term benefits have been prioritised over long-term survival. Common sense has 

become uncommon. Though we may still be killing animals and men in the name of Gods and religion, the Gods won‘t be 

kind on us. History too will not be kind on this generation. 
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Apart from poaching one of the major problems for wildlife is reduction in their habitat or their habitat becoming unsafe 

and unsuitable for their survival. 

To improve in life we should look and improve upon each facet of our lives. So when the Government in 2014 shortly after 

being elected promised relook of the policies, we thought some of the archaic policies may get a booster dose. Unfortunate-

ly, most of the new policies seem to be written from a industries point of view, if not directly by industries. 

In India today, there is a massive effort to usurp land. Whatever land is left is being converted for commercial and residen-

tial projects in many places. So where is the space for tree plantation? Government is opening up dense forests for projects 

with a condition that the project proponents pay up money towards the CAMPA funds. The funds remain unutilised due to 

lack of effort from the Government and also because there is lack of space for compensatory afforestation. There have been 

reports of forest officials forcefully taking over dense community managed forests and earmarking those areas for compen-

satory afforestation plantations. This is outright wrong and unfortunately as we are aware many such acts are intentionally 

done to circumvent the law. 

Various state Governments have been pulled by the court for spending the CAMPA funds for street light, roads and other 

such projects. Atleast the Government can utilise the CAMPA funds for relocation of villages from within the protected are-

as. This would atleast help the present forest areas to be free of human interference and help the wildlife breathe and breed 

in peace. 

The draft of the New National Forest Policy which was only open for suggestions till 14th of April is one such case. In the 

draft New National Forest Policy the Modi Government has clearly shown its plant to open up all our forests and wild lands 

and handover those to industries for commercial exploitation. 

The Government is interchangeably using forests and trees and forests and plantations as if they are the same. Under the 

head ―Increase the productivity of Forest plantations‖ the draft policy states ―Productivity of the forest plantations are 

poor in most of the States. This will be addressed by intensive 

scientific management of forest plantations of commercially important species like teak, sal, sisham, poplar, gmelina, 

eucalyptus, casuarina, bamboo etc. The lands available with the forest corporations which are degraded & underutilized 

will be managed to produce quality timber with scientific interventions. Public private participation models will be de-

veloped for undertaking Afforestation and reforestation activities in degraded forest areas and forest areas available 

with Forest Development Corporations and outside forests.‖ 

This is a significant departure from the previous forest policy which clearly banned private plantations or any other activi-

ties in any natural forest area. 

Industries are supposed to directly procure their needs from one to one interactions with people and not directly source 

New National Forest Policy: Converting Forests into Wood : 
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their needs from forests. However, the Government seems to prove that it only is existing for industries and hence revamp-

ing all the rules to facilitate their interests. 

During British Raj our forests were seen as a resource to exploit. The late Kailash Sankhala has scathingly written about 

this ―wood-cutter mentality‖. Foresters used to measure the forest interms of cubic-feet of timber that it can yield. Conse-

quently it resulted in massive destruction of forests. Nobody gave a thought that these forests were the products of thou-

sands of years of evolution and in one stroke we were finishing off these forests. Today the Government of India is proving 

that it is no different than the British. The British thought only about looting our natural and other wealth and the current 

Government too is focused on the same. 

Recently the Union Minister for Environment, Forests and Climate Change, Dr. Harsh Vardhan said that India has the po-

tential to become a leader in bamboo export. He said that his Government had recently removed bamboo from the defini-

tion of a tree to ease felling and transit requirements. He said ―We believe in the concept of whole world as one family‖ and 

natural resources such as bamboo belong to the entire world. So it is very clear that the new Forest policy is primarily used 

as a business proposition to exploit natural heritage and make money. 

Our forests are increasingly becoming fragmented due to linear projects like dams, roads, railways, canals or other projects 

like mines, power plants etc making it difficult for wildlife to move in their former range. Their habitat is fragmented re-

Shola Forests 

New National Forest Policy: Converting Forests into Wood : 
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sulting in change in behaviours of our wildlife as well as severely curtailing their ability to survive. The fragmentation of 

habitat is also resulting in local extermination of certain species. Though the scientific community has undertaken some 

well publicised high profile tiger, gaur and rhino locations, this is a very limited one time solution. It is important to recre-

ate the lost corridors to facilitate the movement of wildlife from one forest area to another. Some of these corridors have 

drastically shrunk due to conversion of landuse and concretisation. Firewood collection and logging has resulted in conver-

sion of dense forest cover into open degraded forests unsuitable for concealing or hiding which makes the wildlife more 

visible to the people. Securing our wildlife corridors will help in genetic diversity as well and long term survival of our wild-

life. The new Forest Policy should have included plans about creating landscape levels of connectivity between various pro-

tected areas. 

Grapevine says that this new forest policy is another attempt by the current Government to modify the policy and satisfy 

the industrial lobby - who are well known donors to the political parties - before the next loksabha elections take place. 

Though we cannot ascertain the veracity of truth in this, however it is abundantly clear that the drafters of the forest policy 

certainly don‘t have the interests of forests in their mind. 

Nevertheless, it is unfortunate that our present Government as well as the bureaucrats are so ecologically illiterate that 

they are drafting such disastrous policies. There was a time when the politicians used to place the interests of forests and 

wildlife above everything else. Rajesh Pilot who was a Union minister was agreeable to the idea of re-establishing a link 

between Sariska and Ranthambhore which would have required acquiring some land. Though his village would have been 

impacted, he had in principle agreed to the idea. It is another matter that he died in a road accident and the idea never took 

off. Alas, the politicians today are just interested in short-term gains for themselves and not the long-term wellbeing of the 

country. They are forgetting that no country can prosper by sacrificing their environment and forests. 

  

  

New National Forest Policy: Converting Forests into Wood : 
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On 6th of April 2018, the Hon‘ble Supreme Court has started the final hearing on the issue of saving Elephant Corridors in 

India. It would take about four more weeks for completing the arguments. Hopefully the Hon‘ble Supreme Court gives a 

defining verdict so that our elephant corridors and hence elephants can be saved. 

Much of the elephant habitat falls outside the existing protected areas. And as we are all aware that there is an unprece-

dented land grab happening in our country. Every square inch of area is being taken over for concretization in the name of 

development. In several cases the district collectors have even blamed the people for low pace of constructions comment-

ing that elephants will not come if concrete buildings are constructed. In many areas locals along with forest officials are 

building elephant proof trenches to stop elephants moving in their traditional path. All that is doing is forcing elephants to 

take a detour and this often brings them face to face unprepared people and cause havoc. Atleast 500 elephants are killed 

every year in conflicts. 

Wildlife Trust of India in a path breaking study has identified 101 elephant corridors in the country. Shocking details have 

emerged from the study. The elephant corridors with width of 1-3 km have decreased from 41% to 22%. And the percentage 

of elephant corridors with complete forest cover has shrunk from 24% to 12.9%. 

Elephants are mega-herbivores. They need to feed a lot. So they cannot remain stationary at one place ie elephants cannot 

be confined to one Sanctuary or National Park all the time. The elephants also have a varied diet. They feed on grass, 

leaves, bushes, creepers, bark of trees, bamboo, fruits, flowers etc. spanning several hundred species, some of which are 

Vanishing Elephant Corridors : 
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seasonal and are available at different places at different times of the year. With only half of the amount digested, they act 

as very good seed dispersers over a large range as well. They play a big ecological role and hence people should be more 

tolerant of wild elephants and should leave them enough space and right of way they deserve.  

There is a lot of illegal mining happening which is causing considerable stress to elephants. The human population is also 

exploding. There is lot of illegal migrations happening and most of these people are settling in the hills and areas with for-

est cover which happen to be elephant corridors. There are also some vested interests which are trying to settle people in 

those areas to grab land under the Forest Rights Act. Unfortunately this legislation with good intention has actually opened 

the pandoras box leading to destruction of forests. Indian ingenuity or ―jugad‖ as it is well known these days is unfortu-

nately being utilized to find loopholes in our legislations. And our elephants are becoming the silent victims. 

