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Amphan, Fani, Titli, Ockhi, Hudhud, Phailin are not just any common names. These are the 

names of nature’s violent forces that we call as cyclones. These cyclones have been battering us 

in the recent past. In the recent memory, the first time we got really battered under the impact 

of a Cyclone was in 1999. Termed as Super Cyclone or Catergory 4 Hurricane, it caused untold 

devastation in Odisha. Not even the worst war fought in recent memory can emulate the viru-

lence of that Super Cyclone 05B. 10,000 people were reported dead. One could see bodies ly-

ing everywhere. Houses were blown away. Numerous dead cattle and livestock were the only 

ones giving company to the dead bodies of people. No man could hold back the tears after 

watching those sights.  

Cyclone Frequency:  

Since then we have come a long way. Our capabilities and preparedness to minimize loss of life 

during such cyclones have improved. However, the frequency of such cyclones have also increased. 

Phailin in 2013, Hudhud in 2014 and then cyclones every year since 2017. Cyclone Ockhi in 

Nov 2017, Cyclone Titli in October 2018, Cyclone Fani in May 2019 and then now Cyclone Am-

phan in May 2020. We hope the frequency of cyclones don’t increase from once a year to twice 

a year. Unfortunately, our Earth is facing a human induced Climate Crisis, which is increasing 

the frequency and intensity of extreme weather events. So our apprehension of more than one 

cyclonic storm hitting us in the same calendar year is increasingly looking realistic.  

A year ago, Cyclone Fani had hit India and Bangladesh in May 2019. However, the landfall and 

the maximum damage was in Odisha. The highest wind speed of 250 kmph brought blew away 

doors, windows, roofs and vehicles in a far more realistic manner than doomsday horror films 

had every portrayed. Some estimates suggest that Cyclone Fani had caused atleast $8.1 billion 

dollars worth of damages.  

After cyclone Fani caused unprecedented havoc, Odisha’s Chief Minister who had ordered 

evacuation of 1.2 million people had said that this is the rarest of rare case of a cyclone hitting 

in Summer. It was the first instance of a cyclone hitting Odisha in summer in 43 years and the 

third in 150 years. However, immediately after a year, again in the same month of May, Cy-

clone Amphan hit us in May 2020. Though it hit only the northern parts of Odisha, it did lot of 

damage to Kolkata and Sundarbans in the neighbouring state of West Bengal. Early estimates 

suggest at least $13.2 Billion dollars of damage in West Bengal alone.  

 

Cyclone On and On  
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Cyclone in Summer: Abnormal is new Normal  

Cyclone Fani in 2019 was termed as an aberration as it was the first cyclone in summer in 43 

years. However, with Cyclone Amphan hitting us again in summer, we can no longer ignore it 

as an aberration. And when we analyse this with the fact that Cyclone Ockhi, in November 

2017 was the first severe cyclone in 40 years which travelled almost 2400 kms from Bay of 

Bengal to Gujarat and killed 365 people, then we realise that something is really serious. To-

day abnormal has become the new normal. Only the most insane folks can now close their eyes 

to the reality staring at us – the reality that not all is well with our Planet Earth. Unfortunately, 

except man, every other species can understand when things go wrong. As the cyclone Am-

phan was gathering pace in the Bay of Bengal, in Bhubaneshwar suddenly millions of ants 

were observed to leave behind their nest and climb up the wall. Ants can perceive drop in am-

bient temperature, pressure and humidity and know that storm and rains are going to lash the 

city.  

https://youtu.be/RG-QH8VyWww  

We humans don't have the natural ability to understand impending danger, so atleast we 

should listen to prediction of scientists.   

Loss in Green Cover:  

These scientific predictions doesn’t reach the common man. Since the industrial revolution, 

along with human population explosion, the way of life of people have also changed to a high-

carbon lifestyle. Concretization has become the norm. Every individual family is seemingly in 

a war against nature and are concretising every square inch of space available. People even 

concretise all the area leaving just the tree. So it becomes difficult for the trees to survive. Per-

colation of water into the ground also suffers and the trees too suffer. And when there are only 

a few trees left and all the other spaces are either concretised or converted into lawns, the few 

remaining trees are sitting ducks in a cyclonic storm. A lot of trees are uprooted during cy-

clones and this results in substantial reduction in the green cover.   

