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Indiscriminate Tree Plantations: Ecosystem Vandalism

O
lndlanldS Every kid is taught in school that chlorophyl!/

converts into energy and release oxygen. Trees
to rainfall. The roots of trees help bind the
Al so, the direct benefit of fruits, flowers an
tion capture the imagination of people as a go

l um has been desidgnleaedar m tnuodreenttshadnont hese few | i

i mpact of trees. No wonder, Officers in India
|l arge ecol ogical il literates& rSospwhseea ftars kafdf i
eion on Climate Change, our bureaucrats have f

ree plantation.

dindia has decided that it would undertake tree

%iahnumongous 4,68,222 square kilometer area. Th

Jhelum, Chenab, Ravi, Beas, Sutlej, Yamuna, Br
nadi, Krishna and Cauvery. The Government offi
|l arge area wil&d deemmi tmeent Itnaifai ght cl i mate che
such a | arge area should help in sequestering
ronment ministry officials believe that over a
be result in 50.21 million tonnes of carbon se
QroY 74. 76 million tonnes in 20 years. I'n this n
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The existing river basin tree plantation idea is |ike mandi
to operate on an ailing patient. The outcome of such a misa
We have constructed way too many dams in our rivers. Our Go
ment i mpact assessment of constructi@dghdamst hAsmanieswml £€coin
sustain |life. There is huge environmenpalweir mprojedus. tdot be
ment should start dismantling some of the old dams where th
carrying capacity has gone down due to siltation. The cost

these dams. I n USA, they have started dismantling ol d dams
that happens, nature will start taking its own course. Just
will start growing.

Wherever, exotic Lantana, Prosopis and other such weeds hayv
ing of the weeds and plantation of native vegetation. El se,

cause more harm to our nature than good.
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Article -

Probable First Record of Indian Roofed Turtle ( Pangshura tecta, Gray 1831) from

Freshwater Inland Wetland, Gujarat, India
By Hiren J. Chaudhari and Hiren B. Soni

P. G. Department of Environment al Science & Technology (EST)
I nstitute of Science & Technology for Advanced Studies & Re

Val l abh Vidganh@@jrarat) | ndi a

Correspondihnigr eAuktuhmoarr:] ¢ @g mai | . com
INTRODUCTION
Gl obally, 326 tortoise and freshwater turtle species occur

ica, Central America, South America, Mediterranean, Sub-Saharan Africa, Asia, and Australia( Bu h |l mann al 2009) .
Asia is the primary region for 77 speciewswioP|l abysoiesai dad f
inae (16), Geoemydidae (53), T(eBuhuldmat dale 2 0QT0HPe offa nielsyt u@e neers
comprises of highly endang(eBaerdu ashp,e tZ2hdlsa)o.haSoahbeabtt Asi most
with 28 species, ranked among top five countri(®&shimanaer ms o
2009) . Mol hag 108F9rteavthda ch i s moderately common on along th
The previously published |iterature mainly focuses on the b
(Vyas, .2001)

Pangshura tecta(Gray, 1831)

The gRangsltwmari sessiodfednadrlt| es. I n®ragblyemass iddh ommpeokiag s Pa
ga, P. smithi, P. syTehrett¢erist ad e rP, T hlee8ton)a.] aan ®RBBh @ sl h Ty aGtrlagc { a
1831) is the freshwater turtle belonging to tBRe fiestniohnye Qefo @

17 freshwater turtlEeTislpaderd tf @8H)b.nien olfndihae podWNlyywskn@Wm 11)r

The entire population of this species is under abi(oMyias,and
2001) .
DISTRIBUTION

This species has been reported frombdasn,di.B99t)alka ssta nwi dNee prad n
I ndia, in the drainages of the Indus, the Ganges, the Brahmnm
(Smith, .1980)he p(Basomatatr yRy 2t@dek3t)aobserved very rarely in
Diffolu river in Kaziranga NP, Assam. 1t is also fo@uhid ak t
and Sinha., TMW8WY)have also reported the occurrence of the sa
Hal | (ha80)yecorded the s iBddiags Polrahegesttaaé sNepakn reported ir
bodies of Gujarat e. g(.ZNar n2d0doROl)R{ t @B A XdGujtat @at be moderately

