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Examining Art of Living’s statements & actions through Facts & Philosophy 

German Philosopher Immanuel Kant had said: 

“Two things fill the mind with awe; 

The starry sky above us 

And the moral law within us” 

Unfortunately, two things have changed since these words were spoken in the late 1700s. The 

starry sky above us is not always visible due to light pollution and the moral law seems to have 

vanished from the human breasts, at least from the political and self-professed religious lead-

ers. Else, nothing can explain the continuing drama surrounding the devastation of Yamuna 

flood plains during the World Culture Festival on 11-13th March, 2016 and Art of Living‟s com-

plete refusal to take any responsibility for it. 

According to the Art of Living, a huge 7 acre stage was constructed for the World Culture Festi-

val. It is touted by Art of Living as the “world‟s largest floating stage”. 3.75 million people from 

155 countries are supposed to have attended. 36,603 artists performed in the stage and 3000 

prominent dignitaries from different parts of the world attended the event. 

Before the event a petition was filed with the National Green Tribunal (NGT) to stop it. NGT‟s 

committee comprising Prof A K Gosain, Prof Brij Gopal, Prof C R Prabhu and Shashi Shekhar, 

secretary, Ministry of Water Resources had assessed that the Art of Living Foundation‟s event 

could have a severe environmental impact and had said that “the entire ecological restoration 

of Yamuna‟s (affected) sites must be completed within a year from the date of the completion 

of the festival”. It has suggested that 100 - 120 crores penalty should be kept in separate NGT 

monitored account. However, AOL was asked to provide an immediate environmental com-

pensation charge of 5 crore rupees and pay once the damages were estimated after the event. 
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The World Culture Festival was organized in a massive scale and invitations were issued to the 

President and the Prime Minister. When the news of massive damage to the Yamuna flood 

plains by the Art of Living became public, the President Shri Pranab Mukherjee rightly decid-

ed to skip the World Culture Festival. However, the Prime Minister preferred to attend it. The 

fact that the Prime Minister was going to inaugurate the event was well publicized in the me-

dia and many at that time believed that the NGT would cave in and allow the event to be con-

ducted. Finally, the NGT allowed the event to be conducted using the principle of “fait accom-

pli” as lot of damage to the flood plains had already been done. 

Now after nearly a year a seven member expert committee has filed a 47 page report and has 

suggested that the rehabilitation of the flood plains will take 13.29 crores and 10 years. 

“Art Of Livings activities that led to the damaged/impacted flood plains include i) clearing of 

vegetation ii) leveling and compaction of the ground and filling up of water bodies iii) con-

struction of the stage and other temporary seating iv) construction of ramps v) construction of 

pontoon bridges vi) construction of access roads, and vii) blocking the side channel of river 

Yamuna. These activities led to i) change in topography/habitat diversity ii) loss of waterbod-

ies/wetlands iii) loss of floodplain vegetation and biodiversity iv) changes in substrata – na-

ture of soil, consolidation and compaction, toxic substances and, v) degradation and loss of 

ecosystem functions.” 

The report also says “It has been estimated that approximately 120 hectares (about 300 acres) 

of floodplains of west (right bank) of the river 

Yamuna and about 50 hectares (120 acres) 

floodplains of the eastern side (left bank) of the 

river have been adversely impacted ecologically 

at different magnitudes. These 170 hectares do 

not include parking lots near Barapullah 

drain…The ground is now totally levelled, com-

pacted and hardened and is totally devoid of 

water bodies or depressions and almost com-

pletely devoid of any vegetation. 

The report further talks about external material 

being used as those can have adverse impact 

“The area where the grand stage was erected 

(and the area immediately behind it) is heavily 

consolidated – most likely with a different kind 

of external material used to level the ground 
Yamuna Stone sculpture 8th century 
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and compress it.” 

Since “Huge amount of earth and debris have been dumped to construct the ramps for access from the DND flyover and 

from the two pontoon bridges across the Barapulla drain” removing those and safely disposing those in a designated place 

would be another challenge. 

Earlier last year AOL had said “Art of Living has a huge regard for the environment. We have never violated nor do we have 

any intention to violate any laws of the country. We have followed and further undertake to follow all the guidelines, recom-

mendations, directions of the honourable court and the authorities extending us the permission to hold the World Culture 

Festival”. However, Ravi Shankar through a facebook statement has tried to completely wash his hands of any responsibil-

ity. 

Ravi Shankar’s Statement:  

On 18th April in his facebook post Ravi Shakar has said: 

“The NGT can never get over the blot it has brought on itself by delaying natural justice to the Art of Living and allowing its 

own committee to malign the law-abiding organisation in the media. 

The Art of Living had obtained all the necessary permissions including the NGT's. The application was pending before the 

NGT for 2 months before the event. They could have stopped the event in the beginning if they wanted to. It defies all princi-

ples of natural justice that you give permissions and slap a fine for not violating any rules! This is like giving a "challan" to 

someone on a green signal! 

If at all any fine has to be levied, it should be levied on the Central and State Governments and the NGT itself for giving the 

permission. If the Yamuna was so fertile, fragile and pure they should have stopped World Culture Festival at the very be-

ginning. 

A historic program deserving of applause and appreciation is unjustly projected as a crime! Witnessed by 1.8 billion people 

all over the world and a massive turnout on the ground, a floating stage of 7 acres without any foundation (a marvel in it-

self!) the event polluted neither air, water nor land. The world over cultural programs are held on riverbanks. 

The whole idea was to bring awareness to save the river. The Art of Living that has rejuvenated 27 rivers, planted 71 million 

trees, revived several ponds is being projected for destroying a dead river. What a Joke! 

The silence of the so-called experts on the debris being dumped there and permanent structures coming around exposes 

their malafide intentions. 

Over and above this, the closeness of the petitioner to the committee raises serious questions for which the Art of Living has 

filed a bias application, which is pending. 

The saviors are called destroyers and the giver of justice is penalizing the honest! Thanks to technology, all allegations 
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against the Art of Living stand disproved by the data available on Google Earth since last 10 years. 

I invite all honest environmentalists to study the case and unveil the truth. 

I have full faith in the Indian judiciary and am confident that our courts shall uphold the truth and penalize all responsible 

for the extreme defamation and harassment that has been meted out to the Art of Living.” 

Ravi Shankar has claimed that he got all permissions. Unfortunately, it is an outright lie. 

DDA (Delhi Development Authority) had given a conditional permission to hold the World Culture Festival, which is against 

the NGT orders of 13th January 2015. DDA‟s permission had a condition that AOL should get prior permission from NGT 

for holding the function and also DDA had mentioned that no activity should be carried out within 100 meter from water 

channel. Unfortunately, Art of Living never took prior permission from NGT before starting construction and they also vio-

lated the condition of DDA regarding no activity to be carried out within 100m from water channel. Since conditions are 

violated, the DDA permission is not valid. 

Since NGC had on 13th January 2015 in a case (Manoj Misra vs Union of India & others) specifically imposed restrictions on 

any activity in the Yamuja Flood plains, DDA‟s order was bad in law. Also, it should be noted that if a permission is bad in 

law, then whether it has been granted out of ignorance of other laws or obtained by fair or unfair means doesn‟t matter, as 

the permission is not valid if it is bad in law. 

Ravi Shankar clearly believes that Yamuna is a “dead river” and not “fertile, fragile and pure” as he has said “If the Yamuna 

was so fertile, fragile and pure they should have stopped World Culture Festival at the very beginning.” On one hand he be-

lieves that Yamuna is a dead river and on the other hand he says that he was conducting the festival to raise awareness 

about the river. If you don‟t believe that the river is facing ecological challenges then why do you need to raise awareness 

about it? Also, his website states that World Culture Festival was done to celebrate the 35th year of existence of Art of Liv-

ing. So He has to tell us which of his statements is right. 

It would be pertinent to remind Ravi Shankar that in March 2017, the Uttarakhand High Court bench comprising Justice 

Rajeev Sharma and Justice Alok Singh has recognised river Yamuna along with Ganga as living beings and having rights as 

juristic persons. Invoking the sacred text Rig Veda, the Uttarakhand High Court said that “the rivers have provided both 

physical and spiritual sustenance to all of us from time immemorial”. They are “breathing, living and sustaining the com-

munities from mountains to sea”. This is supposed to grant legal rights similar to that of a human being. 