In 2019, Cyclone Fani wrought havoc on the Balukhand wildlife sanctuary in Odisha and many 

trees were uprooted. During the recent Cyclone Amphan, similarly huge trees were uprooted 

in many places in Kolkata and in Sundarbans. However, apart from the immediate loss of 

green cover, the visuals of fallen trees due to storm are widely shared resulting in inducing fear 

psychosis among people. So people in urban areas are now cutting big trees for fear of falling 

and destroying their houses. Overall green cover is the casualty. 

Reduction in green cover is changing the micro-climate of the area. There is “heat island ef-

https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fyoutu.be%2FRG-QH8VyWww&data=02%7C01%7CM.Godbole%40shell.com%7C5dbdb7ff992e437a21ef08d8015cdf19%7Cdb1e96a8a3da442a930b235cac24cd5c%7C0%7C0%7C637260845678958638&sdata=iHBwbWj032IoVl8kaH1ZWanBaYgg
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fect” due to extensive concretization as the air surrounding the concrete buildings are heated up resulting in a heat envelop 

over the urban areas. Earlier trees and water bodies used to reduce the heat island effect. Now water bodies are vanishing as 

they are being indiscriminately filled up to make way for buildings. And the trees are being systematically cut off. So the 

overall temperatures are bound to go up exacerbating the impacts of climate change.  

Higher Temperatures:  

Nature has been hitting us with increased vehemence as the Earth’s climate has been in boil. Since the industrial revolution days, the increased use 

of fossil fuels and industrial activities has led to gradual increase in temperatures. This rise in temperatures is causing massive changes in our cli-

mate and causing extreme weather events. The Paris Agreement has brought countries to an agreement to limit the rise of global average tempera-

ture to below 2 deg centigrade above pre-industrial revolution levels.  

According to National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA) “April 2020 also marked the 44th consecutive April and the 424th con-

secutive month with temperatures, at least nominally, above the 20th century average. Averaged as a whole, the global land and ocean surface tem-

perature for April 2020 was 1.06°C (1.91°F) 

above the 20th century average of 13.7°C 

(56.7°F) and the second highest April temper-

ature in the 141-year record. Only April 2016 

was warmer at +1.13°C (+2.03°F). The eight 

warmest Aprils have occurred since 2010. 

April 2016 and 2020 were the only Aprils that 

had a global land and ocean surface tempera-

ture departure above 1.0°C (1.8°F). The April 

2020 value is also tied with December 2019 

as the 11th highest monthly temperature de-

parture in the 1,684-monthly record.”  

 

 Our ocean temperatures have been rising as well and this is resulting in warmer ocean currents touching the massive icebergs and melting some of 

the ice in the Arctic. Scientists have found that our wind pattern has changed from the beginning of the century and that is causing ice loss in West 

Antarctic ice sheet in the Amundsen Sea. https://www.indiawilds.com/diary/indiawilds-newsletter-vol-11-issue-ix/ 

Some estimates suggest that by 2100 the sea levels will rise by 2 meters.  

Sacrificing Environment & Forests:  

So the Governments of various countries are supposed to take notice and work towards it. Unfortunately, despite supposed pious intentions and lot 

of feel good messages during International biodiversity day, wildlife week etc, our Government does nothing to save our nature and environment. 

In the name of industrial development the Government is sacrificing forests for mining, dams, power plants, and other projects.  

In the month of March, MoEF&CC has even modified the Environment Impact Assessment norms for pharmaceutical companies to waive off the 

EIA requirement in the name of increasing our capability to manufacture medicines in view of the corona virus. As many as 100 projects were im-

https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.indiawilds.com%2Fdiary%2Findiawilds-newsletter-vol-11-issue-ix%2F&data=02%7C01%7Cm.godbole%40shell.com%7C0054c70e7ce04296e99008d80148b284%7Cdb1e96a8a3da442a930b235cac24cd5c%7C0%7C0%7C637260
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mediately permitted and many more will be given permission by September 2020.  

Clearly the MoEF&CC, which is the ministry meant to protect our environment and forests and ensure that we get saved from climate change has 

decided to wage a war against its basic purpose. Can one ever imagine the protectors to turn into vandals? Well that is what has happened today. 

Abnormal has become the new normal.  

The Government refuses to learn.  

