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Climate change is on us. The manner in which extreme weather events are increasing in inten-

sity and in frequency is scary. Human beings are not designed to sustain record high tempera-

tures. The sudden cyclones and storm water surge is exposing the inefficient city drainage and 

building designs. So every year you hear alarm bells ringing about Mumbai, Chennai and other 

such cities drowning during the rains. 

Scientists of National Snow and Ice Data Centre (NSIDC) recently made an alarming an-

nouncement that Artic Sea ice has contracted to 3.74 million square kilometers on September 

15, 2020. This is the lowest area covered by Artic Sea ice in the last 42 years. In the last four 

decades, two thirds of artic sea ice volume has already been lost. Due to this unprecedented 

loss of sea ice, we will see ships easily navigate in that route. Arctic sea ice used to reflect the 

heat and now due to melting more heat will be absorbed and the global warming will be accel-

erated. 

Scientists have predicted that the unprecedented Covid-19 pandemic should not be seen as a 

one off event. Deadly viruses lying hidden under the permafrost will get exposed due to higher 

temperatures and cause massive pandemics. https://youtu.be/nJD7Y0eFjPc 

Unfortunately, the various Governments who are supposed to take hard decisions are still not 

interested. And the industrialists are pursuing their agenda of making money from Climate 

Change. Hence the focus on attacking Climate Change is misdirected. 

Recently Bill Gates wrote that “The pandemic has also reminded us how much innovation is 

needed to prevent a climate disaster. The best numbers I have seen estimate that the economic 

slowdown due to COVID-19 reduced global emissions by around 8 percent. That’s not nothing, 
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but the austerity that got us there obviously isn’t sustainable. If we’re going to address climate 

change, we need to find new ways to do things that don’t release greenhouse gases, including 

how we move around.” (How will we move around in a clean, green future, Bill Gates, 27 Au-

gust 2020; https://www.weforum.org/agenda/2020/08/carbon-emission-electric-vehicles-

biofuels-elctrofuels/ ) 

One can clearly see that the focus of USA and other developed countries is to create technolog-

ical solutions which will help them become richer. The carbon footprint of travel industry is a 

lot and hence needs to be reduced. One of the major problems people face while commuting to 

work or traveling is the clogged roads. The reason for the traffic jams is because there are 

simply too many people on the roads, or rather too many vehicles on the road. When every 

person drives one car the city roads quickly fill up. Some companies tried staggering their shift 

timings to beat the traffic. However, everybody started shifting their work times and the traffic 

jams in the roads remained. 

If people take public transport instead of driving their own vehicles then immediately the 

pressure on the roads becomes less. With less vehicles on the road, there is less traffic jams, 

less idling of vehicles on the traffic signals and less crawling of vehicles at slow pace. So less 

emission of noxious gases from automobile exhausts. The reason why this doesn’t happen is 

primarily because our public transport is not designed to suit our needs as well as comforts. 

The buses are always overloaded. The metros are filled to capacity in most of the times. It is 

important to have different category of buses for people needing different comfort levels. Peo-

ple don’t like having their suit and dress creased in the overcrowded buses while traveling for 

work. 

Another challenge of metro trains is that, people stay at a distance from the metro stations and 

their offices are also again at a distance from the nearest metro station. So they need to drive 

down to the metro station and park their vehicle and again walk or take a auto rickshaw to 

their office. That induces great cost. Parking vehicles for the entire day is a costly affair in the 

metro cities. So public transportation like Metro rail and busses can’t simply remain restricted 

to major routes. A feeder transport connecting these major metros or bus routes have to be 

efficient for people. Till this date this pain point has not been rectified. World’s biggest billion-

aires like Bill Gates and other such people who can influence Governments can always help in 

designing city transport solutions. 

For a city like Delhi, the feeder transport solutions like autorickshaw are very costly for people. 

The people who buy these or the electric rickshaws lack the funds and hence are forced to go to 

agents who exploit them. The licensing authorities are hand in glove with these agents. So the 

overall cost of owning an autorickshaw or electric rickshaw is high. Obviously they will be 

https://www.weforum.org/agenda/2020/08/carbon-emission-electric-vehicles-biofuels-elctrofuels/
https://www.weforum.org/agenda/2020/08/carbon-emission-electric-vehicles-biofuels-elctrofuels/
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forced to charge high. So people prefer to have their own personal vehicles. It would be pertinent to mention that after the 

advent of app based cabs like Uber and Ola, many people started taking cabs. People who felt traveling in an autorickshaw is 

beneath their dignity were ok traveling in cabs. So if comfortable, spacious and timely public transport solutions are availa-

ble then people would prefer to use those. 

With the moribund state of the public transport system, the air pollution in India is high. 15 Indian cities are among the top 

20 worst polluted states in the world. The massive air pollution is leading to deaths due to asthma, bronchitis and other 

such respiratory related diseases which are caused by exposure to toxic air. The State of Global Air 2019 (https://

www.stateofglobalair.org)  published by Health Effects Institute found air pollution caused 1.2 million deaths in India in 

2017. In India air pollution is the third most important reason for deaths. Worldwide deaths due to air pollution is higher 

than that from road accidents. Air pollution also causes life expectancy to be reduced on an average of 20 months. 

Instead of taking steps to reduce this, suddenly we find in India there have been efforts to reduce or make the reporting 

opaque so that the actual pollution information doesn’t become a talking point in the media. 

Certain corporates have moved in to sell indoor air purifiers and profit from the air pollution problem. The unprecedented 

Covid-19 lockdown suddenly resulted in clear skies and views of distant mountains became possible. People realized the 

problem that a major portion of air pollution is from automobile exhausts and industries are to be blamed too. However, the 

Government has neither the will nor the ability to design an efficient urban transport solution. So it would be very helpful if 

Bill Gates and other such people who also have foundations with supposedly altruistic motives should step forward and 

work with various city and state Governments worldwide. This will immediately result in less pollution from automobile 

exhausts and hence more clear skies. And most importantly it will also result in less deaths. However, Billionaires will re-

main focused on enhancing their wealth, so a major cause of automobile exhausts and overall carbon footprint of transpor-

tation sector will continue to enhance climate change. 

https://www.stateofglobalair.org
https://www.stateofglobalair.org


5 

     IndiaWilds— Conservation and Wildlife Photography                                                                            www.indiawilds.com  

Travel - 

Journey to Neelakurinji Land 

By Mrs.Shakti Bishnoi and Mr.A.S Bishnoi 

In July we got information from our friend, who is a forest officer about blooming of Neelakurinji. The fact that it blooms 

once in 12 years was enough for us to visit and see the wonderful creation of God and appreciate them with our eyes. When 

children accompany us, it has to be planned trip, so we decided to start on 1st Sep 2018. Before our plan materialised, Kerala 

was devastated by floods. My niece was turning 11 years on 5th September and we had decided to gift her a memorable 

birthday trip. We had been eagerly waiting for three months to watch the neelakurinji blooming, so neither rains nor land-

slides could dampen our resolve. 

The fact that traveling to Kerala for watching the Neelajurinji bloom will also help us escape from all the stress inducing the 

regular hustle-bustle in the urban concrete jungle that our urban cities have become as well as avoiding the incessant honk-

ing of vehicles while traveling to office and the smoke laden city air made it a more enticing proposition. 