The Government of India under Shri Manmohan Singh had declared the elephant as the Natural Heritage Animal. Howev-

er, apart from the optics of the declaration it did virtually nothing and the Elephant Task Force report created with pains-

taking effort has been consigned to the dustbin. The Elephant Task Force report had identified the investments that need 

to be done to procure land where the elephants tread and secure these areas for longterm survival of the elephants. Unfor-

tuantely, the Government of the day didn‘t do anything. And the new Government at the centre, helmed by Shri Modi has 

unfortunately become even much more severe on India‘s wildlife and wilderness areas. Hopefully the Hon‘ble Supreme 

Court can force the Government to act. Unfortunately as we see in many cases including contentious Cauvery water case, 

the Government prefers to not act. 

India is currently facing an unprecedented ecological crisis. Our dense forests and ecologically fragile places are being 

opened up for mining or diverted for industrial use. Most of our forests are invaded by invasives and have lost their species 

richness. Habitat of wildlife is shrinking. Many species are getting locally exterminated. Climate change has started hitting 

us. India is increasingly facing desertification. Most of our cities are facing water problems. The Government of the day has 

to understand that our well being is intricately linked to our ecology. We can act on a piecemeal basis. Unfortunately, un-

less sufficient people read and raise their voice on these topics, the Government is going to be unmoved. 

We owe to our succeeding generations to atleast be assertive and raise our voice. We need to ask our representatives what 

they have done to save our environment, wildlife and forests and consequently from the ill impact of climate change. Per-

haps only then the elected representatives will put pressure on the Government to act favourably. 

   
 

Vanishing Elephant Corridors : 
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It is an irony that people of Bengal who often use the moniker Royal Bengal infront of the name tiger have killed a wander-

ing tiger which had set up its base in lalbgargh forests.  

In February a tiger was caught on the camera traps of the forest department in lalgarh in west medinapur district. The 

camera traps were setup after locals complained of cattle lifting by a tiger. One of the camera traps in Madhupur forest cap-

tured the image of an adult tiger. There were no recent reports of tiger or leopards. Only one leopard sighting was reported 

from 20 years ago. It is assumed that the tiger would have wandered away from Similipal Tiger Reserve in Odisha which is 

about 196 kms from the place. 

Immediately the forest department had alerted the locals and had advised them to be cautious in their movements after 

sundown. However, that further panicked the locals and now they turned into a mob and killed the tiger with bows and 

arrows. The forest department was a mere spectator. 

On 13th of this month the locals used traditional arms like bow and arrows and spears after cornering the tiger and killed it. 

This is the time of traditional hunting season for the local tribals. During this time the tribals generally indulge in ―akhanda 

shikar‖ where they burn part of the forest and then wait at the other end to kill the fleeing animals. 

The forest department had used live traps as well as tried to use quadcopters to spot the tiger and then tranquilise it. How-

ever the local forest department appears to have violated some of the protocols laid down by the National Tiger Conserva-

tion Authority for capturing tigers. The area where the tiger was spotted was not adequately secured, which led to the peo-

ple easily reaching there and killing the tiger. Commenting on the incident the Gajender K Sharma, Country Director of 

World Animal Protection said "We call upon the State Government to involve experts from outside in case they lack the 

requisite ability to humanely tackle conflict situations involving tigers and other species of endangered wildlife in Bengal." 

"Bengal" Tiger looking for home killed by villagers in Bengal : 
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The Union Women and Child Welfare minister Maneka Gandhi who is an activist herself and have had been Minister of 

MoEF in VP Singh Government said ―Thousands of so-called tribals come to the forests around Lalgarh and kill thou-

sands of animals every year. This year was no exception. They do not kill the animal for themselves. They are being used 

by smugglers and poachers and the state forest department has done nothing about this. West Bengal is the only place in 

India where such illegality is allowed and encouraged. It is extremely important to stop the 'Shikar Utsav' here.‖ She fur-

ther said that "The point is that, if the Chief Minister was interested she could have stopped it in two minutes. But it is all 

about the vote bank. If 10,000-15,000 animals die for the sake of securing the vote bank, what can you do?‖ 

However, the Chief Minister of West Bengal hit back by saying ―I am saddened that a Union Minister has made unwar-

ranted comments about a community. She said that Adivasis are poachers and they torture animals. I feel she should 

apologise to the Adivasi community.‖ 

The State Government has promised an investigation but when politicians slugfest over an event, one can be sure that 

nothing is going to happen.It is normal for tigers to cover large distances in search of a suitable habitat. That is how they 

repopulate forests. This is a natural dispersal mechanism. If a tiger repopulates a forest where tigers were earlier locally 

exterminated, then it is a good sign. This is way cheaper and safer than tranqulising and relocating a tiger from another 

forest. The forest department should have immediately taken major steps to sensitise the people about the ways of the tiger 

since the new generation is not aware about the tiger behaviour. 

Whenever there is fear people will react badly. If people fear for their lives, then they will immediately feel that they have 

lost control over the situation and then take steps to eliminate the source of fear. The anger due to loss of cattle should 

have been taken careoff by immediately compensating the villagers. They should have been told that tiger coming to the 

area is a good sign as that would further bring in tourism to the area. Support of the locals should have been enlisted to 

protect the tiger and they should have been paid as informers and patrolling guards. This would have helped to turn the 

opinion in favour of the tiger. 

Unfortunately the forest department was too weak hearted and wanted to tranquilise and relocate the tiger, perhaps to a 

zoo. That clearly shows that intent of the forest department. They don‘t want tigers to roam again in our forests. It is natu-

ral that some locals will not venture into the forests for the fear of the tiger and other herbivore poaching can come down 

when there is a tiger. So the forests could have seen less of anthropogenic pressures due to the tiger. The tiger has a very 

clear role as an apex predator in an ecosystem. So by trying to catch the tiger it is clear that the forest department don‘t 

want our forests to be healthy and pristine again. 

Tiger is our national animal. However, we are not treating it as such. We are treating the tiger like pariah and unleasing 

violence on it. What wrong did the tiger do? It was simply following its instincts and moved into an area which didn‘t have 

any other tiger i.e. any other competition. Unfortunately, it didn‘t realise that humans can be so cruel. All the tiger did was 

to kill a few cattle to satisfy its hunger. It didn‘t wage a war against humanity. It didn‘t deserve to die. We are failing our 

tiger. By and large this behaviour is in sync with our generation failing to save our wilderness and wildlife. 

"Bengal" Tiger looking for home killed by villagers in Bengal : 
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Four Elephants mowed down by train in Odisha:   

Indian Railways is continuing with its elephant killing spree. At least four elephants have bee killed by the Alleppey Bokaro 

express train when the elephants were crossing the track and the train mowed them down. This incident happened in Od-

isha‘s Jharsuguda district near the Bagdihi Railway station. This falls under the South Eastern Railways. 

Local people first saw that there were two adult elephants and two calves lying down near the railway tracks. Later the for-

est officials on being informed by the local people reached the area and removed the dead elephants from the railway 

tracks. 

It is not know if there are more dead elephants nearby. It is speculated that some injured elephants may have died nearby 

after being hit. 

Indian railways have been repeatedly told to reduce the speed of trains near elephant corridors but they violate it. Any pri-

vate vehicle hitting and killing a protected species will immediately be impounded. However, railways is over all laws. Sad-

ly! Discuss it here: https://www.indiawilds.com/forums/showthread.php?18750-4-Elephants-mowed-down-by-

AlleppeyBokaro-express-in-Jharsuguda-in-Odisha  

 

Railways drop plans to upgrade line through Dudwa: 

In a good news for elephants across the country, Indian Railways has taken a decision to preserve five of its existing meter-

gauge lines in Uttar Pradesh, Madhya Pradesh, Rajasthan, Assam and Gujarat. One of the meter-gauge lines is the Nanpara

-Mailani line passing through the famous Dudhwa Tiger Reserve. The Railways has decided to run these five meter-gauge 

lines as heritage lines. 