6
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other reported specie of turtles from various biotic provin

HABITAT

Slemwoving rivers and stagnant water bodies |ike ponds, pudd!|
omni vor ous.s pgecitRkess Ki ng on banks, |l ogs, or aquatic vegetat:i
erally observed to avoid | ocations that have been disturbed

cies -ldaysgdgs each per clutch on saf@dymeadnk &Ehie).afldeds tcdre sq

found in freshwater rivers and stagnant wat ewatberdilahi tHotwe v
(Hossain, 1995)h.asDad s(001 Pub) i shed one record of I ndian RooOf e
Sundarbans delta. Its occurrence in saltwater might be due
of Arbesi river, West Bengal

IDENTIFICATION

P teanhabe distinguished by the presence of a distinct "roof
cludes fine yellow longitudinal stripes on the neck, red or
sides and a strong median keel. The head is moderately smal
pl ates @®ii@degdhomt front. The plastron is united with carapace
tensively developed, extending nearly to the neural pl at es,
shield is elongated, much |l onger than broad and much | onger
webbed digits, and forelimbs bear five claws having yell ow
are the smaller of the sexes and possess a comparatively | o
white bands on top of the tails, while females possess yel/l
are red as opposed to the paler carapaces and pink irises o
THREATS

In the I ndian State of Uttar Pradesh, certain tribal commun
turtle kill, putting theé¢Tcltaatand' Siekiastand8d)in danger

CONSERVATION STATUS

The I ndian Roofed Turtle is Protectd4dAhmede, .2VPINNOt)LeIr7n2a tainodn apll
Conservation of Nature (1 UCN) (hAahsmedde,c|dalrledd)s.aa! Yol neclabd ed sip
Convention on International Trade in Endangered Species of
the most endange-t éedtanconagi GHTABESedd @ElIBdm®t)s s a rel atively wi

| ocal consumption reported. Popul atidahmed, ak8aO) egarded as

SITE DESCRIPTION

Kanewal Community Reservoir (KCR) is an internationally i mp
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(Scott,; 1d9e8s9i)g ndNe¢ teldarmds @f Natibamdl al mpopbaedecommunity reseil
India. It is | 86Ntlealt ibteudBBanh 2R Uude at an altitude bet wee
|l evel, covering an area of 1500 ha. I't is situated-Bhe@uijla- 6

rat Rajwara regi ohRodg &€resntarmd Rajwatra,tl ile88i)n a natural depr ¢
bankment with a circumference of about 15 km and compri ses
having Dry tropical monsoon climate with an average annual

and September.

L S GUARATA

Figure 1. Map showing Location of Study Site (KCR)

OBSERVATION
On tIS9eptember, 2021, at around 9: 40 am, we observed one indi
shall ow clear water at Kanewal Community Reserve (KCR), (22

Guj arat Water Supply and Sewerage Board (GWSSB). As the ind
snapped few photographs for confirmation of its identity. L
aquatic habitat, not to be harmed by natural or anthropogen
(Ti kader and Shar ma, 198t5he Dame eiles 2WOL)i dent PRngd has al heéia
Gray, 1831). The species is aquatic and inhabits freshwater

cies and comparati(Veil yade p,odie9d &3iummdeamt aquati dMaplsaendti as maiaide
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i a, Hydrilla verticand aptlae n tNeed yusnhbdoe ansugcoi éfaecareaa a sui t abl e hall
an Roofed Turtle.