You can‟t kill a river while raising awareness about it. 

The art of living claims itself to be an organization that works for environment conservation. However, it seems either Art of 

Living doesn‟t understand the concept of ecologically fragile areas or the theme of environment conservation is just a facade. 

If spreading awareness to Save the Yamuna is indeed the motto, then you can‟t take in 37.5 lakh people to an ecologically 

fragile area, compact it and completely destroy it. Thank God, Ravi Shankar doesn‟t have any such ideas of taking 37 lakh 
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people to places like Kedarnath to bring awareness about the fragile health of the place. 

Who should be punished? 

Ravi Shankar has the gall to say that the National Green Tribunal as well as Central and State Governments should pay the 

fine as they allowed it to conduct the event. This reminds us of criminals committing a heinous crime like rape and murder 

after being released on bail and then accusing the judiciary for releasing him on bail. Despicable! 

Nevertheless, questions should also be raised as to why DDA didn‟t dismiss the Art of Living application and gave a condi-

tional permission. It is known that these kinds of conditional permissions are given by officials to give themselves an escape 

route if such a need ever arises. Now that Ravi Shankar in order to defend himself is attacking the DDA which illegally 

helped him, the concerned DDA officials should also be hauled up for violation of NGT orders. 

Scrap “Fait accompli” policy loophole:  

Why did NGT give the permission to hold the event on the basis of “fait accompli”? Despite substantial work of clearing of 

vegetation, leveling and compaction of the ground, filling up of water bodies, construction of the stage and other temporary 

seating and construction of access roads, the NGT could still have stopped the festival. Atleast that would have prevented 

the 3.75 million people entering into the area and stopped the area from being further compacted by the weights of all these 

people. 

Even if substantial work had been done earlier, the NGT should have put its foot down to stop the event. Only when the iron 

hand of law comes down heavily on the violators of environment and wildlife laws, the violations will continue under some 

pretext or other using the “fait accompli” loophole. 

Why did NGT feel helpless? When the National Green Tribunal has been created under a special act of parliament and acts 

as the judicial body below the Supreme Court, why did it feel helpless? Or is it because it was a high profile event to be inau-

gurated by the Prime Minister and made the NGT feel helpless? The Delhi Chief Minister and Deputy Chief Minister, despite 

being always on loggerheads with Prime Minister Narendra Modi , were remarkably in sync about this festival. At times peo-

ple manning important positions may buckle under pressure, however, we certainly don‟t expect NGT and other judicial 

bodies to bow down to political pressure. When that happens, it will be very bad for the democracy. 

AOL in tune with Charvaka Philosophy: 

If raising awareness about the perilous health of a river was the aim, then what was the need to organize such a massive 

jamboree which left behind a trail of destruction that will need atleast a decade of committed effort to restore? The philoso-

phy behind organizing the World Culture Festival appears to be more akin to Charvaka‟s hedonistic or materialistic philoso-

phy, which is normally summarized by the oft-quoted statement 

“Yaavat jeevet, sukham jeevet 

rinam kritva, ghritam pibet” 

(One should live happily till you are alive, even if you need to take a loan to enjoy the pleasures of life like eating ghee). 
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It should be noted that Charvaka school of philosophy has been derided by other Philosophical schools of thought as being 

hedonistic. May be in this materialistic age, since religious gurus have become more corporatized and since where posses-

sion of material wealth is regarded as more important than moral values, conducting such a jamboree is more important in 

their eyes. Nevertheless, this is not in tune with the philosophy embodied in the Gita or preached by Buddha and not so long 

ago by Mahatma Gandhi. 

Interestingly On 24th of December 2016, Pope Francis, the current Pope of the Roman Catholic Church had said Christmas 

has been “taken hostage” by dazzling materialism that puts God in the shadows and blinds many to the needs of the hungry, 

the migrants and the war-weary. “If we want to celebrate Christmas authentically, we need to contemplate this sign: the 

fragile simplicity of a small newborn, the meekness of where he lies, the tender affection of the swaddling clothes. God is 

there,” “Jesus was born rejected by some and regarded by many others with indifference. Today also the same indifference 

can exist, when Christmas becomes a feast where the protagonists are ourselves, rather than Jesus; when the 

lights of commerce cast the light of God into the shadows; when we are concerned for gifts, but cold to-

ward those who are marginalised.” 

“This worldliness has taken Christmas hostage. It needs to be freed.” 

These are powerful words and had never before been spoken by any other Pope. Perhaps working with the poor and down-

trodden in Latin America has shaped the views of Pope Francis. Nevertheless, Pope‟s message about reducing conspicuous 

consumption and doing away with hedonistic pleasure seeking behaviour during religious celebrations is in tune with Indi-

an philosophy, which was not evident in AOL‟s massive function. 

God-men, Enlightenment & Immanuel Kant’s Philosophy:  

In India Today, self-proclaimed God men of different religions are increasingly taking the law into their hands. With mil-

lions of followers these god-men wield enormous power and want us to believe whatever they say to be the absolute truth. 

They want to be known as the enlightened one. 

However, “Enlightenment is man's emergence from his self-incurred immaturity” wrote Immanuel Kant in 1784. 

Kant had said that Imaturity is self-inflicted not because of lack of understanding but because of lack of courage to use one‟s 

own reason, intellect and wisdom without the guidance of another person. So Kant had suggested “Sapere aude” or dare to 

be wise. He had also talked about “religious immaturity”. 

According to Immanuel Kant “religious immaturity is the most pernicious and dishonorable variety of all”… “As things are 

at present, we still have a long way to go before men as a whole can be in a position (or can ever be put into a position) of 

using their own understanding confidently and well in religious matters, without outside guidance. But we do have distinct 

indications that the way is now being cleared for them to work freely in this direction, and that the obstacles to universal 

enlightenment, to man's emergence from his self-incurred immaturity, are gradually becoming fewer.” These words written 

in 1784, some 232 years ago has lot of relevance for India Today. 
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Unfortunately even educated people and others whose opinion matter, have generally preferred to keep quiet on comment-

ing on the actions of these so-called enlightened god-men. 

In 2016 just before the World Culture Festival was to be conducted, Ravi Shankar had made numerous claims about his or-

ganization doing the event to save the Yamuna. Ravi Shankar had even made an outlandish claim that all the families at-

tending the event will bring a home made concoction - prescribed by art of living - which will be poured into the Yamuna to 

clean it. Despite such ridiculous excuses a majority of the people kept quiet. Any other person or organization would have 

been thoroughly ridiculed for such cock and bull stories and would have been hauled up over the coals. 

Clearly the educated, well-to-do people, thought leaders and intelligentsia refuse to use their logic or reason to decide for 

themselves if something is good or not. And even when they use their logic, intellect and wisdom to deduce whether some-

thing is good or not, they prefer to remain mum. So in philosopher Immanuel Kant‟s words, these people prefer to remain in 

self-inflicted immaturity. 

It has been close to 70 years of independence since the British rule, however, many people still fear authority. They fail to 

challenge the ideas and actions of most officials and reputed persons, even when the actions of those people and organisa-

tions are blatantly bad. Certainly this is not a healthy sign for a country, which loves to proclaim itself as the world‟s largest 

democracy. 

Is there any hope? 

A country which was blessed with some of the best natural heritage is fast losing out on those as its leaders have preferred to 

sacrifice those primarily for the benefit of industries and infrastructure creation. The last two Prime Ministers, Manmohan 

Singh during UPA I and II and Narendra Modi in the present Government and their ministers, have preferred to justify sac-

rificing our natural heritage for infrastructure, roads, canals, dams, ports and industries. The rate of pace of environmental 

degradation has been the highest these days. With faster penetration of internet many people are now able to access infor-

mation through smart phones. So if an environment can be created which is conducive to free thinking and voicing those 

thoughts, then the common man with lower chance of getting favours from the authorities and influential people can decide 

to speak their minds. After all in the famous story “The Emperor‟s New Clothes” it was a small girl who had pointed out that 

the King had no clothes! 
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Gujarat Tourism breaks the law: Promotes illegal racing with Wild Ass:  

Gujarat Tourism has issued an advertisement which has got tremendous negative impact on the wild ass and other species. 