Uttarakhand Landslides: Nature’s warnings ignored  

In 2013, Uttarakhand suffered massive landslides and thousands were washed away. More than 5700 were officially presumed dead. Unofficial 

numbers talk about many tens of thousands dead. The estimation is difficult because there were thousands of pilgrims and tourists in Badrinath, 

Kedarnath, Gongotri, Yamunotri, Valley of Flowers and all along the way in various towns. The fragile Himalayan range, destroyed by blasting for 

dams and road buildings as well as denudation of all vegetation for human habitations had made the place vulnerable. The landslides impacted 

roughly 4500 villages and wiped away many forever. However, the Government refuses to learn from it and is constructing 4 lane highway by bla-

tantly avoiding Environment Impact Assessment. Government divided the project into small components to avoid the EIA instead of doing the EIA 

across the landscape. Normally this approach is taken by officers of corrupt industries to exploit the loopholes in law. When the Government adopts 

that approach, and itself exploits the loopholes in law to commit illegalities, then one can be sure that India has abandoned its environment, forests 

and wildlife for short-term gains of a few industrialists.   

Unfortunately, the changes we see are seismic in nature and the ecologically fragile lands sacrificed are going to tilt the balance against the health 

of our biodiversity forever. So expect climate change to be in full swing and more extreme weather events like Cyclone Fani and Cyclone Amphan 

in the future.  

Climate Refugees: A simmering time bomb  

Since last may this two cyclones have together caused atleast $20 billion dollars or atleast 1.5 lakh crores. And since this is a recurring phenomena, 

this number will keep on increasing every year.  

The Climate Crisis is impacting the poor more than the big industrialists. The houses are blown away and drowned. With storm surge and sea water 

ingress during cyclones, fields turn saline and become unsuitable for crops. Lives as well as livelihoods are lost forever. These are the Climate refu-

gees. The impact of the climate refugees is tremendous.  

A Hungry Man is an Angry Man.  

It is difficult to estimate for how long the climate refugees will remain as law-abiding citizens. Given a recent report about 

well to do middle class people in Delhi looting mangos from a road side vendor, as the crates were unattended while the 

man was moving his cart, it is clear that the moral compass of not just the Government ministers and officers but also that 

of the common man has changed for the worse. So there is an increasing likelihood of social strife due to climate refugees. It 

would be pertinent to mention that no country can progress when there is social strife. So the industrialists and ministers 

pushing the case of industries at the cost of environment and forests is like the story of Kalidasa sitting on the branch and 

cutting it from the tree - a hard fall the only inevitable consequence.  
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Article - 

Point Calimere: Journey to a Bird Paradise 

By Mrs. Shakti & Mr. A S Bishnoi 

Since the day I first saw a migratory bird near Vishakhapatnam airport, my interests in watching migratory birds have in-

creased manifold. When the busy, rusty and boredom inducing life style in the concrete jungles of the cities with its at-

tendant problems of honking and smoke laden air wears down your mind and body, it is time to escape. And there is per-

haps no better way to escape than get behind the wheel to visit a wilderness place to indulge in the fascinating hobby of 

birdwatching. We planned to visit Point Calimere Wildlife and Bird Sanctuary in Nagapattinam district, in Southern India, 

Tamil Naidu which is hub of migratory birds. Migratory birds arrive in Point Calimere from the Rann of Kutch, Eastern 

Siberia, Northern Russia, Central Asia and parts of Europe for their feeding season and begin their journey way back in 

January. 

The courage to drive long distances comes when your hand is firmly on the grip of the steering wheel of a trusted motor 

vehicle. For us the trusted vehicle is an 8 year old Santro shod with Apollo tyres. This is not just an ordinary decision as my 

wife Shakti Bishnoi, who is equally enthusiastic in her love for the wilds and in bird watching, was 7 months pregnant and 

was accompanying me. 

The started our journey winding through some fascinating stretches of paddy fields and villages - some vibrantly active and 

some serene amidst tranquility of nature. It took us 3 days of drive to reach Bombay Natural History Society Centre for Mi-

gratory Birds study, Pt. Calimere (Vedaranyam) after halts at Rajamundry and Chennai. 

 Flamingos in Point Calimere Wildlife Sanctuary 

https://www.indiawilds.com/diary/wp-admin/edit.php?post_type=post&author=37
http://www.indiawilds.com/diary/wp-content/images/Flamingo.jpg
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Article - 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Point Calimere (Nagapattinum)  

The Point Calimere sanctuary is situated in Nagapattinum District of Tamil Naidu. It is the only Ramsar site in the state, 

affirming its status as a 

wetland of global im-

portance. The habitat of 

sanctuary is a unique mix 

of grasslands, mudflats, 

backwater, sand dunes 

and tropical dry ever-

green forests. It also has 

salt pans spread across a 

huge area. It attracts a 

large variety of birds, not 

only local birds but also a 

number of migratory 

birds. 