Route: 

Visakhapatnam-Vijaywada-Tirupati-Ooty-Coimbatore—Munnar-Devikulam  (Total Distance one way 1330 km) 

Wild Life Sanctuaries/National Parks :  

Annamalai Tiger Reserve- Chinnar wildlife sanctuary- Anamudi Shola National park. 

http://www.indiawilds.com/diary/wp-content/images/IMG_2049.jpg
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The Old War horse: 

With our 10 year old but nimble and trusted Santro car always ready for a long drive at a moments notice, traveling by road 

to distant destinations is always a pleasant experience. 

Vizag to Tirupati: 

So we started driving early in the morning on 1st of September 2018. A stop on the highway early in the morning to savour 

the taste of freshly cooked steaming hot idlies was top on our list. The earlier you reach these shops the better it tastes. 

When kids are around the precautions one needs to take is different. I helped our 5 year old daughter and niece to create a 

kind of tent with sheet in the back seat so that one window could be kept open for enjoying the beauty of the eastern ghats. 

It was a pleasant ride with many stops. Kids used to enjoy the stop to drink Nariyal pani (Green coconut water). 

To break down the journey into manageable parts, our first stop after starting from Vizag was Tirupati. A distance of ap-

proximately 780 kms were covered by 8 pm. With sumptuous south Indian food made with pure amul ghee for dinner, we 

were all ready for the next days journey. 

Ooty: 

People from cities find it difficult to negotiate the many hairpin bends in the hills. However, I was assured as my hushand 

had lot of hill driving experience and he took us through the hairpin bends of Ooty with ease. We reached Tata Holiday 

home, just in time to enjoy evening sunset and the age old house of Mr. Ratan Tata. Next day morning we all jumped out of 

Travel - 

http://www.indiawilds.com/diary/wp-content/images/IMG_20180906_143205_HDR.jpg
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beds with excitement to explore our hilltop Tata holiday home. Children were enjoying amidst very old trees. these trees 

must have witnessed building of this house and all the visitors leaving behind so many memories for them to gossip in their 

free time. The sheer variety of plants which grows on our hills is a joy to watch. 

Some trees need lot of sunlight, so they are huge and tall, whereas others which require less sunlight grow under them and 

there are those plants which requires only little soil and no sunlight and finally the miraculous ones who require only air 

and cling on to others for living. 

According to ancient Indian philosophy and tantra shashtras human body is made up of five elements (earth, water, fire, 

air, space). However we have lost our connection with nature and hence don’t see us as a pillar in mother nature’s edifice. 

However, when we are in wilderness places we can unknowingly connect with nature. Our younger kid with her photo-

graphic skills clicked pictures of the plants tress, flowers, and enjoyed tree climbing in the rather cool 15 °C. 

Toy Train ride: 

It gave us time to just sit and enjoy the beauty of the place. We started at 11am for our toy train ride from Ooty to Coonoor. 

My hushand gave company to the car enjoying the flora fauna by road while we took the train journey to Coonoor. We saw 

the landscape changing every few minutes. The beauty of toy train is in the gentle speed and it gave us ample time to enjoy 

the sight of lovely wild flowers, various types of trees and beautiful meadows. 

My younger daughter is fond of horses and mostly pretends to be a horse at home, walking and talking as if she is indeed a 

horse. So spotting a white horse in the scenic surroundings was her most cherished memory from the trip. 

At Coonoor we headed to eat ghee roast idli and dosa. As the weather was cool the heavy lunch made us feel drowsy. Never-

theless, we embarked on our journey to Coimbatore and reached within a few hours. We visited a textile factory to see the 

cycle of cotton to cloth. All four of us looked in amazement how cotton was being transformed. Both the young girls are 

keen observers and there were no questions from them. 

We Had south Indian delicacies while girls enjoyed brownie with icecream in a roadside eatery. 

Our plan was to reach Devikulam the next day. South India is known for the lovely early morning breakfasts in restaurants. 

We started at 7 am with degree coffee and zoomed through Coimbatore in no time. 

Annamalai Tiger Reserve: 

Few hours later we entered Annamalai Tiger reserve area. There was no vehicle entry in the register for past few days due to 

Floods in Kerala. The forest guard looked at us with many questions in his eyes but neither he could ask us nor we could 

have answered as we had a language barrier. The devastating Kerala floods had ensured that there were no other tourists. 

However sometimes we just want to travel, no matter what ever natural calamity may have happened. Whatever it takes we 

Travel - 
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are ready. I remember, 6 years ago, we were completely unaware of the forecast of Cyclone Nilam and had started from 

Chennai and reached Vizag in dawn next day with my 7 months daughter in womb. Somehow we had sailed through the 

waters on the way. Now the situation is different in hilly terrain. But forests with the kind of channels it creates for itself 

(nature’s law), kept the road unaffected. With peaceful forest area and only our car on road made us all excited and all of us 

were thrilled to spot wild animals and different species of plants and trees there.  

The forest of Annamalai was covered with different hues of greens, the way you see in paintings and art works. Watching 

such greenery was a delight to your eyes. It had a profound impact on us as if some magical powers were soothing and heal-

ing us. Both our girls were glued to their respective windows with their binoculars ready and camera on standby mode to 

capture whatever they can spot. The scenic beauty around Coimbatore makes it a special place. 

Anamudi Shola National Park: 

Among the wildlife species, we successfully spotted peafowl, spotted dear, wild boar, quails. Soon we entered Chinnar wild-

life sanctuary which is connected to Annamalai. We could spot a few birds and then entered Anamudi Shola national park. 

Sholas are unique as they have evolved over thousands of years to its current state. We found various types of tree species 

as well as a few species of animals/birds/plants which endemic and not found anywhere else.  Neelakurunji is one such 

flowering plant which is only found in these western ghats.  We were just in time after rains to enjoy the trees loaded with 

leaves of different shades. 

Travel - 

http://www.indiawilds.com/diary/wp-content/images/IMG_2108.jpg
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Due to a broken bridge at a place near Munnar, we had to travel the road less travelled.  The locals were not interested in 

driving in that road, so the road was meant for us to go zigzag 

without waiting like VVIPs. My husband can enjoy both driving 

and watching scenery, so the detour in a road less travelled didn’t 

make us feel tensed. 

In the middle of the forest, we halted and took a sumptuous 

South Indian lunch. We went via Udampet & Taliyar estate route 

to reach Devikulam at 6 pm.  The untouched routes have their 

beauty. On every turn a new scenery emerged & welcomed us to 

carry on. It was a treat for our eyes and predictably we were all 

ecstatic as hills are our favourite place. 

 

 

 

 

Munnar: 

At 5 PM we were in Munnar and just in time for early dinner to satiate our hunger after a long adventure through the tea 

gardens. We ate like never before and could barely move after paying the bill. We stopped at shop full of homemade choco-

lates, Tapioca and Banana chips to 

nibble for tomorrow’ trip to 

Neelakurinji clad mountains. 

We reached our hotel Kerala Tour-

ism (Yatri Niwas) and the sun hid 

behind the nearby hills. The last 

light of the day was coming to an end 

it was cold. We all got into cozy cos-

tumes to forget Visakhapatam heat 

for few days. When it became dark 

we set our 04 flying lanterns free. 