The Indian Railways will be shifting all the other meter-gauge lines to broad gauge. This appears to be based on a case 

which was initially filed a Satish Kumar Mishra, advocate in the Allahabad High Court in 2016. A total of 91 animals have 

died in Dudhwa in 10 years due to the train line. Later the Dudhwa Tiger Reserve was included as a party in the case as it 

concerns them. The Hon‘ble High Court bench had asked all those involved to sit down and discuss and come at a solution. 

The other railway lines which will be preserved pass through Madhya Pradesh, Rajasthan, Assam, and Gujarat. 

The five meter-gauge lines so identified has been decided to be retained as heritage lines. One of those is the Mhow-

Kalakund line in Madhya Pradesh spanning about 30km. It would be used for tourism purposes. Another line passes 

through Gir forest in Gujarat and it spans 50km. The Marwar-Udaipur meter-gauge line passes through Todgarh Raoli in 

Rajasthan. This line is 70km long and will also be preserved. About 120km line known as Mahur-Harangajao meter-gauge 

in Dima Hasao district of Assam will also be preserved as heritage line. It has many tunnels and has unique beauty. 

Conservation News - 

https://www.indiawilds.com/forums/showthread.php?18750-4-Elephants-mowed-down-by-AlleppeyBokaro-express-in-Jharsuguda-in-Odisha
https://www.indiawilds.com/forums/showthread.php?18750-4-Elephants-mowed-down-by-AlleppeyBokaro-express-in-Jharsuguda-in-Odisha
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Conservation News - 

Block chain technology to support sustainable development goals:  

The lure of bitcoins may have resulted in many people losing their hard earned money and some benefitting from it. How-

ever, the blockchain technology which is powering those cryptocurrencies may be of help in many ways. At the moment, 

UNDP has decided to partner with Blockchain, along with the UN Refugee Agency (UNHCR) and the World Economic Fo-

rum (WEF) to explore the use of block chain technology for development. 

UNDP is trying to explore the use of blockchain technology for conservation of natural resources, financial inclusion of 

many communities, economic growth and security for uplifting the conditions of many people worldwide. 

UNDP says: ―The potential of block chains to disrupt industrial sectors, commercial processes, governmental structures 

or economic systems seems to know no bounds. We suggest that the transformative power of block chain technology 

should not be seen as a threat to existing systems of governance; rather, it should be seen as an opportunity for national 

and international institutions to defend the rights of those they represent and to accelerate our collective progress to-

wards meeting the United Nations’ Sustainable Development Goals.‖ 

UNDP believes that blockchain technology can bring in transparency which is the bedrock of effective and ethical govern-

ance. ―Block chains can bring transparency to opaque or corrupt systems, and verifiability and immutability to commer-

cial processes. They can bring security and resilience to vulnerable infrastructure, ensure individual privacy whilst guar-

anteeing autonomy, and encourage cooperation and engender trust where they are needed most.‖ 

UNDP believes that ―Block chains can ease the frictions that prevent a vast array of sustainability, humanitarian, and envi-

ronmental initiatives from fulfilling their potential.‖ So UNDP has brought out a White Paper called ―The Future is Decen-

tralised‖. 

This white paper explains how this unconventional technology works and how it is already being used to pursue conven-

tional ends. It illustrates how block chains have brought new levels of efficiency and effectiveness to the fields of develop-

ment aid, supply chain management, renewable energy, economic growth, and several others. 

If it works as claimed by UNDP, then hopefully Governments, NGOs, and citizens who are working together towards a com-

mon goal can efficiently work together by exploiting the versatility of block chain technology to create new and powerful 

partnerships. Hopefully this can result in preserving the last tracts of fast vanishing wilderness and wildlife on earth and 

help in avoiding the spectre of climate change. 

  

Controversial Environmental Clearance for Neutrino Project:   

MoEF&CC has controversially granted environmental clearance to the Neutrino Observatory project (INO) as a special 

case. The India Neutrino Project is to come up in Bodi West hills amidst stiff opposition from the locals. 
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The Expert Appraisal Committee (Infra 2) has mentioned that it found the project to be out of scope but was asked by the 

ministry to clear it as a special case. 

Earlier the National Green Tribunal had quashed the environment clearance and had asked to reapply under the EIA noti-

ficiation 2006 to get the clearance as the project site is at 4.9km distance from the Mathikettan Shola National Park in Id-

duki district of Kerala. The NGT had said ―the document produced before this tribunal by Mr. Radhakrishnan also shows 

that the distance is 4.9 km and in such view of the matter, not only the project in question should be treated as Category-A 

project but also clearance under the Wildlife (Protection) Act, 1972 is to be obtained from the National Board for Wildlife.‖ 

Following this directive from the NGT, TIFR which is the project proponent applied for environment clearance under cate-

gory B of 8 (a) which is the schedule dealing in building and construction projects in the EIA Notification 2006. However, 

the Tamil Nadu State Expert Appraisal committee had refused approval as they noted that the INO project is not a simple 

building and construction project as it would involve massive blasting of rocks and lot of high strength explosives to break 

those rocks. The tunneling work inside the mountain will need excavation of 6 lakh cubic meter of charnockite rock. Addi-

tionally the tunnel and cavern will be 1 kilometer deep from the mountain top and hence will need lot of reinforcements to 

stop the mountain roof from collapsing. 

The State expert appraisal committee had also rightly pointed out that the area falls under the Western Ghats which is a 

global biodiversity hotspot. There are many endemic species of plants, animals, birds, herpetofauna in the area. The area is 

also catchment of various streams which ultimately become part of the Vaigai river watershed and hence is very important 

to be protected as the water quenches the thirst as well as irrigation needs of five districts of Tamil Nadu. So no wonder 

local people are also up in the arms against the neutrino project. 

However, now the Central Government has forced the State expert appraisal committee to clear it as special case. Earlier 

Tamil Nadu under the Chiefministership of J. Jayalalithaa didn‘t clear this proposal. However, the present AIADMK lead-

ership is hobnobbing with the BJP and taking instructions from it. The present AIADMK believes their survival is depend-

ent on the Central Government. So even though the Deputy Chief Minister represents the Bodi assembly constituency 

where the Neutrino project is going to come up and large number of locals are demonstrating there, the AIADMK Govern-

ment is fine with the neutrino project. 

There are many physicists who want this project, as obviously they are an interested party. In the past some biologists have 

acted as consultants and hence pushed for environmental clearance to the neutrino project. The unfortunate situation in 

India is that no one is thinking in a holistic manner for preserving our wilderness and wildlife. Everyone is looking for their 

narrow interests. In such a situation ultimately India‘s environment and wildlife always comes out as a loser. 
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Stakeholder Consultation on National Clean Air Programme (NCAP) Inaugurat-

ed:  

MoEF&CC has conducted a stakeholder consultation for the National Clean Air Programme. The ministry has formalized 

the NCAP as a long-term time bound national level strategy to tackle the increasing air pollution problem across the coun-

try in a comprehensive manner.   The total tentative cost of NCAP is estimated at Rs 637 crore. 

Emphasizing the need to translate the outcome of the deliberations, in the form of suggestions on the ground, Minister of 

State for Environment, Forest and Climate Change, Dr. Mahesh Sharma has said that the National Clean Air Programme 

(NCAP) is expected to play a crucial role in addressing the increasing air pollution across the country in a comprehensive 

manner.  Inaugurating the two-day Stakeholder Consultation on NCAP here today, Dr. Sharma emphasised the impact of 

air pollution on health and general well-being of human, floral and faunal population.  He said that stakeholders are and 

must act as ―givers‖ to the society. 

Speaking on the occasion, Secretary, Ministry of Environment, Forest and Climate Change, Shri C.K Mishra said, ―While as 

a nation, we need to be concerned at the quality of air, as a Government we need to have that commitment to ensure that 

there is a defined time-frame that we may set for ourselves after today’s discussions‖.   He added that all the states and 

stakeholders need to spread the campaign for clean air across the country.  The Secretary pointed out that technology is 

one of the critical elements of NCAP.  ―Let us together find solutions that are nationally acceptable, but more importantly, 

which are locally possible‖, Shri Mishra stated. 