 

Point Calimere Wildlife Sanctuary 

http://www.indiawilds.com/diary/wp-content/images/point-Calimere-1.jpg
http://www.indiawilds.com/diary/wp-content/images/DSCN1820.jpg
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Article - 

As we reached late in the night, after braving the storm Neelam which just touched the BNHS study centre. We woke up 

late, had speedy and steamy breakfast and went to see Point Calimere Wildlife sanctuary with due permission from Forest 

officials. We saw herd of deer and 

jungle birds as well. 

The weather was clear and we 

headed out for bird watching. The 

birds in the Point Calimere in-

cludes threatened species such as 

Spot Billed Pelican, Nordmann’s 

Greenshank, Spoon-Bill San-

dipiper, Black Necked Stork. Near 

threatened species include Black 

Headed Ibis, Asian Dowitcher, 

lesser Flamingo, Darter etc. 

Bird Ringing 

Third day onwards, we started observing the ringing phenomena carried out by Dr Balachandran, who has been working 

with BNHS since 1980s 

and doing this bird ring-

ing for a decade. We could 

capture migratory birds 

i.e Black tailed Godwit, 

Common Redshank, 

Common Greenshank etc 

and resident birds viz, 

Indian Pitta, Common 

tailor bird, Asian paradise 

flycatcher etc and saw 

Ringing/banding. Cap-

tured birds were fitted 

with BNHS metals rings 

and biometric of birds 

were recorded.  

Bird ringing with Dr. Balachandran of BNHS  

Herd of Spotted Deer at Point Calime 

http://www.indiawilds.com/diary/wp-content/images/deer-at-point-Calimere.jpg
http://www.indiawilds.com/diary/wp-content/images/bird-ringing-by-Dr-Bala.jpg


9 

     IndiaWilds— Conservation and Wildlife Photography                                                                            www.indiawilds.com  

Article - 

Ringing helps to study their population, the breeding origin, migratory routes and stopover sites of select long distance mi-

gratory birds. The migration data collected for birds is interesting and educating. As part of birds banding or ringing we 

learned bird trapping using mist net, clap trap, technique to remove birds from mist nets and then how to hold birds with-

out injuring them.  

All birds have different kinds of bands/rings depending upon their tarsus bone and accordingly a band is fixed while hold-

ing them safely. We were also taught about sexing and ageing by looking at the morphological features or by examining the 

cloaca. And more importantly we 

learned was moulting and taking 

morphometric measurements viz 

wing, bill, tarsus and tail using 

measuring devices and then making 

data entry in sheet for records. Birds 

after ringing were released at the 

place of capture but not in front of 

predators like Brahminy kite. 

 

 Brahminy Kite with prey 

 

Carrying the trap nets to the field 

http://www.indiawilds.com/diary/wp-content/images/Carrying-trapped-bird-for-ringing.jpg
http://www.indiawilds.com/diary/wp-content/images/DSCN1659.jpg
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Article - 

The BNHS has captured, ringed and released over, 2,00,000,birds during the course of several ornithology courses. The 

serious problem faced by migratory birds is that of poaching and hunting on their stop- overs. For example, the population 

of Siberian Cranes declined due to hunting when they cross Afghanistan and Central Asia. 

At Beach 

In the evening as the clouds cleared the sky, we headed for beach. There it was fun to see Heuglin’s Gull, Brown Headed 

Gull, Caspian tern, Lesser Crested Tern, Large Crested Tern, Whiskered Tern etc. We were glued to our Binoculars for at-

least an hour with Dr Balachandran constantly guiding us and helping us to identify them. Since the birds don’t stop mid-

lfight, we had to be attentive enough to capture the image in mind and refer the Field guide for understanding. We found 

that “A field guide to the birds of Pt Calimere” written by Shri Balachandran to be an excellent and handy book for bird 

identification. That evening entire course had fun to see almost all Terns we could within one hour. We came back and had 

nice dinner prepared by the dedicated staff at BNHS. With a happy note, early morning we headed back as per our plans. 

Some preferred to stay one more day. And why not, given an opportunity a avian lover would definitely prefer to stay more 

as the place itself is an enthralling and enchanting Paradise for birds. 

 Concern 

Point Calimere, the traditional and famous wintering ground of waders and other waterfowl, has certainly undergone tre-

mendous changes, which is evident from the salt water intrusion. The increase in salt content is primarily caused by exten-

sive salt work (both edible and industrial salts) excessive pumping of groundwater by villagers, heavy/significant decline in 

annual rainfall; blocking of feeder channels to the swamp by extensive bunds raised for salt works. The degradation in soil 

Bird watching by the enthusiasts at Point Calimere 

http://www.indiawilds.com/diary/wp-content/images/bird-watching-by-the-enthusiasts-at-Point-Calimere.jpg
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Article - 

quality is indicated by changes in traditional livelihood practices—rain fed agriculture replaced by salt works and fishing. 