We all were jumping with delight to 

see how simple phenomena can 

Travel - 

http://www.indiawilds.com/diary/wp-content/images/IMG_0873.jpg
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make it fly. Hotel personnel were equally delighted to see the lanterns for the first time. One of our daughter’s many dreams 

came true with flying lanterns. Everyone’s dreams are full of wonders. 

All of us drank tasty cow milk and proceeded to sleep early as we had to wake up early. We slept like never before with all 

the wonderful memories of the day. Our girls had added joy of enjoying the birth anniversary of our niece tomorrow. We all 

wished her as we jumped out of our dreams and saw the sun rising from behind the hill. Soon we were ready to fulfill our 

wish of watching Neelakurinji flowers. 

We reached a point where the bridge got washed away by flood from one side. People could walk and cross the bridge. We 

reached the other side and hired a jeep. The cool breeze of the mountains hugged us from all the sides giving us tears of joy. 

Jeep is our all time favourite but living in cities makes it difficult to drive one. But there was nothing stopping us driving on 

the scenic hills. Driver gave the wheels to my husband on request (He spoke in Malayalam) and we travelled 25 kms to the 

pick point of Neelakurinji forest area. We parked and hopped onto bus for seeing the blooming of flowers for which we had 

waited for 12 years. 

On the way we saw beautiful waterfalls, few of them were very close to sprinkle water on our peeping excited faces. Bus was 

not allowed to stop on the way. Our daughter’s favourite part is to fly her silk scarf from the window. watching it enjoy the 

winds of hills gives her immense pleasure. She calls it dancing scarf and personifies it and speaks on scarf’s behalf. Kids are 

lovely story tellers. Unfortunately, the pressures of the society kills their imagination. 

Travel - 

http://www.indiawilds.com/diary/wp-content/images/IMG_9957.jpg
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Neelajkurinji: 

On a hairpin curve we saw the first plant blooming with bluish purple Neelakurinji flowers. It was heartening to see them. 

We had to trek on cemented path for one hour to reach the summit for getting the glimpse of neelakurinji in full bloom. 

Sun was playing hide and see with us 

as dark clouds were ready to give us 

shower anytime. Due to heavy rain-

fall and little sunlight, neelakurinji 

too could not bloom as expected. 

However, nothing could dampen our 

spirits as the present blooms were 

enough for us. We could imagine how 

lovely it would have been if all the 

hills were covered by neelakurinji 

blooms. 

  

Travel - 
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We saw few birds on they way and kept walking at a normal pace with our young girls. Just few meters away from view 

point, we saw a fresh water stream and both the girls anchored there forgetting all about our mission to see neelakurinji. 

Life is all about flowing with stream and we played with them to our hearts content. And as we proceeded for the glimpse of 

a lifetime, clouds started hugging us. We were on considerable height with valley on one side and neelakurinji filled hill on 

the other. It was our daughters dreams to reach for the clouds and be there. As if her fresh water stream games were not 

enough, god fulfilled another 

dream for her. So she was ecstat-

ic. She was standing still with 

her eyes fixed on the cloud hug-

ging her. And few minutes later 

a gust of wind took the cloud 

away from us. We started walk-

ing in silence experiencing the 

wonder of mother earth. We all 

were so mesmerized by nature, 

that clicking photos had to wait. 

 

         Neelakurinji blooms 

Travel - 
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As we walked further to reach the place for neelakurinji it started drizzling and girls started jumping with joy. We smiled 

and thanked god for being so kind to us. There was no 

visibility, so the flowers has to wait. We wore our top rain-

coats and enjoyed for half an hour. While watching the 

valley we saw the rays of sun piercing through the dark 

clouds. Few moments later the sunlight was shining bright 

on the neelakurinji and rest everything was dark as if a 

spotlight was pointing at the important place. We were 

thrilled at another natural phenomenon and felt so happy 

to witness this. We all were glued to the flowers which 

blooms once every 12 years with open mouths, as if we 

were watching a movie. We were so happy to be there on 

that day despite natural calamity, broken bridges, detours 

on lesser known roads and landslides. We all realized, if 

we want to do something, we can do it. Wish everybody 

realises that if we don’t get cowed down by adversity, then 

all our dreams will come true. 

While enjoying watching flowers the lovely neelakurinji 

flowers playing hide and seek with clouds and the sun oc-

casionally playing peek-a-boo, we sang birth anniversary 

song for our niece. No other experience in any five star 

hotel can equal this amazing feeling. 

 

We live in Hope: 

The next neelakurinji blooming flowers will see our girls as adults, one will be 18 and other will be 24 years old. Hopefully 

these young adults, having experienced the mesmerising beauty of neelakurinji as well as the peace and tranquillity of the 

place, along with many others of their generation can take the lead in protecting this amazing western ghats landscape. For 

neelakurinji to bloom again the seeds have to remain in the ground without falling prey to concretisation or forest fires. The 

rainforests of the western ghats is a major biodiversity hotspot. Even UNESCO has classified Western Ghats as a World 

Heritage site. Hope the major Kerala floods of 2018 as well as subsequent floods and landslides will make people realise 

that we need to protect this amazing landscape. May be our girls might drive us to neelakuranji next time and explain about 

some new scientific discovering about the many endemic species that reside in the western ghats. We live in hope. 

Travel - 

http://www.indiawilds.com/diary/wp-content/images/IMG_0155.jpg
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Conservation News - 

UNCCD and the Center for Environment Education of India launch a partner-

ship to innovate nature education 

 

Bonn (Germany)/Ahmedabad and New Delhi (India) – On 24 September 2020, the UNCCD secretariat and the Indian 

Center for Environment Education (CEE) signed a memorandum of understanding (MoU) to advance innovation in the 

field of environmental education with focus on desertification, land degradation and drought. 

Following UNCCD COP14 hosted by India in September 2019 in New Delhi, the UNCCD secretariat has been working to-

ward implementation of the decisions taken by the Parties on scaling up sustainable land management practices and in-

creasing the role of women and youth in achieving environmental and sustainability goals. In the words of UNCCD Deputy 

Secretary Dr. Pradeep Monga, who co-signed the MoU on behalf of the secretariat, now is an opportune time to reempha-

size the role of education as a key driver to reduce land degradation, revitalize degraded lands and enhance drought resili-

ence. Key partners such as CEE play an important part in implementing local initiatives, contributing to national and inter-

national dialogues and sharing best practices. 

Mr. Kartikeya Sarabhai, Founder and Director of CEE, who co-signed the MoU, confirmed that through innovative educa-

tional strategies, capacity building programmes and research, the new partnership has the potential to increase public 

awareness, education and participation of youth and communities in positive action toward Sustainable Development 

Goals (SDGs). 

The MOU signing took place during an online ceremony with the participation of Dr. Ashok Khosla, Head of Development 

Alternatives and Chairman of CEE, and Mr. Jigmet Takpa, UNCCD focal point at the Ministry of Environment, Forest and 

Climate Change (MOEFCC) of India. 

The CEE was established in 1984 as a MOEFCC Centre of Excellence to promote environmental awareness nationwide. The 

center develops innovative programmes and educational materials to build capacity in the field of education for sustainable 

development. Committed to ensuring that environmental education leads to action for sustainable development, the center 

undertakes field projects that demonstrate the role that education can play in achieving SDGs. 