The text of the advertisement states “Race with the beautiful Neelgai, the Indian Wolf, Pelicans, the Desert Fox, Greater Fla-

mingos, larks, the Indian Vulture and Wild Ass at Little Rann of Kutch. The photo shows some Wild ass running and Amit-

abh Bacchan holding a camera. The creative is designed in such a way that the portions of the text “Neelgai, the Indian Wolf, 

Pelicans, the Desert Fox, Greater Flamingos, larks, the Indian Vulture and” is in smaller font. So the bigger font is separately 

read and immediately the long text is shortened and registered in the minds of people as “Race with the beautiful Wild Ass 

at Little Rann of Kutch”. 

Mr Amitabh Bachchan is an iconic figure and has tremendous brand power. His endorsement results in an indelible impres-

sion in the mind. When a few years ago Amitabh Bachchan came in the Gujarat Tourism advt, people started flocking to 

dhordo/white sands. Now people will go to Little Rann of Kutch 

(LRK) and race their jeeps with the Wild Ass. 

When you move your jeep close to the Wild Ass, they move away. 

When you race towards them, they start galloping away. When 

you continue to race the jeep along with them, they keep on gal-

loping at their top speed. This can be “fun” for some people, 

however, it is certainly not funny for the wild ass. No one loves to 

be chased. It increases their adrenalin flow in the body. The spe-

cies gets tensed. In the hot desert climate every species wants to 

conserve their energy. When the Wild Ass has to run for the sake 

of fun for some people, they quickly expend their energy and if it 

continues for longer period they can get exhausted. It is injurious 

to their health and they can also collapse. 

Racing with the Wild Ass can also result in accidents. As such 

there are way too many road kills of wild animals in every part of 

the country. In the Rann of Kutch, due to the sparse vegetation, 

people drive fast and the animals race to cross the road. In LRK, 

I was surprised to see a huge herd of Neelgais running and cross-

ing the road infront of us. They appeared threatened by the sight of the jeep. It appeared to me that there have been instanc-

es of people racing with them so that the Neelgais are now prone to run. 

During the British era, they used to race with Neelgai‟s, Blackbucks, Wild Ass etc and sphere them for fun. As such there are 

already a few people who are trying to race with the wild ass to find their top speed. There are also photographers who want 

to take photos of wild ass racing towards them and position their cameras on the ground and instruct others to chase the 

wild ass towards the camera. They are doing it when no one else is watching. With the Gujarat Tourism officially promoting 

racing with Wild Ass, this activity will acquire legitimacy. We hope the brutal and hedonistic days of the British is not recre-
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ated by racing with the Wild Ass. 

As per IUCN, The Wild Ass (Equus hemionus khur) is a near threatened species. It is protected under the Wildlife Protec-

tion Act. Racing or chasing a protected species is against the law. People who promote it for tourism and people who partici-

pate in it are breaking the law. Promoting illegality through an advertisement is a crime. Any private agency instead of Guja-

rat Tourism would have by now been prosecuted. However, since Gujarat Tourism is a Government agency, and since many 

times Government agencies have been able to murder wildlife and get away with it, all we can do is urgently request Gujarat 

Tourism and the Government of Gujarat to withdraw the advertisement and issue a clarification. 

A lot of damage has already been done as normally clarification doesn‟t reach the people. If Gujarat Tourism wants to be 

responsible, then they should rather pro-

mote the wildlife and highlight their plight. 

So they should instead promote images of 

wild animals trying to avoid speeding vehi-

cles like this image of a Jungle Cat trying to 

evade a car. 

 

 

 

When we love something or somebody, we take care to protect. So if highlighting the iconic Wild Ass was the intention, then 

Gujarat Tourism should have highlighted the love and bonding between this species. After all adrenalin rush is momentary 

but love transcends time.  
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New Species of Plant Identified in Araku Valley 

A new plant species has been identified in the Araku valley of Eastern Ghats. This species belongs to the Emilia Cass. 

(Asteraceae) family. This plant grows up to 85 cm tall and has dark pink to violet coloured flowers. The plant flowers be-

tween September and February. This plant was found at a height of 1245 meters above MSL. 

This discovery of the new Emilia Cass. Species was done by researchers K. V. Satish of National Remote Sensing Centre 

Hyderabad and Prakasa Rao Jonnakuti of Andhra University Botany department. The species have been named Emilia 

reddyii in honour of C. Sudhakar Reddy of National Remote Sensing Centre. 

We have narrowed down to the family and compared it with three other species of the family and found 23 distinct charac-

ters. Usually six characters are sufficient to name a new plant. However, when the researchers compared this plant with 

three other species of the same family they found 23 distinct characters. The researchers first came to know of this plant in 

2013. However it took them several years to validate their finding by conducting secondary research using various books as 

well as by checking with experts. 

The researchers found that the plant is found in a very limited area. So they have classified Emilia reddyi as critically en-

dangered. The researchers compared satellite images from 1973 with that of 2015 to study long-term ecosystem changes. 

“The result of habitat evaluation showed that natural vegetation occupies an area of 91.7 km2 (65.0%) of the total study 

Conservation News 

Emilia reddyi recently discovered in Eastern Ghats is a critically endangered plant  
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Conservation News 

area. Amongst the natural vegetation, Phoenix savannah (P. loureirii gregarious) is the predominant land cover which oc-

cupies an area of 26.1 km2 (18.5%), followed by scrub (24.0 km2 / 17.0%), semi-evergreen forest (22.4 km2 /15.8%), moist 

deciduous forest (15.5 km2 /11.0%), and dry deciduous forest (3.7 km2 /2.6%).” 

The researchers say “Understanding the long-term effect of anthropogenically induced changes in the ecosystem is essen-

tial for effective conservation of native biodiversity. In the present study, it was observed that the habitat of E. reddyi is 

under extreme pressure due to massive forest cover change and other anthropogenic impacts. The primary cause of defor-

estation is due to the expansion of agriculture considerably up to an area of 11.0 km2 (25.9 - 33.6%). Total forest loss was 

estimated at 9.1 km2 which was 18.0% of the total forest area. Semi-evergreen forest lost an area of 5.4 km2 (19.4%), fol-

lowed by moist deciduous, dry deciduous, Phoenix savannah, and scrub with loss of 3.1 km2 (16.9%), 2.6 km2 (14.0%), 0.2 

km2 (0.6%), and 1.9 km2 (7.4%), respectively.” 

Significant rate of deforestation and land cover changes were observed in the present study. The semi-evergreen forest un-

derwent deforestation with 0.51% annual rate of loss, followed by moist deciduous and dry deciduous with 0.44% and 

0.36% respectively. The scrub showed 0.18% annual loss. Agriculture has drastically extended with an annual rate of 

0.62%. Barren land and orchards extended 0.55% and 0.31% respectively. The analysis proved that there is a strong foot-

print of anthropogenic threats 

The Eastern Ghats is not as well explored as the Himalaya and Western Ghats. Even in a well explored place like Western 

Ghats many new species are discovered. With the researchers finding such alarming loss of forest cover as well as drastic 

annual rate of loss of forest cover, it is important that not only largely unexplored places like the Eastern Ghats get more 

research projects but more importantly urgent steps needs to be taken by the MoEF&CC as well as State Governments to 

preserve the Eastern Ghats for posterity. 

 

New Species of Tree-dwelling crabs discovered in Western Ghats 

A new species of wholly arboreal crabs have been discovered in the western ghats. 

 

 

 

 

Tree dwelling crabs 

of Western Ghats   
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Conservation News 

A new genus and new species of tree crab is described from the Western Ghats biodiversity hotspot in Kerala, south In-

dia. Kani maranjandu is substantially different from all congeners in a suite of characters, notably the diagnostic carapace 

and male abdominal structure, as well as the conspicuously elongated ambulatory legs. The species is wholly arboreal, liv-

ing in tree-hollows or the canopy. This has been described in a paper titled “Description of a new genus and new species of 

a fully arboreal crab (Decapoda: Brachyura: Gecarcinucidae) from the Western Ghats, India, with notes on the ecology of 

arboreal crabs” and published in The Journal of Crustacean Biology by authors Biju Kumar, Smrithy Raj and Peter K. L. 

Ng. 

This crab has been named after the Kani tribe who reported these sightings to the researchers. Maranjandu is the Malaya-

lam name for tree crab. This was found during a two year fresh water crab survey which started in 2014. 

Prior to this discovery we knew that crabs can climb trees. Crabs, especially some species of crabs found in mangroves often 

climb the trees to escape high tides. However, till date it was not known that some species of crabs can be fully arboreal. 