This has affected the microhabitat diversity and therefore the bird population. 

The Lessons 

Visitors of any species are a joy to have around. We, as hosts must make it our responsibility, that they are treated well be-

fore they leave, whether they be two-legged or feathered. Birds contribute to the beauty of the natural world in their own 

incomparable way. They command our instant attention, whether seen close by or soaring high up in the air, radiating their 

joy of inner and outer well being. Can we imagine the world without the varied colours of our migrant –feathered friends? A 

world without birds is unthinkable, yet most of us take them for granted and pay scarce attention to their valuable ecologi-

cal role as saviours of other life forms on earth. The statement “If birds die, we die” sums up this ecological truth with ut-

most brevity. It is therefore the paramount duty of everyone interested in birds to save them and their habitat, not only for 

their good but also for the good of our own selves and of generations to come. 

Gaining knowledge and developing awareness about wildlife particularly of colourful birds is not only entertaining but 

also helps in motivating people towards conservation. Also, the journeys into these wilderness areas remain etched forev-

er in the memories. When you look back, you realise that each stop that you have taken while moving towards the desti-

nation was a moment of discovery, a moment of joy and part of life's journey. As a responsible citizen of this earth, one 

needs to savour the joys and save these enchanting places for the future generations.   

Taking a break enroute 

http://www.indiawilds.com/diary/wp-content/images/Taking-a-halt-enroute.jpg
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Conservation News - 

India will share its best practices and experiences in conserving biodiversity with 

the rest of the world: Union Environment Minister 

The year 2020 is supposed to be the “SUPER YEAR FOR BIODIVERSITY”, as the Strategic Plan for Biodiversity with 20 

global Aichi targets adopted in 2010 ends in 2020. All the countries together are supposed to be in the process of prepara-

tion of Post-2020 Global Biodiversity Framework. 

To mark the Occasion of “International Day for Biological Diversity 2020” the Union Environment Minister virtually 

launched the National Biodiversity Authority (NBA) and United Nations Development Programme (UNDP) ‘Biodiversity 

Samrakshan Internship Programme which proposes to engage 20 students with postgraduate degrees for a period of one 

year through an open, transparent, online competitive process. The programme wishes to engage dynamic and creative 

students, who are willing to learn about natural resource management and biodiversity conservation and to support the 

projects of NBA in various State and Union 

Territories and to technically assist the State 

Biodiversity Boards/UTs Biodiversity Coun-

cil in discharge of their mandates in an open, 

transparent, online competitive process. 

The virtual event also saw the Launch of 

UNEP Campaign on Illegal Trafficking of 

Endangered Species: ‘Not all Animals Mi-

grate by Choice’. Illegal trade in wildlife car-

ries the risk of spreading dangerous pandem-

ics. The campaign “Not all Animals Migrate 

by Choice”, launched by the Wildlife Crime 

Control Bureau, with UNEP, seeks to address these environmental challenges, to raise awareness, and to advocate solu-

tions. 

A Webinar Series on ‘Biodiversity Conservation and Biological Diversity Act, 2002’ was also launched along with the WWF 

Model Conference of Parties (MCoP), an initiative which involves the younger generation so they can usher in a new begin-

ning and engage in conversations around impact of humanity’s footprint on biodiversity and also the importance of suste-

nance of biodiversity for our own survival. An awareness campaign supported by WWF to highlight the crucial role played 

by nature through its free ecological services provided for humankind was also launched during the course of the event. 

Perhaps to emphasise that the online celebration of the International Day for Biological Diversity 2020 is as “virtual” as 

possible, Union Minister of Environment, Forest and Climate Change, Shri Prakash Javadekar in a hilarious message, said 

that India, a mega biodiverse country, welcomes those countries who are interested in improving their bio diversity scenar-

ios, and we are ready to share our experiences and best practices with them. It would be pertinent to mention that last 

month the Minister Shri Javadekar despite the Covid-19 induced lockdown, thought it fit to water down India’s Environ-

ment Impact Assessment norms for pharmaceutical companies to give blanket permissions as well as divert ecologically 
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Conservation News - 

fragile areas for various projects. Despite this, the minister says that since this year’s theme is “OUR SOLUTIONS ARE IN 

NATURE”, therefore, protecting our nature is very important especially in the present context of COVID 19 as it shields us 

from various catastrophe including zoonotic diseases. 