 

India urges Nations to put Nature at the heart of recovery plan post COVID19 

India’s Minister for Environment, Forest and Climate Change, Shri Prakash Javadekar continues to preach what he doesn’t 

practice. He has urged nations to join hands at the start of the “UN Decade of Action and Delivery for Sustainable Develop-

ment” to put nature at the heart of our recovery plan and realize the vision of “living in harmony with nature”. The minister 

represented India at the virtual Ministerial Roundtable Dialogue on Biodiversity Beyond 2020: Building a Shared Future 

for All Life on Earth. 

The ministerial was hosted by China, one week ahead of the upcoming United Nation Summit on Biodiversity, to exchange 

https://www.ceeindia.org/
https://www.ceeindia.org/
https://www.unccd.int/conventionconference-parties-cop/cop14-2-13-september-new-delhi-india
http://moef.gov.in/
http://moef.gov.in/
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Conservation News - 

views on biodiversity conservation and sustainable development.   Around 15 ministerial representatives from countries 

with adequate regional representation, as well as the heads from relevant international organizations participated in the 

event. 

Addressing on the occasion, Shri Prakash Javadekar stated that COVID-19 pandemic has emphasized the fact that un-

regulated exploitation of natural resources coupled with un-sustainable food habits and consumption patterns lead to de-

struction of systems that support human life. 

https://twitter.com/PrakashJavdekar/status/1309133049452470274 

India is a mega biodiverse country rich in biodiversity and associated traditional knowledge. With just 2.4% of worlds land-

mass with only 4% of fresh rainwater resources and still to feed 18% of human as well as cattle population of the world. We 

have 8% of worlds recorded species. I am happy to inform that in the course of last decade India has enhanced the com-

bined forest and tree cover with nearly 25% of the total geographical area of the country. We now have highest number of 

tigers in the wild, it has doubled in 11 years. The claims about increasing forest cover and higher tiger numbers is question-

able. The Government has been mixing plantations with forest cover and declaring higher figures. Plantations are mono 

culture and remain for limited times. Plantations can serve a limited purpose of having certain wildlife species. However, 

no plantations can replace a forest as forests have a complex linkage of ecological relationships between various species. 

Those linkages cannot be replicated as those linkages are not yet understood. 

The tiger census numbers continue to be critiqued by experts as the methodology followed is not validated by other scien-

tists. Scientists have been demanding that the tiger census methodology be published in peer reviewed journals so that one 

can really be sure about it. However, the Government prefers to keep it opaque as the projected higher tiger numbers 

serves a political purpose. So the ruling dispensation can continue to give away to industry pristine forests which are prime 

tiger habitat. The logic is tiger numbers are increasing so sacrificing forests doesn’t matter. So instead of projecting purely 

the area under forest cover the Government gives data about forest and tree cover. 

 

The minister also said that “India aims to restore 26 million hectares of degraded land. It is a huge target and ambitious 

one. I don’t think any other country has declared such ambitious targets.” India has a huge farming community. Over the 

years, the country has moved many people into manufacturing and services sector. However, every country needs to be self

-sufficient in food production. With the Climate Change induced extreme heat waves gripping the country, India is facing 

desertification. According to a 2016 Isro report ( Desertification and Land Degradation Atlas of India https://

vedas.sac.gov.in/vedas/downloads/atlas/DSM/Desertification_Atlas_2016_SAC_ISRO.pdf ) based on data from 2011-

2013, 29.32% of India’s landmass or 96.40 million hectares witnessed land degradation. Erosion of the top soil due to wa-

ter, wind and due to loss of vegetation leads to desertification. Unfortunately, despite the stated good intentions by the 

Government, not much action is happening on the ground. Forests continue to be diverted for industrial projects, dams etc 

which results in huge loss of vegetation that holds the top soil. 

https://twitter.com/PrakashJavdekar/status/1309133049452470274
https://vedas.sac.gov.in/vedas/downloads/atlas/DSM/Desertification_Atlas_2016_SAC_ISRO.pdf
https://vedas.sac.gov.in/vedas/downloads/atlas/DSM/Desertification_Atlas_2016_SAC_ISRO.pdf
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Conservation News - 

The minister also said that “India has already set aside an extensive area for meeting of conservation objectives contrib-

uting to aichi biodiversity targets 11 and HDT 15. India has a robust legal and institutional setup for biodiversity govern-

ance and an established system for access and benefit sharing provisions of the CBD. India has a network of 250,000 biodi-

versity management committees across the country involving local people. 170,000 peoples biodiversity registers for docu-

mentation of biodiversity Network.” India indeed has good set of laws. However, the litigation moves at a snails pace. There 

are enough loopholes that are exploited by both the private players as well as the Government to circumvent the forest and 

environment laws. Not satisfied with that, the Government has recently taken steps to further dilute the Environment Im-

pact Assessment laws. An unprecedented 2 million responses have been received by Government against its move to dilute 

the EIA laws. Nevertheless, Government appears to bulldoze its way and throw open all our forests and wilderness areas for 

exploitation. 

History is unlikely to be kind on people with this kind of blatant doublespeak. 

 

 

 

 Cracked mud of the dried up fields due to famine in India                                                        

http://www.indiawilds.com/diary/wp-content/images/Landscape2Sabyasachi_20080224_719611.jpg
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Mobile app for Sewage treatment plant reporting 

 

Untreated sewage is polluting our water bodies like lakes, rivers etc and is impacting the health of people as well as wildlife. 

Most of the times unscrupulous people switch off the sewage treatment and dump the untreated sewage in the night. That 

saves in electricity cost. To monitor the functioning of Sewage treatment plants a Sewage Treatment Plant (STP) reporting 

Mobile Application was launched on 23rd September by the MoS Shri Babul Supriyo. This mobile app was launched in an 

online meeting to commemorate the 46th Year of Establishment of Central Pollution Control Board. This mobile app is in-

tended to help in data collection and rapid reporting from 1,641 STPs in the country. Hopefully, the Government will make 

the data transparent so that public interest groups and watch dogs will also be able to monitor and report if there is any 

problem. This will also help in supporting and reducing the burden of CPCB. 

The CBCB was established on September 23, 1974 under The Water (Prevention & Control of Pollution) Act, 1974 as a tech-

nical arm of Central Government for environmental research, monitoring, regulation and enforcement in the country. 

Speaking on the occasion of the 46th Year of CPCB establishment, Union Minister of State for Environment, Forest and Cli-

mate Change, Shri Babul Supriyo said, people and governments need to share the responsibility and work together to keep 

the air clean. He said, CPCB has been providing a real time data after collecting and collating pollution related data which 

acts as a key policy input to Government and other concerned agencies. Though the minister commended the CPCB, it 

would be pertinent to mention that off late it is difficult to get the real time pollution data. Government shouldn’t act to 

hide the problems from its people, as air pollution has emerged as a major cause of diseases and deaths in India and world-

wide. The minister also said that there is a need to ensure that water is not polluted because it can have an adverse impact 

on the crops. 

Shri Supriyo said, that the pandemic COVID-19 has given us the opportunity to press the reboot button to save the environ-

ment. The Minister further said, He appreciated CBCB for handling bio-medical waste during the times of COVID-

19. However, there have been reports of illegal dumping of bio-medical wastes across the country as the monitoring has 

been lax due to fear of covid-19. 