Dr. Biju Kumar, the principal author of the study said "as water holding hollows in large trees are essential for the survival 

of this unique species, the discovery also stress the need for conservation of large trees in the degraded forest ecosystems of 

the Western Ghats. It also highlights how little we know about the actual biodiversity that resides in these forests and the 

efforts that must still be made to find and study the many undoubted new species that still live there." 

Western Ghats is a bio-diversity hot-spot. Despite many research projects mounting field visits, there are many species that 

remain undiscovered. Each researcher team focus on their own area and it is not possible for researchers to identify and 

report new species belonging to other orders. 

  

J&K High Court Suggests Dal Lake Fund to Save the Dal Lake 

The J&K High Court division bench comprising Justice Ramalingam Sudhakar and Justice Ali Mohammad Magrey while 

hearing a PIL filed by environmental activist Syed Tahir Iqbal Geelani in 2002, has suggested forming a not-for profit trust 

like “Dal Lake Fund” to help restore and preserve the Dal Lake. 

Some time ago, we had floated the idea of using the Corporate Social Responsibility (CSR) scheme of corporates to fund for 

wildlife and environment causes. As per Union Ministry of Corporate Affairs, Corporates with minimum networth of rupees 

500 crores or turnover of 1000 crores or net profit of 5 crores in any financial year need to spend 2% of their average net 

profit of the preceeding three years on CSR. (https://www.indiawilds.com/diary/indiawilds-newsletter-vol-6-issue-ix/) 

The learned judges of HC are aware of this clause. They said “We further suggest the Monitoring Committee to consider 

and recommend to the Government as to whether non-profit trust can be formed like Dal Lake Fund. It can be given the 

task of restoration of the Dal. Fund for the said trust can be sourced from the Central as well as the State Governments 

from corporate who are willing to provide funds under the Corporate Social Responsibility (CSR) scheme”. 

https://www.indiawilds.com/diary/indiawilds-newsletter-vol-6-issue-ix/
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They also observed “It has come to our notice that various corporate have joined hands to safeguard the environment, the 

water, the agrarian land the forest the ecosystem etc. A group of private corporate with the guidance of the World Wildlife 

Fund have created a network called the India Water Stewardship Network (IWSN) which focuses on Good water govern-

ance, Sustainable water balance and Good water quality” 

 

“These are the few suggestions that the Court would like to make so that global attention is diverted to the preservation of 

Dal lake. These suggestions may be considered in addition to the steps already taken by the State of J&K to restore the beau-

ty of the Dal lake, the beauty and heritage of Jammu and the Kashmir Valley, considering the fact that it is one of the most 

favoured tourist destination”. 

The court also noted that the Sewage Treatment Plants (STPs) “were not functioning effectively and needed to be upgraded”. 

The court asked for “Restructuring and refurnishing of existing STPs should also be examined. By any chance the existing 

STPs are stopped, the impact it may have on pollution in Dal lake will be irreversible.” 

It asked the authorities to rope in non-governmental and other organisations “for technical experience” and to install CCTV 

cameras “to strengthen” the LAWDA‟s Enforcement Wing. 

Hearing the PIL, the J&K High Court has given many suggestions from time to time and it also mentioned the fact in its or-

der. “By an earlier order of this court, a monitoring committee has been constituted inter alia on a mandate to arrest the 

pollution and damage caused due to the discharge of waste elements. To remove encroachment and to take steps to restore 

the beauty and pristine nature of Dal lake. There are many issues addressed by this court from time to time and the order 

Dal Lake in Kashmir is battling for survival  



15 

     IndiaWilds - Newsletter Vol. 9 Issue IV                                                                            www.indiawilds.com    

are in volumes”. 

We are very happy that when the Government and citizens are failing in their duties, the Judiciary is taking up the onerous 

task of saving our natural heritage for our future generations. For this it deserves a huge round of applause. 

  

NBWL approves Uranium Survey & Exploration in Amrabad Tiger Re-

serve 

The standing committee of the National Board for Wildlife (NBWL) which these days virtually rubber stamps all proposals 

for denotifying and divesting part of forest areas for dams, canals, mines, industries etc has given clearance for conducting 

Uranium survey and exploration in over 83 Sq. km of the Amrabad Tiger Reserve of Telengana. 

Amrabad Tiger Reserve is in parts of Amrabad and Udimilla in Nagarkurnool district and in Narayanpur in Nalgonda dis-

trict. This tiger reserve is estimated to have 18 tigers and now there will be tremendous disturbance on their habitat and 

hence on their survival. However, the NBWL justified its move in tearing up Amrabad Tiger Reserve by saying that uranium 

mining is of strategic importance to this country and hence the tiger reserve needs to be sacrificed. 

If the Uranium mining survey and exploration is successful then large parts of the Tiger Reserve is expected to be denotified 

and completely destroyed. 

 

NBWL approves NH-12 Widening near Panna   

The NBWL has permitted diversion of 40 hectares of Nauradehi Wildlife Sanctuary for widening of NH-12 near Panna Tiger 

Reserve. This land will be used to upgrade the two lane road to four lane. 

The Madhya Pradesh Chief Wildlife Warden Mr. Jitendra Agarwal mentioned that the area for road widening does not form 

part of any corridor and is located on the south of the Nauradehi WLS though it is a part of Nauradehi WLS. As expected, 

the NBWL cleared the four-laning project. 

It is to be noted that Nauradehi wildlife sanctuary was to be added to Panna Tiger Reserve. Earlier when the disastrous Ken-

Betwa river linking project was cleared, the NBWL had accepted the proposal of WII (Wildlife Institute of India) to add Rani 

Durgavati, Ranipur, Mahavir Swami Wildlife Sanctuary and Nauradehi Wildlife sanctuary to Panna. With this move the 

NBWL is further reducing the existing protected areas that need to be merged with the Panna Tiger Reserve. 

 

NBWL approves road widening in Pakhal Wildlife Sanctuary   

NBWL has approved widening a 13.8 km stretch of the National Highway NH-365 passing through Pakhal Wildlife Sanctu-

ary. The Pakhal Wildlife Sanctuary is located 54 kilometers away from Warangal and covers an area of approximately 860 
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Sq. kms. It was established in 1952. It has a manmade lake which is said to be completed by the royal Kakatias in 1213 AD. 

This road widening is to be done on the NH 365 linking Nakerrekal and Mallampally. Due to the road widening inside the 

sanctuary, 51 acres of the forest land will be sacrificed for the road widening project. Since the NH authorities never consid-

er uprooting and replanting the mature hard growth trees due to cost reasons, about 5000 trees will need to be cut down. 

The NBWL while clearing this road widening proposal has said that adequate safe passages in the form of over-bridges and 

under-bridges needs to be constructed for movement of wild animals. National Highway authorities are known to not agree 

to any mitigation proposals and put pressure to reduce the mitigation measures even in highly fragile tiger habitats. So one 

can safely assume how much mitigation measures would be actually taken in these lesser known sanctuaries. 

 

Water bodies in Aravalli range to be filled up by Tankers  

Due to peak summer, the water bodies in the Aravalis are drying up. So the Haryana Forest Department will fill up the wa-

terbodies in the Aravali range in Gurgaon and Faridabad using water tankers. The forest department feels this will help in 

preventing the wild animals in moving into human habitations to quench their thirst. 

Recently a leopard had been lynched in a village. So the forest department doesn‟t want similar situations to recur. A leop-

ard and two cubs were recently seen in a private gulf club in Gurgaon. 

Generally the water bodies dry up by june. However, this year the temperature has been consistently high. Also deforesta-

tion is happening at an increasing pace. Illegal mining changes the topography of the land and the traditional underground 

water channels dry up impacting the water bodies. The sight of Badkhal and Damdama lakes in Faridabad and Gurgaon‟s 

Sohna lake will make one sad as they are just a pale shadow of the huge exapansive lakes they were in the past. Badkhal lake 

is heavily impacted because the natural water channel opening has been blocked at Bania Khan village due to illegal mining. 