The Stakeholder Consultation involves all the State Governments, considering that NCAP is a pan-India programme and 
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inputs from states will be useful in evolving an effective implementation strategy.  The overall objective of the NCAP is 

comprehensive management plan for prevention, control and abatement of air pollution besides augmenting the air quality 

monitoring network across the country. The NCAP focuses on collaborative and participatory approach covering all sources 

of pollution and coordination between relevant Central Ministries, State Governments, local bodies and other stakeholders. 

The focus is on intensive awareness, training and capacity-building drive, with specific impetus on augmentation of man-

power and infrastructure facilities of CPCB and SPCB under the capacity building component of NCAP. Separate compo-

nents with emphasis on three tier mechanism for review of monitoring, assessment and inspection for effective implemen-

tation under NCAP. A credible, transparent and accountable data collection and monitoring system that is available for 

timely swift action is to be ensured. 

Since air pollution mitigation necessitates collaborative efforts, the success of NCAP is expected to be determined by the 

participation and contribution of stakeholders. Accordingly, there is a need for consultation with various stakeholders viz. 

state governments, relevant ministries, institutes, academic institutions and industries.  The approved NCAP has already 

been shared with state governments and has also been uploaded on the Ministry‘s website for inviting comments from the 

public. 

The key components of NCAP include - city-specific air pollution abatement action plan for 100 polluting cities of the coun-

try similar to one for Delhi, increasing the number of monitoring stations, data dissemination, public participation on plan-

ning and implementation, setting up of Air Information Centre for data analysis, resource apportionment studies, setting 

up of national inventory, guidelines for indoor air pollution and setting up of rural monitoring stations. 
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Blackmagic Pocket Cinema Camera 4K 

Blackmagic Design has announced the new Blackmagic Pocket Cinema Camera. The BMPCC4k features an all new handheld 

design. The Blackmagic Pocket Cinema Camera 4K has a 4/3 size sensor, 13 stops of dynamic range and dual native ISO up 

to 25,600. 

 

Initially the Dual Native ISO was featured in the Panasonic Varicam which had ISO 800 and ISO 5000 as dual native ISOs. 

However, BMD claims a whooping ISO 25600 as the Dual Native ISO. That means on theory you get stunning HDR images 

and incredible low light performance. It is to be seen how this claimed Dual Native ISO is implemented and the perfor-

mance in actual conditions. 

The external controls give you quick access to essential functions, while the large 5 inch touchscreen makes it easy to frame 

shots, focus accurately and change camera settings. Images are recorded onto standard SD/UHS-II or CFast 2.0 cards 

in RAW and ProRes at up to 120 frames per second! In addition, the Blackmagic Pocket Cinema Camera 4K has an MFT 

lens mount, built-in microphones, mini XLR input, full sized HDMI, 3D LUT support, Bluetooth, USB-C Expansion Port 

and more! 

Since the Blackmagic Pocket Cinema Camera 4K has a portable and affordable design which shoots upto 4k 60p, it should 

be perfect for shooting independent films and documentaries, fashion shows, travel blogs, web videos, weddings, corporate 

video, sports and more at a much lower price point. 

 

http://www.indiawilds.com/diary/wp-content/images/BMPCC4K-1-1.jpg
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The portable handheld design of the Blackmagic Pocket Cinema Camera 4K gives you incredible mobility without sacrificing 

features. The highly compact form factor features a carbon 

fiber reinforced composite body that makes it extremely 

durable and lightweight so you can take it anywhere. You 

get a super bright 5‖ screen, 4 built in microphones, built 

in recorders and external buttons and dials that give you 

fast access to the most important functions. That means 

you can quickly check framing and focus, capture audio 

and record your files without having to carry around extra 

monitors, microphones, recorders and cables. You also get 

lots of mounting points, a mini XLR input with phantom 

power, Bluetooth control and more. With the Blackmagic 

Pocket Cinema Camera 4K you get a fully featured portable 

digital film camera that‘s flexible and expandable! 

The Blackmagic Pocket Cinema Camera 4K uses the MFT 

(Micro Four Thirds) lens mount. If you don‘t have MFT 

lenses then you can use adapters for PL, C, EF mounts to 

use those lenses. 

  

 

Recording Media  

The BMPCC 4K camera records using standard SD cards, UHS-II cards or CFast 2.0 media! 

If you are shooting HD video, then it can be recorded to the inexpensive inexpensive SD cards. Higher performance UHS-II 

cards can be used for recording Ultra HD in ProRes at up to 60 frames per second and RAW at up to 30 frames per second. 

CFast cards can record 12-bit RAW at all supported frame rates. For longer recording times, you can also record directly to 

an external SSD or flash disk using the built in USB-C Expansion Port! Best of all, there‘s nothing proprietary. The files will 

work with all professional post production software. You can even mount the media cards on your computer and start edit-

ing directly from them using the included DaVinci Resolve Studio software!  

Expansion Port  

High speed USB-C connectionfor direct external recording! 
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The Blackmagic Pocket Cinema Camera 4K features an innovative high speed USB-C Expansion Port. USB-C is fast, flexible 

and even provides power, so it‘s quickly becoming standard on all modern computers and devices. The massive bandwidth 

of USB-C makes it possible to connect external accessories such as flash drives and SSDs for significantly longer recording 

times. This can be important when shooting high quality lossless 12-bit RAW or even high frame rate 60 frame per second 

4K. Best of all, when you‘re done shooting you can use the same drive for editing and post production! 

 

Super Large Touchscreen  

Large and bright 5‖ touchscreenmakes focusing fast and easy! 

The back of the Blackmagic Pocket Cinema Camera 4K features a super bright, large 5 inch touchscreen. This makes it easy 

for you to frame shots and accurately focus, without having to carry around an external monitor or viewfinder! You get the 

same menus and interface found on URSA Mini cameras, including on screen overlays for recording parameters, status, 

histogram, focus and peaking indicators, and playback controls. In addition, you can apply 3D LUTs so you can monitor the 

shot with the desired color and look. Not only can you use the 3D LUT for monitoring, it can even be baked into the record-

ed footage. There‘s even a speaker located near the screen, which makes it easy to quickly play back and review shots on set!  

Professional Audio 

Built in microphones and a mini XLR input! 

The Blackmagic Pocket Cinema Camera 4K gives you professional high fidelity audio recording so you don‘t have to carry  

http://www.indiawilds.com/diary/wp-content/images/BMPCC-4K-recording-via-USBC.jpg
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around a separate sound recorder! The camera features a mini XLR input with 48 volts of phantom power for connecting 

professional microphones such as lapel mics and booms. There are also built in microphones with an extremely low noise 

floor so you can capture great sound on location! There‘s even a 3.5mm stereo audio jack so you can use different types of 

video camera microphones.  

Advanced Connections  

Even though it‘s small and portable, the Blackmagic Pocket Cinema Camera 4K has a full size HDMI connector built in! You 

get support for advanced features such as HDR output and a clean 10-bit output with on screen overlays showing full cam-

era status, making it perfect for on set monitoring. There‘s also a mini XLR connection with 48 volts of phantom power for 

attaching professional microphones, a 3.5 mm video camera style microphone input and a professional locking DC pow-

er connector! 

  

Flexible Power Options 

Battery, DC and USB-C so you can shoot all day long! 

The Blackmagic Pocket Cinema Camera 4K uses standard removable LP-E6 type batteries. You also get a locking DC power 

connector so it can‘t be accidentally disconnected in the middle of a shoot. The included 110 - 220 volt plug pack can be used  

http://www.indiawilds.com/diary/wp-content/images/BMPCC-4K-advanced-connections.jpg
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to simultaneously power the camera and charge the LP-E6 battery. Plus, it includes international socket adapters so it can 

be used anywhere in the world! The USB-C Expansion Port accepts power so you can charge the battery from portable bat-

tery packs, a mobile phone charger or even your laptop computer!  