It is important to remember that the Hon’ble Supreme Court had blasted pollution control board officials for turning a 

blinds eye to dumping of industrial effluents and sewage into the Ganga. So despite thousands of crores spend in the Ganga 

Action Plan, the water of Ganga is still unfit for human consumption. 

Shri Babul Supriyo, Union Minister of State for Environment, Forest and Climate also released the following technical re-

ports on the occasion :- 

A Ready Reckoner for Personnel engaged in Environment Management in Small and Medium Scale Industries. Click Here. 

National Ambient Air Quality Status and Trends 2019. Click Here.River Water Quality during Lockdown Period. Click 

Here.Ambient Air Quality during Lockdown Period. Click Here. 

https://static.pib.gov.in/WriteReadData/userfiles/FINAL%20ENGLISH%20BOOKLET.pdf
https://static.pib.gov.in/WriteReadData/userfiles/NAAQS.pdf
https://static.pib.gov.in/WriteReadData/userfiles/Assessment%20of%20Impact%20of%20Lockdown%20(1)%20sanjay.pdf
https://static.pib.gov.in/WriteReadData/userfiles/Assessment%20of%20Impact%20of%20Lockdown%20(1)%20sanjay.pdf
https://static.pib.gov.in/WriteReadData/userfiles/AAQ%20-Final%2022-09-2%20A.pdf
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Canon launches CJ20ex5B 4K UHD portable broadcast lens  

Canon has added to its broadcast lens lineup by launching the CJ20ex5B 4K UHD lens. It has a built-in 2x extender with an 

enhanced digital drive. This lens will help in moving quickly from a wide 5mm to zoom into 100mm. When the built-in 2x 

extender is activated it would zoom into 200mm. So it would be easier to cover small gatherings or sports in smaller courts 

like badminton, basketball etc. It would also be useful for documentary applications. However many high end documen-

taries are now being captured in full frame and super35mm sensors. This broadcast lens is meant for cameras with 2/3rd 

sensors. If a camera allows shooting in a windowed sensor mode using 2/3rd sensor then this lens can be used. Neverthe-

less, this is primarily aimed at broadcasters. 

The price has not been announced. 

PRESS RELEASE 

Canon Further Strengthens Its UHDxs Broadcast Lens Lineup with New CJ20ex5B 

4K UHD Portable Zoom Lens 

 
New Broadcast Lens Features a Powerful 20x Zoom, Built-In 2x Extender and an 

Advanced Digital Drive Unit 

MELVILLE, NY, September 24, 2020 – Canon U.S.A. Inc., a leader in digital imaging solutions, today announced the 

launch of a remarkable new addition to its UHDxs series of 4K UHD broadcast portable zoom lenses: the CJ20ex5B. Within 

this category of portable zoom lenses, Canon presently has two models that are very wide-angle (4.3mm at their wide end) 

and four models that are telephoto (and consequently constrained in their wide-angle settings). Between these two group-

ings, Canon applied the latest in contemporary optical design technologies to empower the creation of a dynamic and versa-

tile new lens that would simultaneously extend both extremes of the focal range – a wide 5mm and a telephoto 100mm – a 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VnWEJgrqDas&feature=youtu.be
http://www.indiawilds.com/diary/wp-content/images/CJ20ex5B-left.jpg
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game-changing focal range that is tailor-made for coverage of modest-sized sports venues such as basketball, boxing and 

more. Documentary capture and newsgathering will also be further empowered. 

“As the demand for high-quality 4K UHD lenses for sports and newsgathering continues to grow, Canon strives to develop 

and implement the best possible optical design technologies to meet the needs of end-users,” said Tatsuro “Tony” Kano, 

Executive Vice President and General Manager of Canon U.S.A.’s Imaging Technologies & Communications Group. “The 

new CJ20ex5B lens provides the optical excellence that makes Canon a leader in broadcast lenses, and helps to round out a 

seamless lineup of 4K UHD portable broadcast lenses. We look forward to seeing the multitude of ways professionals will 

use this versatile lens.” 

The new lens, which is designed to be used with broadcast cameras that have 2/3-inch sensors, delivers outstanding 4K 

UHD image quality in a lightweight (4.76 lbs.) and compact form factor (9.9 inches long) that empowers agility in shooting. 

The lens also features a built-in 2x extender that can expand the zoom range up to 200mm. The ergonomics and digital ser-

vo operational controls of the lens are similar to Canon’s current lineup of portable zoom lenses, providing users with maxi-

mum mobility in a variety of shooting situations. 

The CJ20ex5B lens achieves a high-level 4K UHD performance across the entire zoom range thanks to Canon’s proprietary 

optical design technology and coatings, which incorporate materials such as UD and Super-UD lens elements, and a fluorite 

coating, that help to reduce chromatic aberration and minimize ghosting and flaring. 

http://www.indiawilds.com/diary/wp-content/images/CJ20ex5B-bottom.jpg
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Focusing fluctuation has also been decreased due to an improved inner focusing system that improves resolution in the pe-

riphery areas of the screen. In addition, the lens supports the wide color gamut approved by the ITU-R BT.2020 UHD broad-

casting standard – all features that are essential to HDR/WCG imaging. 

The CJ20ex5B lens also boasts enhanced operational control over its previous models. The quick power-on button allows the 

value encoder to initialize at the same time the lens is turned on, enabling users to operate the lens more quickly. The lens 

also features an on-board display that provides users with the ability to access and adjust various settings rapidly. It is also 

compatible with Canon’s recently announced G-Series zoom and focus controllers, which deliver increased control of zoom and 

focus speeds and range. 

Availability 

The Canon CJ20ex5B 4K UHD Portable Zoom Lens is scheduled to be available early in 2021*. 
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Canon launches EOS C70 4K Cinema camera in RF Mount 

Canon has launched the EOS C70 cinema camera. It is the first Canon EOS cinema camera in the RF mount. 

The EOS C70 has the same 4K super35mm sensor as the EOS C300 Mark III 

Following are the salient features: 

Sensor: Super 35 mm Dual Gain Output (DGO sensor).  

Sensor size : 26.2x13.8 mm 

Resolution: DCI 4K upto 120fps, DCI 2k (super 16mm crop) upto 180 fps  

Recording modes : DCI 4k (4096x2160) and UHD 4K upto 50/60 fps at 160-260 Mb/s in H.264 Long GOP/XF-AVC 

4:2:2 10 bits. It can also record upto 120 fps in DCI 4K and UHD 4K. 

It can also record DCI 4k in H.264 Long GOP/MP4 4:2:2 at 10 bits upto 50/60fps. If needed then one can also record in 8 

bits in 4:2:0 colour space. 

Log: Canon log 2 and Canon Log 3 gamma curve is available.  

RAW: No. Unfortunately, there is no provision for raw in this camera. Even though a similarly priced EOS 200 has rawlite 

mode, Canon has decided not to provide rawlite in the EOS C70 camera. 

Audio: 4-Channel 24-Bit 48 kHz LPCM Audio 

http://www.indiawilds.com/diary/wp-content/images/EOS-C70-1.jpg
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EVF: Canon hasn’t included an EVF and has made it optional. 

Connector: 1 HDMI connector. No SDI. There is USBC, BNC connector and a 2.5mm LANC control 

LCD: 3.5 inch articulating LCD with 2,760,000 Dots is provided at the back of the camera. 