India’s has never seen a worse environment minister than Mr. Javadekar. And his misleading statement will even put Don-

ald Trump to shame. Hopefully, other countries don’t follow India’s biodiversity practices, else the earth will be poorer as 

many more hundreds of hectares of forests will be decimated, and species pushed to the brink of extinction and climate 

change will be accelerated.  

   

States express desire to expedite early notification of Ecologically Sensitive Area 

of Western Ghats: 

 

Maharashtra, Gujarat, Karnataka, Tamil Nadu, Kerala and Goa has expressed interest in an early notification of ESA 

(Ecologically Sensitive Area) in Western Ghats. The Chief Ministers, Cabinet Ministers and State Government Officers of 

these states interacted with Union Minister of Environment, Forest and Climate Change, Shri Prakash Javadekar through 

Video Conference on 21st May, 2020. 

The notification of Ecologically Sensitive Area (ESA) in Western Ghats is pending for a long time since the days of UPA 

Government. 

To conserve and protect the bio diversity of Western Ghats the Manmohan Singh led UPA Government had first created the 

Western Ghats Ecology Expert Panel under the Chairmanship of renowned ecologist Prof. Madhav Gadgil. However, the 

UPA Government didn’t like the report and hence had created a High Level Working Group under the Chairmanship of Dr. 

Kasturirangan to allegedly water down the report. The Kasturirangan Committee had recommended that geographical are-

as identified by it in the six States of Kerala, Karnataka, Goa, Maharashtra, Gujarat and Tamil Nadu to be declared as Eco-

logically Sensitive Areas. No action was taken after the Modi Government came into power in May 2014. 

 

In August 2018, Kerala witnessed the worst floods in a century with massive destruction of human habitations and loss of 

life. 483 people died and 140 were reported missing in the floods. The rampant destruction of ecologically sensitive areas 

led to massive landslides which gave rise to such large scale devastation and there was a renewed call for implementation of 

the Gadgil report. Soon a draft notification was issued in October 2018 mentioning the areas to be notified in the ESA and 

since then it has been pending. 

States were of unanimous view that looking into the importance of Western Ghats, there is need to ensure protection of the 

western Ghats. However, the states don’t want to antagonize the people and hence expressed their views regarding activi-

ties and extent of area mentioned in the said notification. It was decided that state specific issues shall be further deliberat-

ed so as to arrive at a consensus on the issue. The states expressed their desire to expedite early notification while protect-

ing interest of ecology and environment.  
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Equipment Discussions - 

SD EXPRESS DELIVERS NEW GIGABYTE SPEEDS FOR SD MEMORY 

CARDS: 

Cards reach maximum 4GB/sec transfer rate with PCIe® 4.0 architecture 

 

The SD Association has announced the SD 8.0 Specification for SD Express memory cards which has faster transfer speeds. 

By using the popular PCI Express® (PCIe®) 4.0 specification the SD Express memory cards deliver a maximum of nearly 4 

gigabytes per second (GB/s) data transfer rate. These full sized cards continue to use the NVMe Express™ (NVMe™) upper 

layer protocol enabling advanced memory access mechanism. As always SD Express memory cards using SD 8.0 specifica-

tion maintain backward compatibility. 

“SD Express’ use of even faster PCIe and NVMe architectures to deliver faster transfer speeds creates more opportunities 

for devices to use SD memory cards,” said Mats Larsson, Senior Market Analyst at Futuresource. “This combination of 

trusted and wellknown technologies makes it easier for future product designs to leverage the benefits of removable stor-

age in new ways.” 

 

SD Express gigabyte speeds bring new storage opportunities for devices with demanding performance levels, across a varie-

ty of industries. The cards can move large amounts of data generated by data-intense wireless or wired communication, 
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Equipment Discussions - 

superslow motion video, RAW continuous burst mode and 8K video capture and playback, 360 degree cameras/videos, 

speed hungry applications running on cards and mobile computing devices, ever evolving gaming systems, multi-channel 

IoT devices and automotive to name a few. SD Express will be offered on SDHC, SDXC and SDUC memory cards. 

 

“By dramatically increasing the speeds for SD Express we’re giving device manufacturers and system developers more 

storage choices,” said Hiroyuki Sakamoto, SDA president. “SD 8.0 may open even more opportunities for extra high per-

formance solutions using removable memory cards.” 