Bundled Free DaVinci Resolve Studio editing software  

The Blackmagic Pocket Cinema Camera 4K includes a full version of DaVinci Resolve Studio, which is a complete post pro-

duction solution. You get the world‘s most advanced solution that combines professional editing, color correction, audio 

post and visual effects all in one software tool! DaVinci Resolve is used to finish more Hollywood feature films than any oth-

er solution, so you'll get the best possible post production tools to edit native video from your camera and retain every bit of 

quality. Whether you‘re working on major Hollywood feature films, episodic television productions, music videos, commer-

cials or even the latest YouTube shoot, DaVinci Resolve Studio gives you a completely lossless workflow for native editing, 

color correction, effects, audio and delivery, so your video always looks as good as possible!  

Price: 

The BMPCC 4K Pocket camera is priced at $1349 US dollars and would be available in September 2018. However the 

BMPCC 4K camera is listed as on $1295 USD in B&H site at the link below. 

Preorder Link: https://www.bhphotovideo.com/c/product/1401512-REG/

blackmagic_design_pocket_cinema_camera_4k.html/BI/13252/KBID/19990  

Tech Specs:  

Effective Sensor Size: 18.96mm x 10mm (Four Thirds)Lens Mount: Active MFT mountLens Control: Iris, focus and 

zoom on supported lenses.Dynamic Range: 13 Stops. 

Shooting Resolutions: 4096 x 2160 (4K DCI), 3840 x 2160 (Ultra HD), 1920 x 1080 (HD). 

Frame Rates: Maximum sensor frame rate dependent on resolution and codec selected. Project frame rates of 23.98, 24, 

25, 29.97, 30, 50, 59.94 and 60 fps supported. 

Off-speed frame rates up to 60 fps in 4K DCI, 120 fps in HD windowed. 

Focus: Focus button turns on peaking, auto focus available using compatible lenses. 

Iris Control: Iris wheel and touchscreen slider for manual iris adjustment on electronically controllable lenses, iris button 

for instant auto iris settings on compatible lenses so no pixel is clipped in film mode. Scene average auto exposure in video 

mode. 

Screen Dimensions: 5‖ 1920 x 1080. 

https://www.bhphotovideo.com/c/product/1401512-REG/blackmagic_design_pocket_cinema_camera_4k.html/BI/13252/KBID/19990
https://www.bhphotovideo.com/c/product/1401512-REG/blackmagic_design_pocket_cinema_camera_4k.html/BI/13252/KBID/19990
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Screen Type: LCD capacitive touchscreen. 

Metadata Support: Automatically populated lens data from electronic Micro Four Thirds lenses. Automatic recording of 

camera settings and slate data such as project, scene number, take and special notes. 

Controls: Touchscreen menus on 5 inch screen. 1 x Power Switch, 1 x Record Button, 1 x Stills Button, 1 x Scroll Wheel with 

push integrated into handgrip, 1 x ISO Button, 1 x White Balance, 1 x Shutter Button, 3 x software configurable Fn buttons, 1 

x High Frame Rate (HFR) Button, 1 x Zoom Button, 1 x Menu Button, 1 x Play Button, 1 x Focus Button and 1 x IRIS Button. 

Total Video Outputs: 1 x HDMI Type A 

Analog Audio Inputs: 1 x mini XLR analog switchable between mic with phantom power support and line level (up to 

+14dBu). 

1 x 3.5mm Stereo Input. Can also be used for Timecode input. 

Analog Audio Outputs: 1 x 3.5mm headphone jack. 

Computer Interface: USB Type-C for external drive recording, software updates and media download. 

HD Video Standards: 1080p23.98, 1080p24, 1080p25, 1080p29.97, 1080p30, 1080p50, 1080p59.94, 1080p60. 

Ultra HD Video Standards: 2160p23.98, 2160p24, 2160p25, 2160p29.97, 2160p30, 2160p50, 2160p59.94, 2160p60. 

4K DCI Standards: 4KDCIp23.98, 4KDCIp24, 4KDCIp25, 4KDCIp29.97, 4KDCIp30, 4KDCIp50, 4KDCIp59.94, 

4KDCIp60. 

Codecs: CinemaDNG RAW, CinemaDNG RAW 3:1, CinemaDNG RAW 4:1, ProRes 422 HQ QuickTime, ProRes 422 Quick-

Time, ProRes 422 LT QuickTime, ProRes 422 Proxy QuickTime. 

Storage Type: 1 x CFast 2.0., 1 x SD UHS-II card. 

Storage Rates: 

4096 x 2160 

CinemaDNG RAW - 270 MB/s 

CinemaDNG RAW 3:1 - 128 MB/s 

CinemaDNG RAW 4:1 - 96 MB/s 

3840 x 2160 

Apple ProRes 422 HQ - 110 MB/s 

Apple ProRes 422 - 73.6 MB/s 
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Apple ProRes 422 LT - 51 MB/s 

Apple ProRes Proxy - 22.4 MB/s 

1920 x 1080 

Apple ProRes 422 HQ - 27.5 MB/s 

Apple ProRes 422 - 18.4 MB/s 

Apple ProRes 422 LT - 12.75 MB/s 

Apple ProRes Proxy - 5.6 MB/s 

Storage rates based on 30 frames per second.  

Recording Formats 

Lossless CinemaDNG RAW, RAW 3:1 and RAW 4:1 with film dynamic range at 4096 x 2160, 3840 x 2160 and 1920 x 

1080. Apple ProRes 4096 x 2160, 3840 x 2160 and 1920 x 1080 with either film, video and extended video dynamic 

range. 
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GoPro launches Hero action camera: 
 

GoPro has launched a stripped down version of their action camera and have named it Hero. The GoPro Hero is similar in 

size to the Hero 5 Black and Hero 6 Black. However, it is limited to 1080p resolution. One can also shoot in 1440p as some 

broadcasters need it.  

 

The idea behind the GoPro Hero is that normal consumers who are trying to simply get their photos or videos recorded 

don‘t always need all the features. So creating a camera without those features and charging less makes sense. Especially in 

a situation where GoPro is outpriced in the market and is making losses.  

If people have any accessories of GoPro Hero5 Black or GoPro Hero6 Black, then those will fit in with the Hero. So even ex-

isting users can use this camera. At times we need multiple cameras to record and a few of them focussed specifically on one 

area and recording at 1080p is fine as well.  

The GoPro Hero is waterproof till 33 feet depth without any need for a housing. So normal clicking or filming in shallow 

dives or even in ponds etc will work well with this camera.  

 

The GoPro Hero can record upto 1080p at 60fps. So one gets slow motion. The same voice assisted commands in the Hero 5 
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Black and Hero 6 Black also works here. So one can start and stop recording of this camera using voice commands.  

 

There is a rear LCD of 2 inch size which helps in reviewing the shots or changing the menu. One can also connect to the Go-

Pro app and control the camera remotely.  

 

There is a built-in electronic stabilization in the GoPro HERO which helps in recording smooth video while holding it or 

placing it in a mount in vehicle or elsewhere.  

 

The cost of the GoPro Hero is 199.99 US Dollars.  

 

It is to be seen how good is the adoption of this camera.  

 

B&H Link: https://www.bhphotovideo.com/c/produ...252/KBID/19990  

 

 

  

  

  

https://www.bhphotovideo.com/c/product/1395242-REG/gopro_chdhb_501_hero_2018.html/BI/13252/KBID/19990


27 

     IndiaWilds— Conservation and Wildlife Photography                                                                            www.indiawilds.com  

Equipment Discussions - 
 

 
 

Canon Launches Full Frame C700 Cine camera  : 
Panasonic has announced a new version of GH5 camera batched as Lumix GH5s with a newly developed 10.2 MP sensor for 

low light filming. This new sensor allows shooting in low light upto 51,200 ISO as normal ISO range. It also has dual native 

ISO of ISO 400 and ISO 2500 so that in low light scenes one can switch to the ISO 2500 as base ISO. 