ISO: 100 to 102,400 

Auto ISO : The auto ISO helps when you are moving from one room to another and the light levels are lower or brighter 

and the camera will automatically control the ISO to ensure smooth transition. Earlier we used to use the aperture to help 

in increasing or decreasing the light. That used to take away focus from framing. 

Processor: DIGIC DV7 

EOS iTR AF X autofocus function : The EOS C70 is the first Cinema camera to offer EOS iTR AF X autofocus 

function which uses head tracking algorithm using deep learning for better distance measuring and tracking. So when a 

person turns his/her head the camera would notice and track accordingly. 

Dynamic range : 16+ stops 

Mount: RF mount 

EIS: Electronic image stabilisation in the EOS C70 promises better stabilisation by coordinate control when used with RF 

mount lenses. 

ND Filter: 10 stops 

Recording media : 2 SDXC/SDHC card slots 

Battery: BP-A 60 or the smaller BP-A 30 as well as AC power adapter. 

Weight: 2.6 lbs (1.17 kg) 

Price: $5499 USD 

Availability: November 2020 

This clearly is an attempt by Canon to provide a lower entry point to people into the cinema camera ecosystem. For Canon 

RF mount is the mount of future. So despite launching top end cinema cameras in the form of EOS C500 Mark II and EOS 

C300 Mark III in the EF mounts, Canon is now swiftly moving into the RF mount. The EOS R5 mirrorless camera is a a 

very capable one and Canon would definitely be brining that 8K sensor to a cinema camera sooner rather than later. The Canon 

C500 Mark II was launched in 2019. So in 2021 when the postponed 2020 Tokyo Olympic games is likely to take place, 

Canon may bring out a top end 8K Cinema camera with the EOS R5 sensor in the RF mount. Nevertheless, the EOS C70 RF 

cinema camera will likely act like the earlier C100 cinema camera which was highly popular. The C70 has all the codecs 
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which will help in quick turnaround as well as will be broadcast approved. C70 will likely help in all the regular corporate 

productions, music videos and documentaries. Since it is limited to 4K resolution, the high end documentaries and produc-

tions who want to finish in 4K will prefer the C500 Mark II over this and some are now only asking for RED 8K. Combining 

the C70 with a EOS R5 may be the way to go for many independent productions. 

B&H Link:  https://www.bhphotovideo.com/c/product/1595392-REG/canon_eos_c70_cinema_camera.html/BI/19990/

KBID/13252 

 

PRESS RELEASE 

Ready For Action: The Canon EOS C70 4K Digital Cinema Camera Packs Cinema 

EOS Imaging Features Into Still Camera Ergonomics 

 
The First Cinema EOS Camera with an RF Mount, this New Compact and Light-

weight Model Features a Super 35mm Dual Gain Output (DGO) Sensor, DIGIC 

DV7 Image Processor, and 16+ Stops of Total Dynamic Range 

MELVILLE, NY, September 24, 2020 – Canon U.S.A., Inc., a leader in digital imaging solutions, is excited to announce 

the company's first-ever RF mount Cinema EOS camera, the EOS C70 4K Digital Cinema Camera. When the Canon 

RF mount was first introduced, imaging professionals began to dream about the possibilities that this revolutionary mount 

system might provide them. One request that Canon consistently heard was to put an RF mount on a Cinema EOS camera 

so that future lens performance could capitalize on the short flange depth. Just two short years later, those wishes have 

come true with the new C70 camera. 

The unique design of the EOS C70 camera puts a significant emphasis on operational convenience for the end-user. The 

small form-factor, weighing only 2.6lbs., allows the camera to be easily handheld and dramatically enhances a videogra-

https://www.bhphotovideo.com/c/product/1595392-REG/canon_eos_c70_cinema_camera.html/BI/19990/KBID/13252
https://www.bhphotovideo.com/c/product/1595392-REG/canon_eos_c70_cinema_camera.html/BI/19990/KBID/13252
https://youtu.be/bmngYNF8vmg
http://www.indiawilds.com/diary/wp-content/images/EOS-C70-back.jpg
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pher's mobility, providing a seamless bridge between the EOS and Cinema EOS families for cinematic applications. Cleverly 

designed, the camera features a slim, motorized ND filter unit – having a mere 6mm depth – that is built into the short 

flange back of the RF mount. The motorized 10-stop ND filter provides users with the flexibility to control exposure while 

keeping the desired depth-of-field and capturing images that feature the desired level of bokeh. Thirteen customizable but-

tons allow users to select from more than 80 functions to be assigned based on individual preferences. 

"The Canon EOS C70 camera is truly a special tool that will undoubtedly satisfy and delight a variety of users on the 

search for a high-powered piece of video equipment," said Tatsuro "Tony" Kano, Executive Vice President and General 

Manager of Canon U.S.A.'s Imaging Technologies & Communications Group. "In today's fast-moving, ever-changing 

world of filmmaking and content creation, versatility is key, and the EOS C70 will provide a familiar form and feature set 

to our entire spectrum of imaging customers. We are eager to see how creatives use this tool and the projects that come 

from it." 

The camera features Canon's innovative and next-generation Super 35mm DGO Sensor that further extends the high dy-

namic range and lowers noise levels by reading out each photodiode with two different gains. One gain prioritizes satura-

tion – protecting detail in highlight areas – while the other suppresses noise in the shadows. The result is an image with up 

to 16-plus stops of total dynamic range, clean, rich shadows, and vibrant highlights in up to 4K/ 60p or 2K/120p in 

Super16mm Crop mode. The EOS C70 camera also features Canon's recently developed DIGIC DV7 image processor that 

collects the extensive information captured from the DGO sensor and processes it into exceptional HDR imagery while of-

fering choices between Canon Log 2 and 3, in addition to PQ and HLG gamma functionality. The C70 camera can also rec-

ord 4K DCI or UHD up to 120fps and 2K DCI or HD up to 180 fps – with an important flexibility in the choice of codecs. 

The camera supports XF-AVC format (in variable bit-rate) – both Intra and Long GOP with MXF file format. The intra-

frame format compresses the data after analyzing each frame separately, while Long GOP format compresses data at a 

higher rate, creating an even smaller file size. A secondary choice is Long GOP 10-bit 4:2:2/4:2:0 MP4/HEVC (a next-

generation HDR video recording compression standard) with an MP4 file format – a first in the Cinema EOS line. 

The camera's independent air intake system is separated from the electrical systems to protect the sensor from water, sand, 

and dust. In addition, the camera also features two air outlet vents that allow uninterrupted recording for extended periods 

of time. 

Additional features of the Canon EOS C70 4K Digital Cinema Camera include: 

• New Direct Touch Menu System 

• Coordinated Electronic Image Stabilization 

• Two built-in Mini XLR inputs 

• Time-code input/output terminal 

• Custom picture processing via import of 3D LUTs and recording to Look Files 

• Dual-SD card slots 

• Built-in stereo mic 
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• Support for optional Canon RC-V100 remote control 

Canon Mount Adapter EF-EOS R 0.71x 

The Canon Mount Adapter EF-EOS R 0.71x is a new optical adapter that allows users to tap into Canon's extensive collec-

tion of superb full-frame EF lenses when operating the EOS C70 camera. The adapter implements two critically important 

functions – preserving the similar FF wide angle image onto the 4K Super 35mm image sensor while simultaneously elevat-

ing the lens camera sensitivity by one stop. The mount adapter preserves full electronic communication between the lens 

and camera, enabling optical lens corrections and transfer of lens metadata between the EOS C70 camera and select Canon 

EF lenses*. 