So the forest department has choosen 40 places in Aravalli range where animals are known to frequent. 
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Wetlands – An Eternal Abode for Avifauna  :  

By Dr.Hiren. B. Soni 

Wetlands: An Introductory Approach  

The term “Wetland” is used for diverse habitats in different climatic zones of the earth, which is indeed difficult to define in 

simple term. The International Union for Conservation of Nature and Natural Resources (IUCN) defined “Wetlands” 

broadly for the purpose of the Ramsar convention on „Wetlands of International Importance‟ as:  

“Wetlands are areas of marsh, fen, peatland or water, whether artificial or natural, permanent or temporary, with wa-

ter that is static or flowing, fresh, brackish or salt, including areas of marine water, the depth of which at low tide does 

not exceed six meters”. 

Wetlands are ecosystems, whose formation and functioning are characterized by water, covering an area of about 7.5 to 7.8 

million sq. km. in the world, constituting about 6.4% of the global landmass. In India, about 75,819 sq. km. area is under 

wetlands. Wetlands are very rich in their biodiversity being the habitat of 15 to 20% of all living organisms on the earth, 

representing the major taxonomic groups, from unicellular algae through liverworts, mosses, and ferns to woody angio-

sperms, from protozoa to mammals and many bacteria to fungi. Therefore, these are highly productive, often equally or 

more productive than the adjacent terrestrial and aquatic ecosystems. Wetlands also influence the global climate; act as 

sinks of carbon or source of methane. Global budgets of nitrogen are influenced by nitrogen fixation by Blue Green Algae 

(BGA) and denitrification in sediments. Lakes, ponds, dams, seasonal water bodies, paddy fields, streams, marshlands, 

Mangrove Ecosystem 
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coastlines, mangroves, coral reefs, estuaries, and large stretches of mudflats etc. contribute significantly to make this land 

beautiful. They also enrich habitat diversity, which results into rich wetland biota, including a colourful bird life.  

Characteristics of Wetlands  

Wetlands are the areas: 

1. with hydrophytes and hydric soils, such as those commonly known as marshes, swamps, and bogs; 

2. without hydrophytes but with hydric soils – for example, flats where drastic fluctuation in water level, wave action, tur-

bidity, or high concentration of salts may prevent the growth of hydrophytes; 

3. with hydrophytes but non-hydric soils, such as margins of impoundments or excavations, where hydrophytes have be-

come established but hydric soils have not yet developed; 

4. without soils but with hydrophytes, such as sea-weeds covered portion of rocky shores; and 

5. without soils and hydrophytes, such as gravel beaches or rocky shores without vegetation. 

Pulikat Lake wetlands see drastic fluctuation in water level 



19 

     IndiaWilds - Newsletter Vol. 9 Issue IV                                                                            www.indiawilds.com    

Prime Importance of Wetlands as Enduring Habitats  

Now-a-days, the wetland conservation has been a particular focus, and many of the natural wetlands are used extensively 

by waterfowls. Wetlands are the most important conservation sites as they support the extensive food chain and rich biodi-

versity. Biologically, they are the most productive aquatic ecosystem in the world and various globally threatened avian 

species depend on them. Diverse wetland complexes are of great value in providing habitat for wetland bird species. The 

significance of wetlands is of paramount importance to biodiversity conservation and sustainability of ecosystem, which is 

economically important to local populace. Their conservation is an important issue and should be fiercely pursued by the 

State as well as the Central governments. Wetlands are of immense socio-economic and ecological importance to human-

kind for the survival of natural biodiversity, and recognized as sources, sinks, and transformers of chemical and biological 

matters. 

Wetlands: An Indian Perspective  

By virtue of the geographical position, varied terrains, and climatic zones, India supports a rich diversity of inland as well 

coastal wetlands. Wetlands are spread all over the country from the cold arid Trans-Himalayan zone to wet Terai regions of 

Himalayan foothills, from Gangetic plains upto the floodplains of River Brahmputra, from the swamps of north-eastern 

India to the saline expanses of Gujarat and Rajasthan in north-west and western India. Along the east and west coasts, they 

occur in the deltaic regions, in the southern peninsula‟s wet humid zones, and beyond the Andaman-Nicobar and Lakshad-

weep Islands.  
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India is a party in the Ramsar convention of wetlands of international importance with reference to waterfowl habitat. The 

ratification of this convention puts India under an international obligation to protect the important wetland sites. Besides, 

the Convention on Biological Diversity puts India under an international obligation to bring about the requisite law reform 

for the conservation of biodiversity including those in wetlands.  

The importance of wetlands was initially highlighted during the Ramsar convention in 1971 at Iran. In total, 118 countries 

have become the contracting parties to the convention and designated 1,014 wetlands covering a total area of 72 million 

hectare to the Ramsar list. India joined the convention in October 1981 and designated the first two Ramsar sites of the 

country viz. Lake Chilka (Orissa) and Keoladeo National Park (Rajasthan). Later, four wetlands - Sambhar Lake 

(Rajasthan), Loktak Lake (Manipur), Harike Lake (Punjab) and Wullar Lake (Jammu and Kashmir) were also added to the 

Ramsar list on March 23, 1990.  

Holistic Scenario of Wetlands (Gujarat State)    

Gujarat is rich in wetland resources, which harbours lakes, salt marshes, creeks, mudflats, estuaries, swamps, mangrove 

swamps, and man-made (artificially constructed) wetlands. The State supports 79 major wetlands, covers nearly 5 lakh ha 

area. The wealth of these wetlands is flourished by 27,175 sq. km., constitutes about 35.8% of the total geographical area of 

India‟s wetlands.  

 

Flock of pintails in Chilika lake, a Ramsar site 
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Region-wise distribution of wetlands including their areas is given below:  
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Out of 831 wetlands in the State, 438 are coastal and 393 are inland wetlands (including 231 small and big reservoirs), cov-

ering 92.3% and 7.7% of the total wetland area, respectively. Gujarat has recognized the geo-morphological, floral and fau-

nal values of these important wetlands, which constitutes seven sanctuaries to preserve a total area of 13,052 sq. km. Four 

major, 5 medium, 25 minor and 5 desert rivers annually add 71,000 million cubic meters of water to the sea around the 

State. Thus, it would not be an exaggeration to state that Gujarat is pretty well placed among all the States as far as the wet-

lands in India are concerned. Some of the important and well-known wetlands of the State are - the Great Rann of Kachchh 

(GRK), the Little Rann of Kachchh (LRK), the Gulf of Kachchh, the Gulf of Khambhat, Nal Sarovar Bird Sanctuary, Khijadia 
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Bird Sanctuary, Porbandar Bird Sanctuary, Thol Bird Sanctuary, and Pariyej and Kanewal Reservoirs. Apart from these, 

there are numerous unprotected marshes, village-ponds, countryside ponds, irrigation reservoirs, lakes, paddy fields, ca-

nals, and rivers in the State, which have been performing various ecological and hydrological functions.  

  

The Gulf of Kachchh, the Gulf of Khambhat, the Great Rann of Kachchh and the Little Rann of Kachchh cover a vast area of 

coastal wetlands of Gujarat, making this part of the land incomparable to the rest of the country. Total population of win-

tering waterfowls in these areas has not been estimated, but it is expected to be in the range of millions. Sometimes, just a 

little less than a million flamingos nest in the Great Rann of Kachchh during their breeding season. Dr. Salim Ali recorded 

half a million Greater flamingos in a nesting colony in the well-known Flamingo City (Ang Bet) in the Great Rann of Ka-

chchh in 1945. About 70,000 Lesser flamingos were documented in a nesting colony in the Little Rann of Kachchh during 

August 1998. Nal Sarovar Bird Sanctuary alone supports a population of one to two hundred thousand aquatic birds during 

peak winter months. Over 40,000 water birds are observed at Thol Bird Sanctuary in a day during peak winter period. Ka-

chchh, a known district for wetlands, has numerous seasonal water bodies. Sample surveys and monitoring of these typical 

wetlands indicate that millions of water birds find a suitable home in this area. The wetlands in the Little Rann of Kachchh 

support 82,000 water birds during the winter of 1998, proving beyond doubt that a large number of water birds visit this 

area every year. There are hundreds of such wetlands in Saurashtra peninsula too.  

Waterfowl concentration in Gujarat during winter is one of the highest in the country, as the area falls on the migratory 

route of the birds. Migratory birds from Europe and Asia continents migrate to the Indian peninsula, passing through the 

western part of the country, and enjoy the varied habitats. Many of them stay in Gujarat for the entire winter season, while 

some of them move to the Deccan plateau southwards. Again, during the reverse migration in the months of March and 

April, some of the migratory birds halt temporarily at these wetlands before their departure from the State and the Country 

to their breeding grounds.  