The Lumix GH5s records DCI 4K (4096x2160) at 60p at 150 Mbps with 4:2:0 8 bit Long GOP, 30 fps and 150 Mbps with 

4:2:2 10-bit Long GOP; and 24 fps and 400 Mbps with 4:2:2 10-bit ALL-I. 

As expected Canon has gone ahead and launched the C700 FF which has a Full frame sensor and branded it as Canon‘s first 

Full frame Cinema camera. Before that 1DC was the first full frame Cinema camera in a DSLR form factor. However, the 

EOS 1DC could not shoot 4K in full frame. Rather it was an APS-H mode and APS-C mode. The C700FF can shoot 4K in full 

frame.  

The C700FF has the following salient specs: 

Sensor size: CMOS censor with 5952 x 3140 photosites with 17:9 aspect ratio. This will have same image circle as EOS 5D.  

Active image area of sensor is: 38.1 x 20.1mm 

Sensor readout from full size, as well as Super 35mm, Super 16mm and anamorphic modes. 

Dynamic range: 15 stops 

Oversampling 5.9K image to 4K for better sharpness, clarity and colours, less moire and lower noise in high ISOs.  
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Mount: Comes in both EF and PL mounts. Additional B4 mount available.  

Internal recording: using Canon XF-AVC or Apple ProRes and simultaneous recording to CFast 2.0 cards. Proxy record-

ing to SD cards.  

High frame rate recording: 168 fps at 2K from centre. Full HD @168fps. 

With Codex CDX-36150 recorder docked onto the back of the EOS C700 FF enables 5.9K 60 fps RAW recording, 4K RAW 

up to 72 fps (in 24p mode), 4K ProRes up to 60 fps and 2K ProRes up to 168 fps (in Super 16mm mode). 

 

PRESS RELEASE 

Introducing Canon’s First Full-Frame Cinema Camera, The EOS C700 FF 

MELVILLE, N.Y., March 28, 2018 – Canon U.S.A. Inc., a leader in digital imaging solutions, is excited to announce the EOS 

C700 FF, the Company‘s first full-frame cinema camera. The beauty and majesty of full-frame digital cinema is now becom-

ing a new creative reality. Since the introduction of the EOS 5D Mark II DSLR camera in 2008, Canon has been a part of the 

full-frame video movement, and the introduction of the C700 FF has reinforced Canon‘s commitment to this market. At the 

heart of the camera is a novel Canon-developed CMOS image sensor having a total of 5952 (H) x 3140 (V) photosites with a 

digital cinema 17:9 aspect ratio, which gives it the same image circle size as the full frame EOS 5D camera series. This sup-

ports a wide range of shooting options. 

Available in both PL and EF Mount, the EOS C700 FF provides users with the same outstanding performance, operation 

and modular design as the EOS C700 (released in December 2016). The camera is being shown publicly for the first time at 

the Canon booth (C4325) at the NAB Show 2018 in Las Vegas from April 9-12. ―Since the launch of Canon‘s Cinema EOS 

line of products in November 2011, the goal was to one day develop a cinema camera worthy of being the ‗A‘ camera on ma-

jor Hollywood productions, and Canon met that goal with the introduction of the EOS C700,‖ said Yuichi Ishizuka, presi-

dent and COO, Canon U.S.A., Inc. ―After listening to our customers and closely monitoring market trends, Canon set forth a 

new goal: to launch a full-frame cinema camera. With this introduction, we are very excited to see the C700 FF in the hands 

of industry professionals as they shoot their latest projects.‖ 

Existing owners of Canon‘s original EOS C700 cinema camera will be pleased to know they can have their Super 35mm sen-

sor upgraded to the new Full-Frame sensor for a fee*. Authorized Canon facilities such as Canon Burbank are ready to pro-

cess C700 upgrades as well as lens mount swaps, and offer equipment drop off, on-site repairs and upgrades, as well as  
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equipment testing and demonstration. 

The Sensor 

The newly developed sensor featured in the EOS C700 FF has an active image area of 38.1 x 20.1mm and supports readout 

at full size, as well as Super 35mm, Super 16mm and anamorphic modes. In addition to full-frame lenses, it can be used with 

conventional Super 35mm lenses to originate 4K / UHD standardized production formats and Super 16mm lenses (with an 

adapter) to originate 2K / HD production formats in crop modes. The sensor captures wide tonality exceeding 15 stops of 

dynamic range and a wide color gamut meeting ITU-R BT.2020 standards. This offers broad latitude when grading, provid-

ing outstanding effectiveness in HDR video production. 

Recording 

The EOS C700 FF embodies a choice of two high-performance codecs for on-board recording –Canon XF-AVC or Apple 

ProRes. Like other cameras in the 4K Cinema EOS family, the EOS C700 FF uses CFast cards to capture 4K / UHD or 2K / 

HD. A striking feature of the C700 FF is the Oversampling 4K Processing that processes a 5.9K image capture to produce 4K 

(DCI or UHD) having enhanced image sharpness, curtailed moire, and a lowered visibility of noise at the higher ISO set-

tings. This is especially advantageous for on-board anamorphic image capture. Low-rate 2K/HD proxy data including 

metadata, can be recorded to SD cards, ideal for offline editing. The camera also allows high-frame-rate recording of up to 

168fps in 2K crop and relay or simultaneous recording onto both CFast cards. In addition, the C700 FF can shoot at a Full 

HD high-frame-rate recording at a maximum of 168 fps. Additional formats are planned with future firmware updates. 

To further complement the features of the EOS C700 FF, Canon has turned to its trusted partner Codex to provide a fully 

integrated (no cables) recording and workflow option. The combination of the optional Codex CDX-36150 recorder docked 

onto the back of the EOS C700 FF enables 5.9K 60 fps RAW recording, 4K RAW up to 72 fps (in 24p mode), 4K ProRes up 

to 60 fps and 2K ProRes up to 168 fps (in Super 16mm mode). 

The C700 FF also supports the latest version (1.0) of the ACESproxy, the ACES (Academy Color Encoding System) color 

management transmission standard. 

HDR 

For users looking to create High Dynamic Range (HDR) imagery, the EOS C700 FF is an excellent solution, providing 15 

stops of latitude (with Canon Log2 only), along with Canon‘s proprietary Log Gammas (Canon Log3, Canon Log2 and Canon 

Log) and renowned color science. Canon Log2 is recommended when originating HDR imagery containing both highlight 
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details and deep shadowed details. In comparison with Canon Log, Canon Log3 offers a wider dynamic range while retain-

ing performance in darker regions. 

Additionally, these cameras seamlessly integrate with Canon‘s latest professional 4K UHD Reference Displays for on-set 

review and color management that conforms to SMPTE ST 2084 standards of HDR display. 

The look of a cinematic production begins with the lens, and the EOS C700 FF offers both PL and EF lens mount options 

which are interchangeable at a Canon authorized service center. For full frame imaging, the EF lens mount version of the 

new EOS C700 FF is compatible with Canon‘s family of seven Cinema Prime lenses, including the newly announced CN-

E20mm T1.5 L F lens, as well as the diverse lineup of over 70 interchangeable EF lenses. The EF mount supports Canon‘s 

Dual Pixel CMOS AF technology and Dual Pixel Focus Guide. The Focus Guide assists operators with a precision visual indi-

cator in the viewfinder when pulling focus. Alternatively, for certain demanding shooting situations the reliable capabilities 

of Dual Pixel CMOS AF can be deployed. The EOS C700 FF PL mount version is also compatible with Cooke‘s /i metadata 

communication technology. 

 

The EOS C700 FF EF and EOS C700 FF PL are scheduled to be available in July 2018 for an estimated retail price 

of $33,000.00.  

Here is the Youtube video of Canon C700 detailing the C700 features https://www.youtube.com/watch?

v=G4hgzqdcFc8  

Equipment Discussions - 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=G4hgzqdcFc8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=G4hgzqdcFc8
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Canon launches 20mm Cinema Prime Lens for 4K Cameras:  

 
Canon has announced a Cinema Prime lens in 20mm focal length with T1.5. This will further improve the line up of Canon's 

excellent CN-E lenses. This one sits between the 14mm and 24mm CN-E lenses.  