Price & Availability 

The Canon EOS C70 4K Digital Cinema Camera is scheduled to be available in November 2020 for an estimated retail price 

of $5499.00. The Canon Mount Adapter EF-EOS R 0.71x is scheduled to be available in December 2020 for an esti-

mated retail price of $599.99**. 

http://www.indiawilds.com/diary/wp-content/images/LR_EF-EOSR0.71x_Slant_CL.jpg
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GoPro Hero 9 Black shoots 5K video 

GoPro has launched Hero 9 Black at $449 US dollars and it will be available in late October 2020. 

The Hero 9 Black has a 23.6 MP sensor, a big LCD at the back and one at the front. It is slightly larger and heavier than the 

Hero 8 black. 

The GoPro Hero 9 Black can shoot at 5K 30p , 5k24fps and 4K 60pvideo. One can do lot of high frame rates at lower resolu-

tions. There is no 5K 25fps for PAL countries. 

 

One can do slight punch in in post and finish in 4K while after shooting in 5K. 

The Hero 9 Black can also shoot still photos at 20Mp. So this is a big jump from the earlier 12 Mp still shooting capability. 

There is a 2.27 inch LCD at the back and a smaller 1.4 inch LCD in the front. The front LCD will help in framing the shot. 

However, keeping the front LCD on will also lead to more power consumption. 

At the bottom of the camera is a foldable mount. GoPro calls it folding fingers. There is a also a status light infront. 

There is a 1080p livestreaming option using the GoPro app to social media. So one can do livestreaming of activities on the 

go, provided there is network in the area. 

http://www.indiawilds.com/diary/wp-content/images/Hero9-Black-tilt.jpg
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GoPro has got some optional mods. One can plugin a 3.5mm mic input using the Media Mod. This mod is priced at $79 US 

Dollars.  The Media mod is primarily designed for vloggers and people who want live streaming. It features a built-in direc-

tional mic for enhanced voice capture, 3.5mm mic port, HDMI-out for playback on external monitors, plus two cold-shoe 

mounts for lights, LCD screens or additional mics. Built tough and weather-resistant, even the wind is no match for this mod. 

The removable foam mic cover suppresses wind gust up to 20 mph (32 kph). It is designed for use with GoPro Light Mod and 

Display Mod, plus third-party accessories. However, this is not meant for underwater use. 

 

The Hero9 Black Max lens mod can be fitted by simply removing the front lens. It gives a 155˚ FOV digital lens. When you 

use this lens mod, there is a horizon lock feature which keeps the videos locked on the horizontal or vertical axis even if the 

camera is mounted off centre or rotated. In this mod, one is limited to shooting HyperSmooth stabilisation only up to 2.7K 

60p. The Hero 9 Black Max lens mod 

is waterproof upto 5 Meters but one 

shouldn't be using it underwater due 

to distortion. The price of the Max 

lens mod is $99 US Dollars. 

There is a maximum 100Mbps video 

bit rate. Video can be recorded in 

MP4 in H.264 or AVC codec or MP4 

in H.265/HEVC codec. 

GoPro has included what it calls as 

HyperSmooth 3.0 video stabilization 

as well as many other features. 

Price: $449.99 US Dollars. India 

price yet to be announced. 

http://www.indiawilds.com/diary/wp-content/images/GoPro-Hero-9-Black.jpg
http://www.indiawilds.com/diary/wp-content/images/GoPro-Hero9-Media-Mod-1.jpg


28 

     IndiaWilds— Conservation and Wildlife Photography                                                                            www.indiawilds.com  

Equipment Discussions - 

Apple launches long awaited Online store in India  

 
In a news that will bring cheer to millions of customers and professionals in India who use apple products, Tim Cook tweeted 

that Apple will launch its online store in India on 23rd of September 2020. Till date Apple had been selling through third 

party resellers and franchises and models with required configurations were hard to get by. 

If you wanted to go for the top or a high end variant, it meant long waiting time and also often the customer was also given 

back the part. So if you want to upgrade your ram or storage, then you have to buy an extra ram or storage and the previous 

one which is fitted in the model goes waste. I have such RAMs lying home increasing the ewaste problem. It was a very ex-

pensive proposition to again buy additional RAM or hard disk space etc. 

Now one can configure the model as per need. This will also help apple in predictability. Also, in these times of lockdowns 

and corona when increasingly people are more dependent on computer hardware, suitability of your workstation or laptop 

for you multiple needs is very important. Apple promises contactless delivery keeping with the covid-19 protocols which has 

become necessary standard. 

For filmmakers like us, and for other media professionals getting the latest configuration of Mac/iMac or Macbook pro is 

very important tool. There has been several times when I had visited the stores and returned due to lack of suitable MacPro 

or iMac. Thankfully, that will be a thing of past. 

However, I am not sure if the cost will be lower or as high as before. Many people travel abroad and buy a mac/macbook pro 

etc and get it with them to India as it is significantly cheaper. One can buy apple protection plan later in India. Though global 

travel has come down, I hope Apple launching the online store will reduce the high costs as well. Apple is promising financ-

ing plans as well. I am sure there will be many takers for that. Overall Apple Store Online is a big move and will solve many of 

our problems. 
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PRESS RELEASE 

September 17, 2020 

Apple brings online store to India September 23 

Mumbai, India — Apple will launch the Apple Store online in India on September 23, offering Apple’s full range of products 

and support directly to customers across the country for the first time. The new online store will provide customers with the 

same premium experience found in Apple store locations around the world, delivered by online team members who are 

ready to offer their expertise. 

“We’re proud to be expanding in India and want to do all we can to support our customers and their communities,” said 

Deirdre O’Brien, Apple’s senior vice president of Retail + People. “We know our users are relying on technology to stay con-

nected, engage in learning, and tap into their creativity, and by bringing the Apple Store online to India, we are offering our 

customers the very best of Apple at this important time.” 

The Apple Store online is the most convenient destination to shop for Apple products, with online Apple Specialists available 

to help with anything from custom-configuring any Mac to setting up new devices. Customers can get advice, receive guid-

ance, and learn about new products directly from Apple, both in English and Hindi. 

With financing options and an available trade-in program, the Apple Store online offers a range of affordability options. Stu-

dents can shop for a Mac or iPad with special pricing, and receive discounts on accessories and AppleCare+. In October, cus-

tomers can expect free online Today at Apple sessions led by local Creative Pros, focused on photography and music. Just in 

time for the festive season, signature gift wrap and personalized engraving will be available for select products. Engraving of 

emoji or text in English, Bengali, Gujarati, Hindi, Kannada, Marathi, Tamil, and Telugu will be available for AirPods, and 

English engraving will be available for iPad and Apple Pencil. 

For the health and well-being of Apple’s teams, customers, and communities, all orders from the Apple Store online will ship 

with contactless delivery. Orders that do not require a signature will be left at the customer’s door, and those that do will 

need only a verbal confirmation from a safe distance instead of a written signature. 