Flamingos in Little Rann of Kutch  
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Due to human greed, these wetlands experience a gradual loss in terms of shrinking of their geographical and hydro-

biological regimes, and depletion of biotic resources available therein due to various man-made factors. In Gujarat, wet-

lands are threatened by many human activities such as draining and/or filling with solid urban and construction wastes 

(reclamation). Majority of these wetlands have been converted into fishponds and paddy fields. Over-exploitation of wet-

land resources by harvesting, fishing and hunting causes decline of many floral and faunal elements. Grazing by domestic 

and wild animals is common and most wetlands are adapted to it, but over-grazing or total ban on grazing may affect wet-

lands adversely.  

Wetlands as Bird Habitats 

One of the best known functions of wetlands is to provide a habitat for birds. Humans have known of the link between 

birds and wetlands for thousands of years. Prehistoric people drew pictures of birds and wetlands on cave walls, scratched 

them onto rocks, and used them in the design of artifacts; and native folklores provide accounts of bird hunts in wetlands. 

Wetlands are important bird habitats, and birds use them for breeding, nesting, and rearing young. Birds also use wetlands 

as a source of drinking water and for feeding, resting, shelter, and social interactions. Some waterfowl, such as Grebes, 

have adapted to wetlands to such an extent that their survival as individual species depends on the availability of certain 

types of wetlands within their geographic range. Other species, such as Northern pintail or Eurasian widgeon, use wetlands 

only during some parts of their lives. 

Significant Factors for Survival of Wetland Birds 

The relation between wetlands and birds is shaped by many factors. These include the availability, depth, and quality of 

water; the availability of food and shelter; and the presence or absence of predators. Birds that use wetlands for breeding 

depend on the physical and biological attributes of the wetland. Birds have daily and seasonal dependencies on wetlands 

for food and other life-support systems.  

The value of a wetland to a specific bird species is affected by the presence of surface water or moist soils and the duration 

and timing of flooding. Water might be present during the entire year, during only one or more seasons, during tidal inun-

dation, or only temporarily during and after rainfall or snowmelt. At times water might not be present at the land surface, 

but might be close enough to the land surface to maintain the vegetation and foods that are needed by birds. Birds may use 

wetlands located in depressions in an otherwise dry landscape, along streams, or in tidally influenced areas near shore-

lines. 

The availability or influence of water is a very important wetland feature to birds. It is not, however, the only feature that 

determines if birds will be present, how birds use the wetland, or how many kinds or numbers of birds may use the wet-

land. Other determining physical or biological factors include water depth and temperature, presence or absence of vegeta-

tion, patchiness, or openness of vegetation, type of vegetation, foods, water chemistry, type of soils, and geographic or 

topographic location. Any variations in any of these wetland features will cause subtle, but distinct, differences in bird use.  

Wetlands provide food for birds in the form of plants, vertebrates, and invertebrates. Some feeders forage for food in the 

wetland soils, some find food in the water column, and some feed on the vertebrates and invertebrates that live on sub-
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mersed and emergent plants. Birds eat the fruits, tubers, and leaves of wetland plants. Water temperatures influence food 

production. Invertebrate production in the water column may ultimately depend on water temperature and the ability of a 

wetland to produce algae. Cold water might not be a hospitable environment for small animals and plants that some wet-

land birds eat. However, water that is too warm also might not produce foods that some birds prefer. 

Wetland vegetation provides shelter from predators and from the weather. The presence or absence of shelter may influ-

ence whether birds will inhabit a wetland or a nearby upland area. Predators are likely to abound where birds concentrate, 

breed, or raise their young. Wetlands form an important buffer or barrier to land-based predators and reduce the risk of 

predation to nesting or young birds. However, some predators, such as the rats and/or gerbils, are well adapted to both 

wetland and upland environments, and take large numbers of both young and nesting birds. Animals like Jungle cats, 

Mongoose, and Civet cats forage for nesting or sleeping birds along the edges and interiors of wetlands. Other animals, 

such as the Indian Flap-shell turtle, Crocodiles, Gharials and Monitor lizards are effective water-based predators of young 

birds, particularly young waterfowl. Snakes take their toll as well. Many bird species that are highly adapted to feeding in a 

wetland environment also have genetic adaptations that lower their risk of becoming prey. One such example is Bittern, 

which has excellent protective coloration. The same vegetation that hides birds from predators also provides some shelter 

from severe weather.  

 

The geographic location of a wetland may determine how and when birds will use it or use adjacent habitat. In the north-

ern latitudes or at high altitudes, some wetlands are covered with ice in the winter and are temporarily "out of service" for 

birds adapted to a water environment, but emergent vegetation might still offer shelter and food for some species. Birds 

that eat fish, aquatic invertebrates, or submersed vegetation cannot forage for food because of the ice cover. Some wetlands 

Monitor lizards are effective predators of young birds  
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are on the migration path of waterfowl and other migratory birds and provide stopover locations for traveling birds. These 

birds might feed in agricultural fields during the day and return to the shelter of wetlands during the night. 

The "perennial water bodies" of India as well as Gujarat are one of the special types of wetlands, important for migrating 

waterfowl. Here the timing and duration of inundation and the salinity of the water are important factors in the production 

of plants and invertebrates used by birds. Wetland characteristics are influenced by number of things such as:  

1. Water-level fluctuations throughout the year, in response to rainfall and snowmelt, that maintain wetland zones such 

as wet meadows and marshes  

2. Short-term (years) and long-term (decades) climatic trends that cycle wetlands between a wet and dry state  

3. Interaction of surface and ground water  

4. Interaction of ground water with rocks and soils that influence salinity and other wetland water chemistry  

Importance of Wetlands for Birds’ Population  

Because of the great variety of wetlands, bird adaptation and use of wetland environments differs greatly from species to species. 

Birds' use of wetlands during breeding cycles ranges widely. Some birds depend on wetlands almost totally for breeding, nesting, 

feeding, or shelter during their breeding cycles. Birds that need functional access to a wetland or wetland products during their life 

cycle, especially during the breeding season, can be called "wetland dependent". Other birds use wetlands only for some of their 

needs, or they might use both wetland and upland habitats.  

Some bird species use forested wetlands as well as forested uplands, feeding on the abundant insects associated with trees. 

These birds are not 

dependent on wetlands 

because they use both 

habitats equally well. 

Some birds, such as  

 

A migratory 

greater spotted 

eagle Aquila 

clanga on reeds 

in its wintering 

habitat at Hes-

sarghatta in India  
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Tree ducks, are found primarily in forested wetlands and are dependent on this wetland type. 

Many migratory birds are wetland dependent, using wetlands during their migration and breeding seasons. Migratory 

birds may spend the entire winter in wetlands of India as well Gujarat, may be farther south. Throughout winter, these 

birds use wetlands for food and nutrients to sustain them for their return trip and the breeding season. 

Influence of Wetlands on Waterfowl Population 

Considerable research has increased the understanding of wetlands' influence on the numbers of waterfowl that breed and 

their breeding success. However, the relation between wetlands and the population and propagation of various waterfowl spe-

cies is not well understood. This relation depends on:  

1. Number of wetlands in the area 

2. Wetlands' size and water depth 

3. Whether the wetlands hold open water during pre-winter periods  

4. Climate and  

5. Species of bird and the bird's adaptations to wetlands 

Different waterfowl species adapt to different wetland types, inhabit different geographic areas, and nest at different times. 

The relation of many other species of birds to wetlands is undoubtedly just as complex. 

Wetland Loss and Decline of Bird Diversity  

For most wetland-dependent birds, habitat loss in breeding areas translates directly into population losses. As wetlands 

are destroyed, some birds may move to other less suitable habitats, but reproduction tends to be lower and mortality tends 

Wetlands are 

filled up illegally 
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to be higher. Hence, the birds that breed in these poorer quality habitats will not contribute to a sustainable population 

through the years. 