I like Canon's 24mm CN-E lens. So I am sure the CN-E20mm T1.5 L F lens will be a good one. The 20mm CN-E20mm T1.5 

L F lens will have 11 blade aperture for nice bokeh. If you like a manual lens, then nothing can be better than this.  

I think Canon should modify their full manual Cinema prime lenses with Autofocus and Image stabilisation like the CN-E 18

-80 and CN-E 70-200 lenses. Then we will be able to take the benefit of the excellent DPAF. The CN-E20mm T1.5 L F lens 

will be available later this year and the pricing is not known.  

Sharing the press release below.  

 

Canon U.S.A. Expands EF Cinema Lens Lineup With New 20MM Prime Lens for 4K Cameras 

MELVILLE, N.Y., March 28, 2018 – Canon U.S.A. Inc., a leader in digital imaging solutions, today announced the 

launch of a new addition to the Cinema EOS System: the CN-E20mm T1.5 L F lens - a full-manual 20mm Cinema Prime 

Lens for EF Mount cameras. A popular focal length, the 20mm lens delivers exceptional optical performance in a compact  
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form factor. With the introduction of this new lens, Canon further enhances its EF Cinema Lens family to meet a diverse 

range of cinematic and video-production needs, further contributing to the world of cinematography. 

“As Canon continues to expand its reach in the cinema space, we are thrilled to introduce the CN-E20mm T1.5 L F lens, fur-

ther expanding a robust line up of Cinema Prime lenses,‖ said Yuichi Ishizuka, president and COO, Canon U.S.A., Inc. ―This 

new lens will provide users with an option in-between our 14mm and 24mm lenses, giving greater flexibility for their scene 

framing. Canon is excited to see the projects our users create with this lens and Canon Cinema cameras.‖ 

The new CN-E20mm T1.5 L F lens can provide 4K resolution from the center of the images to the periphery, providing high 

image quality for Canon cameras that feature full-frame sensors such as the new EOS C700 FF digital cinema camera. In 

addition, the 11-blade aperture diaphragm alongside a T number1 of 1.5 allows the lens to provide beautifully soft bokeh. 

Like all Canon Cinema Prime lenses, the CN-E20mm T1.5 L F lens features warm, natural-looking tones, 300 degrees of 

focus ring rotation, and minimized focus breathing. 

Since the launch of the Cinema EOS System and EF Cinema Lenses in November 2011, Canon has greatly expanded the EF 

Cinema Lens offerings. The lineup—which includes the Prime, Zoom, Compact Zoom, CINE-SERVO and COMPACT-

SERVO series of lenses—has become very popular for a wide range of users. With the introduction of the CN-E20mm T1.5 L 

F lens, the lineup now boasts a total of 21 lens models. This expansive line of lenses provides cinematographers with even 

more options to choose from, which can support enhanced content creation for a variety of uses and shooting scenarios.  
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Z CAM E2 Cinematic Camera:    
 

The 4k Camera market space is hotting up. Z Cam has announced the E2 Cinematic camera and it will be available by July 

2018. This camera has a micro 4/3rd sensor sourced from Sony. However, it boasts of a phenomenal 120 fps slow motion in 

4K with 10 bit colour. This would rival the specs of much higher level cameras. 

The company also said that this camera will have deep learning technology which will help in continuous autofocus. How 

good it will be compared to the class leading DPAF (Dual Pixel AF) of Canon is yet to be seen. Nevertheless, it sounds pretty 

interesting.  

The camera is box shaped and lacks a view finder. So one has to use an external monitor to shoot. The Z Cam E2 records to 

C Fast cards. There is a USB-C port so one can attach SSD and record directly as well. 

Following are the specs of the Z Cam E2: 

 4K @120fps, 10 bit color, H.264 & H.265 (10 bit) 

 4/3" Sony CMOS sensor, pixel size = 4.63m 

 Micro Four Thirds lens mount 
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 Gigabit Ethernet port for control setting & live streaming 

 iOS app for control setting & live preview 

 4K @60fps HDMI 2.0 4K 60fps, 10bit 

 4K 60fps SDI 12G (optional accessory) 

 Deep Learning Engine built in with SDK 

 Global shutter variant to be available soon 

 

Indicative Retail Price: $1,999 USD 
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EIZO Releases 31.1" DCI-4K Monitor with HDR Gama Support   
 

Hakusan, Japan, April 5, 2018 – EIZO Corporation (TSE: 6737) today announced the new ColorEdge CG319X – a 31.1-inch 

monitor with DCI-4K resolution (4096 x 2160) and HDR gamma support for the professional post production workflow. It 

is the successor model to the CG318-4K with several upgraded features. 

 

 

Distinguishing it from its predecessor, the ColorEdge CG319X comes equipped with HLG (hybrid log-gamma) and the PQ 

(perceptual quantization) curve for displaying and editing HDR (high dynamic range) video content. The optimized gamma 

curves render images to appear more true to how the human eye perceives the real world compared to SDR (standard dy-

namic range). Having a monitor equipped with HDR gamma support ensures professional creators can reliably display 

HDR content during the editing process so it is ready for color grading at the end of the workflow. 

 

ColorEdge CG319X is equipped with an upgraded built-in calibration sensor, which allows the user to continue to operate 

the monitor even during recalibration. The sensor swings onto the screen at a time designated by the user and takes up min-

imal space so work remains uninterrupted.1 A built-in sensor eliminates the need for a third-party calibration device and 

ensures the screen stays color-accurate. 

 

The monitor‘s wide color gamut reproduces 98% of the DCI-P3 color space used in the media and entertainment industry.  

 

In compliance with the DCI standard, the ColorEdge CG319X offers a high contrast ratio of 1500:1 for producing true blacks 

that are otherwise difficult to display on a typical LCD monitor. In addition, it is equipped with a retardation film which al-

lows tones to retain their depth even when viewed from an angle. 
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The color and brightness of an LCD monitor can be affected by changes in ambient temperature of the monitor itself. The 

ColorEdge CG319X is equipped with an internal temperature sensor which detects those changes and adjusts the monitor so 

gradations, color, brightness, and other characteristics continue to be displayed accurately. The algorithm used in the AI 

(artificial intelligence) 2 of the monitor allows it to perform this temperature detection and adjustment even at high bright-

ness levels for providing a truly accurate viewing environment. In addition, EIZO‘s patented digital uniformity equalizer 

(DUE) technology also counterbalances the influences that a fluctuating temperature may have on color temperature and 

brightness for stable image display across the entire screen. The monitor also provides noiseless, fanless operation while 

still maintaining low heat output without impacting performance. 

 

Additional Features 

 3D LUT for individual color adjustment on an RGB cubic table 

 10-bit simultaneous display from a 24-bit LUT for smooth color gradations 3 

 DCI-4K resolution at 60 Hz via DisplayPort 1.2 or HDMI input 

 Broadcast and cinema preset modes: EBU, Rec. 2020, Rec. 709, SMPTE-C, DCI, PQ, and HLG 

 Two DisplayPort and two HDMI inputs 

 Ergonomic stand which meets IEC/EN 62368-1 

 Light-shielding hood included 

 5-year manufacturer‘s warranty 4 

 

EIZO will be showing the ColorEdge CG319X for the first time at the NAB Show 2018 in Las Vegas, USA from April 9 – 12. 

Visit Booth SL15713 to see the product. 

 

Availability 

The ColorEdge CG319X will begin shipping in May, 2018. Date of availability varies by country so contact the EIZO group 

company or distributor in your country for details.  
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Lacie launches Rugged RAID Pro with USB-C    
 

Lacie has launched Rugged RAID Pro, its lineup of external hard disks which can sustain a fall from 4 feet high. This lineup 

is known for its visually striking orange rubber cashing designed by Neil Poulton. 

However, in the new design the wrap around cable is not present. I won‘t mind as in the previous thunderbolt 1.0 version, 

my cable was not always working fine. The included USB-C port and Thunderbolt 3 cable would be fine as one can always 

change a cable if it doesn‘t work. However, anything which is directly connected cannot be prised out if it doesn‘t work. 