Apple has been operating in India for more than 20 years, and the company’s ongoing investment and innovation support 

almost 900,000 jobs across the country. Apple’s App Design and Development Accelerator in Bengaluru has supported thou-

sands of local developers, and today apps created by developers in India have become even more critical to everyday life as 

people seek to stay engaged and connected from home. Among them are Wysa, an AI-based app that is making it possible for 

millions of people to get mental wellness support in an affordable and accessible way, and the yoga app YogiFi, which uses 

computer vision for real-time posture correction and machine learning to curate personalized yoga plans, helping users stay 

healthy and active from the comfort of their homes. 

As COVID-19 presents immense challenges and uncertainties for communities across the country, Apple’s teams are sup-

porting local organizations to provide remote learning with study guides and curricula. 
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COUNTRY NOTEBOOK: Hoopoe: M.Krishnan:- 25-01-1953      

The Sunday Statesman (shared by Shri. Saktipada Panigrahi)   

HOOPOE 

"I USED to know a Mahratta head-mali with decided ideas on seemliness. He would come to work in a crisply-starched kha-

ki coat and a magnificient turban of tiger-striped mull, and was superior to messy digging or work on rough shrubs- such 

things he left to underlings. Each day he would spend hours on the lawn, quartering it systemetically to locate weeds, in-

specting each blade of grass with a dignified, critical decline of his beturbaned head. I have never seen a man look and be-

have more like a Hoopoe. 

 

You will not find hoopoes away from open spaces. They seemed to suffer from a mild form of claustrophobia, for though 

given to perching on trees and the occasional reconnaissance of shrubs, they will not enter thick cover and are happiest pot-

tering about some stretch of unconfined turf. What they like is short grass, and just now with plenty of it in garden and 

scrubland, hoopoes are common birds. 

 

Most of the time they are on their feet, looking for grubs, worms and insects in the grass. The zebra-patterned wedge of the 

horizontal body and tail hides the trotting feet, so that a curious, clockwork effect marks their movements. Other low-to-

ground creatures, whose short legs are hidden by the bulk of the body, also convey this impression, but perhaps it is most 

noticeable in the hoopoe. The jerky mannerisms of the bird and its habit of scuttling over the ground in brief dashes, accen-

Natural History - 

http://www.indiawilds.com/forums/member.php?u=1836
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tuate this illusion of mechanical propulsion. 

 

The very full crest is spread out into a flamboyant fan, and suddenly shut tight into a spike counterbalancing the curved line 

of beak, this gesture being repeated again and again, as if to relieve the tedium of the long, pedestrian search for food. 

There are many birds with highly emotional tails, but here it is the head which wears the crown that is uneasy. The folding 

and unfolding of the volatile crest express the entire emotional range of the bird, and each passing mood. 

 

I have seen a hoopoe indulge in this play with its crest six times within a minute, for no reason I could discern, but there 

are rules regulating its conduct on certain occasions. When the bird probes the earth in search of prey, or when it takes of 

from the ground, the crest is shut close, and just before alighting from flight it is fanned out as fully as it can be. 

 

Some of the most fantastic frills and fancy touches are to be found among birds- great casques, racket-tails, grotesque wat-

tles and spurs, streaming pennants, bright bibs and redundant tail-coverts- as a rule these barbaric ornaments are associat-

ed with love, and are on display during courtship. 

 

But the hoopoe on the lawn is as strikingly decorative as any bird of strange plumage, though it is fulfilling a daily need and 

being useful to us- how rarely does beauty go with routine need and utility! As the bird moves forward on invisible feet, the 

slanting sun touches it, turning the fulvous sienna of its breast and crest to liquid gold, revealing fully the emphatic con-

trasts of the black and white in the back. Then suddenly the crest is shut and the bird shoots up on slow, fluttering, broad 

wings, patterned even more rhythmically than its body. 

 

Yes, hoopoe has claims to remarkable looks, and like others with such claims it is at its best in public. For its domestic life is 

a shocking contrast to what one might expect from a bird so richly plumaged and such a patrician love of lawns. It nests in 

some recess, may be in a crevice in the roof of an outhouse; the less said about the foul mess that is its nursery the better. 

The phrase is often used in a prefatory way, to hold forth at length on an unsavoury topic, but I shall be literal- I shall say 

nothing about that nest."      

- M. Krishnan 

This was published on 25-01-1953 
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Tiger about to start stalking by Sabyasachi Patra 

 
  
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Grizzled Giant Squirrel by Shyamala Kumar 
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Lion-tailed Macaque by Mrudul Godbole 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Pied Kingfisher by Sabyasachi Patra  
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Cormorant by Mrudul Godbole 
  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

Streak throated woodpecker female by Shyamala Kumar 
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Green beeeater on a dead tree by Sabyasachi Patra 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
The curled tongued beauty by Prajwal Ullal  
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This is the 141st issue of IndiaWilds Newsletter. The image of a wild tigress and her cub adorns the cover 

page of this issue. The wild tigress is suddenly alert and getting out of the water. As a mother it has to pro-

tect its cubs from any emerging danger. The tigress will face larger tigers and risk death to save its cubs. 

However, a greater danger is steadily increasing in intensity for which tigers don't have any defence. 

Climate Change is relentless and is resulting in extreme heat waves. The average global ambient temperatures have been 

steadily increasing. Tigers need to cool off in water as they lack sweat glands in the body. With forests gradually being hived 

off for industrial projects, and lot of anthropogenic pressures like wood cutting, grazing of cattle etc tigers are finding it 

tough to have inviolate forests. Perennial streams are drying. Prey base is thinning. And to top it all, tigers are being hunted 

by poachers for their skin, nails and other body parts for Chinese traditional medicine. Today the tiger is facing its worst 

battle for survival.   

If we are able to create a holistic plan to integrate all wilderness areas so that wildlife can move in protected corridors from 

one place to other then there would be less infighting among tigers and there would be easier dispersal of tigers and other 

wildlife. The conflict with humans will also reduce. However, planning such a network of wildlife corridors to link all the 

protected areas is a big task which needs long-term planning. And our current rulers need new headlines for social media. 

There is no focus on long-term planning for environment, wildlife and wilderness areas. Hence our iconic species like tigers 

will continue to face an uncertain future. 

I look forward to your inputs and support in preserving the last tracts of wilderness and wildlife of our beautiful country. 

For other interesting articles and images check - http://www.indiawilds.com/forums/    

To post in the IndiaWilds forums, you can register free of cost using your Full Name as user id at  -                 

http://www.indiawilds.com/forums/register.php 

If you are already a member of IndiaWilds and have forgotten you user id and/or password you can 

mail  administrator@indiawilds.com 

Regards, 

Sabyasachi Patra 

Profile | Contact | IndiaWilds Channel | Diary | Equipment reviews | Forums | Facebook  
  
 

Publisher's address: - Plot No. 1, Akarpuri Colony,  

    Near Vaithal Temple, Old Town,  

    Bhbuaneshwar, 751002 

    Odisha 

    Mobile - +919910900446      

http://www.indiawilds.com/forums/
http://www.indiawilds.com/forums/register.php
mailto:administrator@indiawilds.com
https://www.indiawilds.com/about.htm
https://www.indiawilds.com/contact_us.php
https://www.youtube.com/indiawilds
https://www.indiawilds.com/diary/
https://www.indiawilds.com/diary/category/equipment/
https://www.indiawilds.com/forums/index.php
https://www.facebook.com/pages/IndiaWilds/132629240481