Wetland loss due to draining, filling, or altering of surface-water and ground water flow is a concern to many people. Wet-

land degradation also has a substantial effect on birds. Although wetland degradation is a serious problem, it is one that is 

more subtle and less understood than wetland losses. Degradation can take many forms:  

1. Amounts and periodicity of water supplies can be altered 

2. The quality of water flowing into and through a wetland can be modified 

3. The flows of sediments or freshwater to coastal marshes can be reduced 

4. Water levels can be stabilized in wetlands that otherwise would undergo beneficial draw-downs or water-table fluctua-

tions 

5. Wetland vegetation may be altered by harvesting or by introducing exotic species, making it of little or no value to wet-

land-dependent birds 

An example of wetland degradation is well-observed in some wetlands of India (Keoladeo Ghana National Park, Bharatpur, 

Rajasthan) and Gujarat (Nal Sarovar Bird Sanctuary). Nutrients and sediments entering the bay from agricultural, urban, 

and industrial areas have caused increased algal blooms, decreased invertebrate production, and lowered oxygen levels. 

This degradation has reduced the acreage of grasses and reed-beds that form an important link in the food chain for inver-

tebrates, fish, and wetland-dependent birds. The decline in Duck population in this area is thought to be directly related to 

the decline in reeds.  

Chemicals and sediments that move from agricultural areas into wetlands are two of the most pervasive sources of degra-

dation. The shift in human populations from inland areas to coastal areas of West coast of Gujarat has caused problems in 

coastal wetlands through overloaded sewage treatment systems. The large and growing volume of industrial wastes that 

enter ground- and surface-water supplies also threatens to degrade wetlands. These threats, combined with habitat de-

struction, have a net negative effect on the population of wetland birds. Thus, if the amount and quality of wetland habitat 

is substantially reduced, populations of wetland-dependent birds in the area also can be expected to decrease. 

Threats to Avian Habitats  

Over 90% of the wetlands have been lost during the past 150 years, accentuated by human actions on a worldwide basis, 

with a higher fragmentation and loss of areas, which negatively affects the water bird population. Presently, almost 50% of 

the world's wetlands are on the verge of disappearing from the geographic regimes due to agricultural expansion and urban 

development and various anthropogenic threats such as industrialization, urbanization, drainage for agriculture and water 

system regulation. Concurrent agricultural conversion of wetlands causes unavailability of native aquatic seeds consumed 

by waterfowls. Both natural and anthropogenic factors have resulted into siltation, changes in salinity concentration, ex-
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cessive and redundant growth of freshwater weeds, decrease in fish productivity, changes in species composition of avifau-

na, eutrophication, and excessive extraction of bio-resources and overall loss of aquatic biodiversity.  

Major threats faced by the wetlands are removal of vegetation layer by local dependants in the catchment area of that par-

ticular lake, consequent soil erosion, excessive use of water for irrigation for agricultural practices, hunting and poaching 

of waterfowls, encroachment for human settlements, overexploitation of fish, timber, medicinal plants, water transport, 

and water supply, reclamation for urban and industrial development, pollution from industries, domestic and agricultural 

areas, conversion to aquaculture or fish ponds or culture ponds, diversion of water for farming, and hydro-electricity gen-

eration, etc. It has been estimated that nearly 1 hectare of the world's wetland area is getting degraded every minute.  

Wetlands are increasingly threatened due to various anthropogenic activities. „Ramsar Convention‟ promotes the concept 

of „wise use‟, which refers to the „sustainable utilization‟ for the benefit of humankind in a way compatible with the mainte-

nance of the natural properties of the ecosystem. Wetlands have been managed for long duration by the local communities, 

which depend on them for many of their needs. Therefore, management requires a critical assessment of functional values 

of the wetland, together with an understanding of traditional management practices and active participation of stakehold-

ers and local communities.  

Conservation and Management Framework for Sustainability of Water Birds  

Several international treaties are partly responsible for much of the formal wetland protection in this country--the Migra-

tory Bird Treaty (MBT) and the Convention on Wetlands of International Importance (CWII) especially as Waterfowl Hab-

itat. 

However, many people believe that ownership or management of wetlands by public conservation agencies, such as MoEF 

(Ministry of Environment and Forests), MoES (Ministry of Environmental Science), NWC (National Wetland Committee), 

NWLB (National Wildlife Board), and by private organizations, such as WCS (Wetland Conservation Society) and Regional 

Wetland Councils (RWC), offers the best assurance that the highest value wetlands will be maintained for future genera-

tions.  
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The Last GIBs of Gujarat :  

By Dr. Devesh Gadhvi  

The Great Indian Bustard, popularly known by the short-form GIB, is a majestic but threatened Indian bird. Today less 

than 250 GIBs are left on the face of earth. Standing one meter tall, this bird prefers to live in the grasslands during its 

breeding season (during monsoon in Gujarat), and for the rest of the time of the year i.e. during winter and summer, it pre-

fers to live in open undisturbed land and/or harvested fields of Sorghum and Millet. 

  

They feed mainly on the insects, and hence the Great Indian Bustard is 

truly a „farmer‟s friend‟ and its presence can never be problematic to 

the   farmers. Moreover, GIB also feeds on the small reptiles, berries or 

fruits of Zizyphus and Capparis and fallen grains in the harvested agri-

cultural fields.  

The Great Indian Bustards are surviving mainly in India. In our nation 

they are surviving in the states of Rajasthan, Gujarat, Maharashtra, 

Andhra Pradesh and Karnataka. According to one estimation, there are 

about 60 to 70 birds in Rajasthan, less than 30 in Gujarat and a total 

population of less than 30 birds surviving in rest of the states.  

 

Great Indian Bustards are known to die in collisions with power lines  
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Albeit, on the basis of scientific studies, its global population is believed to be between 50-249 individuals which means 

that there are more than 50 but less than 250 GIBs struggling to survive across the globe.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Till 1950-60s, the Great Indian Bustards were sighted in the Saurashtra region and Kutch district of the State of Gujarat. 

Gradually, the habitat of this species came under pressure of agriculture and other development, which resulted in the loss 

of habitat for the species. In addition to this, the rampant hunting of GIB was also prevalent which resulted in a steep de-

cline of its population. Here, it is very much essential to understand that this species lays mostly one egg per year, hence 

the population cannot bounce back when the extraneous conditions are favourable. All these situations have collectively 

led the species to the verge of extinction. 

In 1960s, Salim Ali, India‟s most famous ornithologist, had recommended the Great Indian Bustard to be declared as the 

National Bird of India, as that would have led to the common man becoming aware about the importance of this species, 

resulting in its conservation. Unfortunately, his dream couldn‟t be completed and his fears about the population decline of 

this species came true with the GIB numbers dwindling down rapidly. As per a study carried out in 1969, there were about 

1260 GIBs in India then, this number has declined to less than 250 birds today. The bird that was declared as „threatened 

species‟ in the 1980s, has come on the verge of extinction today. Despite this, today majority of Indians are unaware about 

the Great Indian Bustards and many Gujarati‟s too are unaware of its existence in the State of Gujarat. 

Great Indian Bustards mostly lay only one egg in a year. Cartoon: Devesh Gadhvi  
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We all feel proud of the existence of Asiatic Lion in Gir and Indian Wild Ass in the Little Rann of Kutch which is surely a 

good thing. Sadly, at the same time the presence of the Great Indian Bustard, which is our natural heritage and locally 

known as Ghorad in Gujarat, is vanishing from our minds. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Extinction of a species from the mindset of the society before the actual extinction of the species from wild, is the worst 

thing that can happen to any individual species. In Gujarat, the Great Indian Bustard is surviving in the Abdasa and to a 

certain extent in the Mandvi taluka of the Kutch district. The GIB has the distribution range of about 1000 sq.km of which 

250 sq.km is a very crucial and sensitive habitat for the GIBs. However, our indifference to the welfare of Great Indian Bus-

tards is shocking. Only a mere 2 sq.km of area in Kutch is protected and has been declared as “The Kutch Bustard Sanctu-

ary”. Owing to this small size of the sanctuary, most of the GIBs in Kutch are struggling to survive outside the protected 

area. These areas consist of revenue lands of approx. 30 villages and few small patches owned by the Gujarat Forest De-

partment. All these areas are prime wildlife habitats but are unfortunately termed as waste lands and are known as 

Kharabo or Sarkari Padtar in Gujarati. 