 

“PCI-SIG® is pleased to see that SDA is continuing to adopt even faster PCIe technology configurations using PCIe 4.0 

interface and dual lanes for one of the top leading removable memory cards – SD,” said Al Yanes, PCI-SIG president and 

chairman. “PCIe specification conformance tests are available today by major test vendors, offering a significant ad-

vantage for any new PCIe technology adopter.” 

 

“NVMe is the industry-recognized performance SSD interface from the client to the datacenter, shipping in millions of 

units,” said Amber Huffman, NVM Express™ Inc. president. Consumers will benefit by SD Association continuing the 

adoption of the NVMe base specification for their latest SD Express cards. 

 

SD Express uses the well-known PCIe 4.0 specification and the latest NVMe specification (up to version 1.4) defined by PCI

-SIG and NVM Express, respectively. SD 8.0 specification provides two transfer speed options for SD Express memory 

card. The two transfer speeds are accomplished by supporting either PCIe 3.0 x2 or PCIe 4.0 x1 architectures with up to 

~2GB/s and with PCIe 4.0 x2 technology with up to 4GB/s. SD Express cards offering PCIe 4.0 x1 architecture use the same 

form factor as defined for SD 7.0 specification cards with a second row of pins to deliver transfer speeds up to 2 GB/s. SD 

Express cards supporting dual PCIe lanes (PCIe 3.0 x2 or PCIe 4.0 x2 technologies) have three rows of pins.  
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Equipment Discussions - 

How to use your Canon camera as web cam  : 

Many people have high quality Canon EOS cameras as well as Power shot cameras. So when they see the quality of the cam-

era in the laptops or computers which are used for video conferencing, there is often a sigh. However as the world is in a 

lockdown due to the unprecedented Corona virus pandemic, virtual meetings have become the norm. So now people are 

spending most of their time infront of the computer and talking with each other. In business situations where you have to 

often put show your best face to people, the low quality of the web cams are increasingly becoming the weakest link in the 

chain. 

So Canon has stepped in with its EOS Webcam Utility beta software. This software will work with select EOS Interchangea-

ble Lens Cameras (ILC) and PowerShot cameras. This beta version of the EOS Webcam utility software converts compatible 

EOS ILC and PowerShot camera through a simple USB connection into a webcam. 

This software will work with popular video conferencing applications and will deliver high image quality. However, at pre-

sent the software only works with windows and not with mac. 

One needs a single USB cable to plug the camera to the windows operating system of the computer. 

Once the software is downloaded and the camera is configured within a video conferencing application, the user will be 

ready to go. This has been developed by Canon software developers. There is no indication if Canon is working on a version 

for mac OS. 

“In unprecedented times, it’s imperative for Canon to provide our customers with useful, simple and accessible solutions to 

assist them in whatever imaging needs they have,” said Tatsuro “Tony” Kano, executive vice president of the Canon U.S.A., 

Inc. Imaging Technologies & Communications Group. “Our goal is that the EOS Webcam Utility Beta software can help re-

duce some of the remote workday stress for employees who are tasked with video conferencing and virtual meetings.” 

The EOS Webcam Utility Beta software, can be downloaded from this link: canon.us/livestream.  

  

 

http://www.canon.us/livestream
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COUNTRY NOTEBOOK: In-between Bird: M.Krishnan:- 19 August 1973      

The Sunday Statesman (shared by Shri. Saktipada Panigrahi)   

COUCAL 

" THE COUCAL belongs to the Cuckoo tribe : it is one of those ground-cuckoos that do not foist their eggs on other birds, 

but laboriously build nests and hatch and their young. It is quite a common bird, being found both in forests and in coun-

tryside, and even in cities where there are trees and bushes, and it is by no means inconspicuous, a big blackbird the size of 

a crow, with a heavy corvine bill and a long, broad tail with the back and rounded wings alone chestnut. 

The name by which it is known to many people, CROW PHEASANT, reflects both its long tail and addiction to ground cov-

er. Not that it walks easily, as a pheasant does: it is much more at home in trees, but it is often to be found in low bushes 

and even on ground, and given to hiding in bush cover. But even when it is hiding, its low booking voice gives it away. 

In spite of being so common, most people hardly seem to know it. They have the oddest notions about it, and think it is 

some sort of crow not much given to flying. People will believe anything you may tell them about it - I myself believed that it 

is a lucky omen to see a Coucal when setting out to do anything. It is an "age-old superstition" entirely of my own manufac-

ture, and in places where I established it 30 years ago, they now tell me this is an immemorial traditional belief! 