SIGNIFICANCE OF THE RECORD

Figure 2. Pangshura tecta (Gray, 1831) at Kanewal Co

I n the past, some researchers have worked only on the breed
(Vyas, .200nl)addition, previous published Iiterature did not
in Gujarat since | ast 32 years. Therefore, as there is lack
Roofed Hwurtedaetnd i ts natural aquatic habitat in Gujarat, the
&nusual or | nfr ebq e mtb a®d ccu rFdiensd@uR eaa art d I ndi a.
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Article -

Changes observed during a decade long love affair with Chilika
By Mrs.Shakti Bishnoi - Photos by AS Bishnoi

For the | ast one decade, we have been visiting Chilika | ake
back year aftherheyeparbutwenodanmce the change in flora and faun:
birds census is conducted. And that tempers the pleasure of
Our heart is tinged with sadness due to the changes that we
ty in helping save a wonderful ecosystem that too thousands

©A S Bishnoi/www.indiawilds.com

Largest Brackish Water Lake:
Chilika Lake, the | argest brackish water | agoon of Asia is
and is one of the 42 Ramsar sites in India. Chilika is home

spectacul ar display of myriad hues of colours from over 160

Chilika which is wel!/l known for its beauty has nearly a doz
Nal abana | ocated inside it. Chilika is nourished by rainfed
various salinity |levels and different kinds of flora and fa

uni que biodiversity that supports around 200, 000 fisher men

Unfortunately Chilika is steadily losing its rich wsemdértoir
deforestation that has resudkmedong saxunaw Baedcleembaokmehe.
two natural +eautikéaadi Bahid Arakhakuda which allowed | imited

it unique and ideal for biodiversity.
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man created boundaries to be a barrier in their journey. Th
kms journey. Gl obal warming because of humans has made the
9000 kms from ptodiel éd @odwei.t bfalri es nonstop 12200kms every y

vww.indiawilds.conr

We studied all night as it dwawa rbti gt o egs@p onrspd rba dadrted .a nNedbwte da
group and my husband went to Ganjam with another experience
|l i ke sponge and with eyes wide open clicked pictures of bea
mucmore than bird count, we got down in the shallow waters

tored the hasbikteaetn. slrri eBnatliaf i ¢ eyes were | ooking for all the
someti mes warm water full of water plants swaying inside br
with joy. Dr bala has been very kind to everyone he met in

ever asked him a question.

The most interesting part of the census was all the teams w
the birds in sight of your area were |isted in a jourmal Wi
made a note of the number and recorded it in flew in col umn
|l ied and addition and subtraction of I|isted birds were done
Our census field trip got over by afternoon and we were all
|l ater in the evening as the sites were far away. Our first

13
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birds. We purchased a book on chilka birds to gain knowl edg
After 365 days preparation, we migrated |ike the birds to c
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S
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S S

fu
nd

m

ught to us by Dr Bala the previ

nt into our respective teams as

started for our bird count the
ecial as our knowledge was usef
unt the birds barring few. I sa
d it was a memory to cherish fo

r Ganjam and he did justice to

I went well as planned and we r

peviositing nextoépyaaardds stea t he bi

ot her year went by and our daug
r along when she was few months
s cordial and all three of wus w
g all the flying, swimming and
| abana. She spoke only when she
to watch her enjoy&ther i wdr ko
, we started having our veg foo
and Dr bala offered her one egg
close to it and kéeaptc hwactkc.hiWeg ai
I picked up Kanan and Kanan pic
ds the direction the sound was

smiled and moved towards him to

er hands. She handed over the e
of an egg morphing into a chick
Il of wonder ful memories as we
then move to mangl aj odi for an

we could never go to the Mangl

on.
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Not all is well with Chilika:

We have seen the | andsc aopveero ft hMa nygelaarjso.d iWec hhaanvgei agi t nessed h
turned into guides and protectors of the birds they hunted
l'ivelihood is ensured, then most of the poaching areas <can

to set an example so that no one repeats poaching of birds.

On our |l ast bird census we noticed that the Odisha forest d
was trying to be authoritative and there was no room for se

meeting room for briefing but going for bird count next day

we saw a red wattled | apwing hanging upside down in air. Wh
transparent wires to kill the Dbirds in flight and eatdst. W
until we reached hrd@@iiur Wer boy rowemh ki tchen and applied it t
cials were out in the field to complete bird census. 't st a

A decade of bird census has changed us and made us better.

jungle adventures, and butterfly rearing. She is 8 years an

vindiawildsicom

We have realised that while we give our entire time and res

to God, we completely forget that @Bhedrhiquestms |évemy ydarmb.ir

mi ss even acknowledgi ndhutmae puesdernsce tdife onigrmdamry birds, tF
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