 Lacie has also included a UHS-II SD Card slot to read SD cards directly. This would be useful for people who are using cam-

eras with SD cards or for other applications where SD cards are used. 

I like the Lacie Rugged hard disks as they are great for travel or for sending files to clients abroad. 

The Lacie Rugged RAID Pro 4TB hard disk is going to cost 350 USD. So it is a costly option if you want some amount of pro-

tection from falls and bumps. 

 

PRESS RELEASE 

Seagate Showcases Latest Products, Partnerships And Unveils New Online Community To In-

dustry-Leading Media & Entertainment Organizations At NAB 2018 

LAS VEGAS, NV – NAB 2018 – At the NAB 2018 conference Seagate Technology (NASDAQ: STX), a world leader in data  

storage solutions, today announced the launch of a new product, LaCie Rugged® RAID Pro, and creative professional  

community, Collective. These announcements mark Seagate‘s ongoing commitment to provide innovative solutions and  
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platforms to support the workflows of creative professionals that allow digital content to be created, stored, utilized and 

shared in the most creative and effective ways. 

―Digital content creation is key in the media and entertainment (M&E) industry, comprising of unique moments that are the 

product of time and money – and often irreplaceable,‖ said Tim Bucher, senior vice president of Seagate consumer solu-

tions. ―We have seen an exponential rise in the amount of data created and as such, it has become central to industries such 

as M&E. From shooting on set through to post-production, the transferring, storing and accessing of data is a pivotal part of 

the creative workflow. At Seagate, we‘re constantly looking to deliver storage solutions that allow people to unlock their full 

creative potential, and create truly memorable content.‖ 

Seagate and LaCie solutions are helping the M&E industry protect the value of this high-quality, high-resolution digital vid-

eo throughout the capturing, editing, distribution and archiving process. From technology geared for small post-production  

houses to complex systems ideal for multi-editor environments, these solutions provide the ability to manage large amounts 

of data while ensuring it is secure and accessible anytime, anywhere. 

Addressing industry‘s increasing demand for high performance storage on set, LaCie is launching the Rugged® RAID 

Pro 4TB, design by Neil Poulton, the next generation of its popular Rugged RAID solution. 

From the plains of Africa, to sub-zero temperatures, to the wasteland of abandoned Chernobyl, the Rugged range has served 

creative explorers no matter where they are, providing safe and reliable storage for the last 13 years. Encased in the famous 

orange rubber shell, the Rugged RAID Pro offers up to 240 MB/s in RAID 0 and RAID 1 for peace-of-mind in having a se-

cond copy in the field, as well as when transporting content back to the editing studios. With the integrated SD Card Reader, 

creative professionals can quickly offload content with the quick import toolkit. The Rugged RAID Pro is designed with the 

latest USB-C connector and compatible with next-generation Thunderbolt 3 computers but also backward compatible with 

USB 3.0. While the drive is also shock, dust, crush and water resistant, LaCie includes 3-Year Limited Warranty with Rescue 

Data Recovery Services and 1-Month Adobe All-Apps Plan (a $79.49 value) – featuring Adobe Photoshop CC, Adobe Illus-

trator CC and much more giving creative professionals peace of mind when exploring and capturing the world. LaCie Rug-

ged RAID Pro will be shipping this quarter with an estimated suggested price of $349. 
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COUNTRY NOTEBOOK: M.Krishnan: A Skink would a-courting go  - 7 August 1967      

The Sunday Statesman (shared by Shri. Saktipada Panigrahi)   

COMMON SKINK 

"Of the lizard family one may well say: " How are the mighty fallen!" Once pre-historic lizards dominated life on earth, but 

those great monsters and dragons died out long, long ago, and today the degenerate representatives of the family scuttle 

along walls and hedges, and hide in crevices in stone and bark. In fact, with the exception of the crocodiles and alligators, 

none of them is really dangerous, or even frighteningly big. 

 

All the same, they retain their primitive urges and passions, and are both violent and secretive in their ways. The life of 

most small lizards consists of hunting prey and escaping being killed, furtive solitude and sudden displays of intimidation. 

One would expect love to be a brief and somewhat violent urge with such creatures, and in many lizards love is like that. 

Therefore it was a surprise and a revelation to me when I followed a pair of courting Skinks for five days in my backyard 

some years ago, and noted that their intimacy was marked by a protracted courtship and many tender overtures that were 

ludicrously human at times. 

They were the common Skinks of our plains (Mabuiya carinata), and both were very big. The female, over 10 inches long, 

was darker, and had the dark chocolate "hyphen-marks" on the skin prominently displayed; but because it had a regenerat-

ing tail, was much less in length; it was markedly paler. Both skins had a faint mauve blush over the dominant olive green 

Natural History - 

Skink                                                                                                        Image Courtesy - Prajwal Ullal 

http://www.indiawilds.com/forums/member.php?u=1836
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of the skin~I do not know if this blush signified breeding condition. 

For the first two days, the pair would not allow a really close approach, but thereafter "accepted" me, and I was with the pair 

from morning till late in the evening each day, seldom further then two yards away, often much nearer. I was using a folding 

camera with a proxar lens for close up pictures, and had to get the lens an estimated 18 inches from my subjects for the pic-

tures. The pair kept close together, and except occasionally when hunting,were never more than 10 ft from each other. At 

nightfall the Skinks retired to a pile of stones, and disappeared down the many deep tunnels in the pile, and did not come 

out till the sun was up next morning. 

It was during the early rains, in July-August, that I watched this pair, and at midday, if the sun was shining, they would bask 

in close proximity, bodies usually touching on a big slab of stone; if it rained, they found ample shelter under this same 

stone, which had a hollow space beneath it. 

There were many other Skinks in my backyard, all of them considerably smaller, and invariably they ran away from the vi-

cinity of the courting couple. The male was gallant in its attitude to its mate, never disputing any prey, and allowing the fe-

male to take the cockroaches I offered occasionally. 

Tactile stimuli and responses seemed to play an important part in the leisurely progress of the courtship. 

The male often snuggled up to the resting female, touching it with the body, sometimes caressing it with the snout. On the 

fourth day they mated, and mated again, twice. On the fifth day there was a sustained downpour and they disappeared from 

sight - in fact, I did not see them together again. I saw the female a week later, on the tiles of my bathroom in which it had, 

apparently, found a congenial home for the rains."  

- M. Krishnan 

This was published on 7 August 1967  
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Jungle Cat by Shyamala Kumar 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

Leopard in Bandipur by Jerin Dinesh 
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Black-headed Oriole by Jitendra Katre 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Oriental White eye by Sandipan Ghosh   
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Horn Eyed Ghost Crab by Anil Kumar Verma  
 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mating pair of horned Treehoppers by Prajwal Ullal 

 

  

Wildlife Photography - 
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This is the 112th Issue of IndiaWilds magazine.  I look forward to your inputs and support in preserv-

ing the last tracts of wilderness and wildlife of our beautiful country. For other interesting articles and im-

ages check - http://www.indiawilds.com/forums/    

To post in the IndiaWilds forums, you can register free of cost using your Full Name as user id at  -                 

http://www.indiawilds.com/forums/register.php 

If you are already a member of IndiaWilds and have forgotten you user id and/or password you can 

mail  administrator@indiawilds.com 

 Regards, 

Sabyasachi Patra 

Profile: http://www.indiawilds.com/about.htm 
Contact: http://www.indiawilds.com/contact%20us.htm 
Facebook: http://www.facebook.com/pages/IndiaWilds/132629240481 
Diary: http://www.indiawilds.com/diary/ 
Equipment reviews: http://www.indiawilds.com/diary/category/equipment/ 
Forums: http://www.indiawilds.com/forums/index.php 
Channel: http://www.youtube.com/indiawilds 
 

Publisher's address: - Plot No. 1, Akarpuri Colony,  
    Near Vaithal Temple, Old Town,  
    Bhbuaneshwar, 751002 
    Odisha 

    Mobile - +919910900446      
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