Natural History - 

Greater Coucal                                                              Photo Courtesy - Saktipada Panigrahi 

http://www.indiawilds.com/forums/member.php?u=1836
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Perhaps the oddest thing said about the bird by one of our official wildlife experts, when I was showing a party of foreigners 

(one of whom is a knowledgeable ornithologist) around a sanctuary. A Coucal happened to fly across the forest road ahead 

of their jeep, and the expert, wishing to impress his guests, turned solemnly to them: " That is the only endemic pheasant 

known in South India" he informed them, " and its modification is still a mystery". 

But of course its nesting is no mystery. It builds a big, rounded nest deep inside a bush or a bamboo clump, and hunt pains-

takingly for grasshoppers and other plump insects with which to feed its young. Apparently, such insects stripped off the 

chitinous limbs and other hard parts are both digestible and nourishing- even the grain-loving finches feed their nestlings 

on such prey. 

As bird-watchers keen on garden birds know, the Coucal is a voracious and omnivorous feeder. It lives on fruits, such insect 

or reptilian prey as it can catch, and eggs and young of other and smaller birds - it is an inveterate nest-robber. 

Its call is a deep, sonorous, repeated hoot, which Dewar compares to the voices of some owls, but I do not think there is 

much in common - owls have less less sonorous and metallic hoots, and to my ear the call nearest the Coucal's is no bird 

voice but the joyous, early morning hoop of the langur, though of course the two are once distinguishable. 

There is the only call of the bird you will find recorded in textbooks, but it has another and more private voice for intimate 

occasions. Waiting for a sambar stag in a primitive but more effective hide out a mango tree, I had the privilege of eaves-

dropping on a pair of Coucals seated on a branch just below me. They sat in close company, and indulged in a low, guttural 

conversation, punctuated with side way tilts of their heads, a muttering irresistibly reminiscent of two querulous old men 

grumbling together! They must have been a courting pair, I think, and what I overheard was their whispered sweet noth-

ings to each other! "  

- M. Krishnan 

This was published on 19 August 1973. 
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Wildlife Photography -  

 

 

Jungle Cat in Sundarbans by Sabyasachi Patra 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Leopard by Shyamala Kumar 
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Wildlife Photography -  

 

Gaur by Sucheth Lingachar 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Chousingha by V S Sankar 
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Wildlife Photography -  

 

Glossy-Ibis by Mrudul Godbole 
  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

Osprey by Sabyasachi Patra 
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Bengal-Florican by Samrat Sarkar 
  
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Common Goldeneye by Sandipan Ghosh 
  
 

 

 

 

Wildlife Photography - 
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Wildlife Photography -  

 

Hoverfly by Arun Acharjee 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

Longhorn beetle by Prajwal Ullal 
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This is the 137th issue of IndiaWilds. An image of Irrawaddy dolphin adorns the cover page of this issue. 

Why is it looking up vertically upwards? Dolphins are playful species and are known for their social cohe-

sion. Like other species who depend on ecolocation, these dolphins face massive challenges due to the mo-

tor noise of boats. Imagine someone drilling a hole in the wall close to the place you are and the discomfort 

you would face due to that massive noise. Now imagine if your primary means of movement and direction 

is through your hearing and someone is making a loud drilling noise or using a jackhammer close to your ear. Dolphins face 

it day in and day out.  

So is this Dolphin looking for some divine intervention? The unprecedented Covid-19 related lockdown was some respite 

for the dolphins and other wildlife species. However, not for long. We humans are longing to go back to our destructive 

ways, oblivious to the suffering of other species and without scant regard to the fact that our destructive ways are not just 

decimating the world but setting in motion an imbalance in the natural world which is reflected immediately through Cli-

mate Crisis related extreme weather events like Cyclones and heat waves. May God give us wisdom to understand our folly.    

I look forward to your inputs and support in preserving the last tracts of wilderness and wildlife of our beautiful country. 

For other interesting articles and images check - http://www.indiawilds.com/forums/    

To post in the IndiaWilds forums, you can register free of cost using your Full Name as user id at  -                 

http://www.indiawilds.com/forums/register.php 

If you are already a member of IndiaWilds and have forgotten you user id and/or password you can 

mail  administrator@indiawilds.com 

Regards, 

Sabyasachi Patra 

Profile | Contact | IndiaWilds Channel | Diary | Equipment reviews | Forums | Facebook  
  
 

Publisher's address: - Plot No. 1, Akarpuri Colony,  

    Near Vaithal Temple, Old Town,  
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    Odisha 
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