  

 

 

Cartoon: Devesh Gadhvi  
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Recently in the year 2013, the Govt. of India had released a very detailed and scientific guideline for the recovery of the 

critically endangered GIB. As per this guideline, development of power-lines, windmills and pylons can be fatal to this spe-

cies. And hence, it is recommended that none of such infrastructural development should be allowed in or around the bus-

tard habitat. In the recent past, the mortality of GIBs has been reported due to the collision with power-lines in Maharsah-

tra, Rajasthan and Gujarat. During the year 2014, one adult female GIB had died in Abdasa taluka of Kutch district in Gu-

jarat due to the collision with power-line. It is also interesting to note that various scientific research have revealed that the 

bustards have a poor vision and hence the probability of their collision with the power-line is much higher than the other 

species. Even a single death due to the anthropogenic activities, can leave a fatal impact on the entire population of a spe-

cies like GIB, especially when the species is on the verge of extinction, laying mostly one egg per year and which needs hu-

man support for the long term survival. 

Unfortunately, in Abdasa taluka which is the last home for the GIBs in Gujarat, a huge electric power substation is being 

developed by the GETCO (Gujarat Energy Transmission Corporation LTD), right in the middle of most important flying 

areas of the species. Major work of this development has already been initiated in the area. This substation is being     de-

veloped in an area from where regular movements of the species have been observed. Currently, the pylons for the two 

High-Tension Power-lines of 220 kV each have been installed. Each of these lines have 13 cables at an exact height at 

which the GIBs fly. Hence, the mortality of GIBs due to the collision with such power-line in near future is very much cer-

tain especially since another 16 power lines are scheduled to be installed here. 

Adult female Great Indian Bustard electrocuted in Abdasa in 2014 
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Network of power-lines and pylons installed by GETCO around the Great Indian Bustard habitat developed by the Forest 

Department  

Installation of new pylons adjacent to the boundary of the forest plot 
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After putting lots of efforts, the Gujarat Forest Department have succeeded in developing a suitable and secured habitat for 

the GIBs in this area. Even today, good growth of grass and suitable habitat for GIB, developed by Forest Department, can 

be seen in this area. To provide a suitable and undisturbed breeding ground to the species, the Forest Department has also 

installed chain-link fencing in this area and has developed safe breeding enclosures. Fortunately, as a result of such hard 

work, three chicks of GIBs have survived in the year 2016. But GETCO has planned its activities in a very tactful way in the 

same area by which they do not have to seek „No Objection Certificate‟ from the Forest Department. 

Installation of the pylons and other developmental activities is being done by the GETCO adjacent to the forest areas, but 

outside its boundary. Due to such developmental method, the GIB habitats have been surrounded by the network of power-

lines and pylons which will ascertain the extirpation of GIB - „The Pride of Kutch‟. 

The map shows how such developmental activities are being done around the GIB   habitats, developed by the forest depart-

ment, while the villages on both the sides viz. Bhachunda and Konathiya, have similar areas for such development. If this 

development would have been done in those areas it would have not been fatal to GIBs.  

Most of the time, our society has a belief that the nature conservationist or ecologists are always against all kind of develop-

ment. Hence, whenever they request the Hon. Government for any matter, they are considered as the „Barriers of Develop-

ment‟ and their request are being overlooked. While in reality, if their suggestions are sought, they will be able to suggest 

the mitigations and measures that need to be considered while implementing the project to leave minimum effect on the 

wildlife and environment of the related area. No naturalist would ever wish to make the villagers suffer and to hinder the 

development of any village. They just wish that where, what and how things should be implemented so that minimum dis-

turbance is caused to the ecology. 

When the large numbers of flamingos, state bird of Gujarat, died due to the collision with the power-lines in Khadir region 
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of Kutch, the power-line was made underground which is an appreciable action taken by the Hon. Government and con-

cerned officers.  

 

Currently, the Great Indian Bustards are facing similar threat. Does it mean that only when these power-lines take their toll 

and wipe out a majority of GIBs from Gujarat, the Government will wake up to the reality and take actions to save this im-

portant and iconic species? 

With a request to take immediate actions in this matter which can be fatal to the GIB, TCF (The Corbett Foundation) based 

in the Abdasa taluka of Kutch has written a letter to the Hon. Chief Minister of Gujarat. It has also been requested that bird 

diverters should be   installed on the power-lines that has been erected, and all the future power-lines in this area should be 

made underground. 

 

 

Great Indian Bustard Vs Powerlines:: Cartoon: Devesh Gadhvi  
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This area is the last home of GIB in the Gujarat state. If these ill-planned infrastructure creation activities detrimental to the 

species continues, then Gujarat will lose its Great Indian Bustards forever. Future generations will never forgive us if the 

Great Indian Bustards are driven into extinction due to our apathy, as the information to save them is readily available. 

To save Great Indian Bustards power lines need to be cabled 

underground or rerouted  
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Mammals of South Asia Vol I & Vol II  

Editors AJT Johnsingh, Nima Manjrekar 

The Indian subcontinent, which is home to more than 1/6th of world‟s population, is also rich in its natural heritage. How-

ever, leave apart laymen, even nature enthusiasts would be stunned to learn that South Asia is home to 574 species of 

mammals. There have been books in the past to describe some of the major mammals of India like A Dunbar Brander‟s 

Wild Animals in Central India (http://www.indiawilds.com/diary/wild-animals-in-central-india/ ), RI Pocock‟s Mammalia 

on Primates, SH Prater‟s The Book of Indian Animals and recently Vivek Menon‟s Indian Mammals-A field Guide (http://

www.indiawilds.com/diary/indian-mammals-%E2%80%8B%E2%80%8Ba-field-guide/) etc. These were excellent efforts 

and had solved the purpose during the times they were written. Many of us have learnt a lot from these books. Neverthe-

less, when I came to know that a new book Mammals of South Asia has been published in two volumes, I immediately went 

ahead and bought a copy, as these two volumes cover updated information based on various research studies. 

Location: 

Mammals of South Asia is edited by Dr. AJT Johnsingh and Nima Manjrekar and spans across two volumes and contains 

articles by various researchers. A total of 87 authors have written the chapters in the two volumes with 46 of them contrib-

Book Review  

http://www.indiawilds.com/diary/wild-animals-in-central-india/
http://www.indiawilds.com/diary/indian-mammals-%E2%80%8B%E2%80%8Ba-field-guide/)
http://www.indiawilds.com/diary/indian-mammals-%E2%80%8B%E2%80%8Ba-field-guide/)
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uting to the first volume. Dr. Johnsingh says that he worked on this book between 1996 till 2005 during his WII (Wildlife 

Institute of India) days. Only such an exhaustive effort, unthinkable unless someone is really determined, could do justice 

to the huge number of species found in South Asia as well as to filter out and include key elements from the lot of research 

efforts being carried out by many biologists. 

The Mammals of South Asia (Vol. 1 and Vol. 2) are treasure troves of information and will not only appeal to the research-

ers but will also appeal to naturalists and layman. There are various tables displaying data neatly and will be of value to 

serious scholars as well as the layman. For eg. one can realise that out of 137 endemic species found in the South Asian re-

gion, 51 (37.23%) belong to India. This can make one think of protecting these species, as the endemic species are found 

nowhere else and loss of their habitat or any other survival challenge can simply wipe them out from the face of earth. 

The volume one contains the mammals belonging to the Order: Insectivora, Scadentia, Chiroptera, Primates and Car-

nivora. And the volume two contains the orders (Cetacea, Sirenia), Proboscidea, Perissodactyla, Artiodactyla and Rodentia. 

Since these two volumes are exhaustive, some people may just brand them as reference material and keep it in the shelf. 

However, I find these two books extremely readable and some of the information will definitely arouse curiosity of people. 

Did you know this? 

Indian Fox: Did you know that the Indian fox is not strictly a carnivore and feeds on fruits and other vegetable mat-

ter? 

Book Review  

Indian Fox 
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“Amongst vegetable matter, the Indian fox has been reported to feed on fruits of ber (zizyphus sp.), neem (Azadirachta 

indica), mango (mangifera indica), jambu (Syzygium cumini), banyan (Ficus bengalensis), melons, and the shoots and 

pods of Cicer arietum (Mivart 1890, Prater 1971, Mitchell 1977, Roberts 1977, Johnsingh 1978, Manakadan and Rahmani 

2000, Home and Jhala 2009).” (page 359, Vol. 1) 

Golden Jackal: Did you know that jackals have the intelligence to store food for future? 

“Jackals have the habit of caching extra food by burying it (Kingdon 1989)…. A lot of vegetable matter features in the diet 

of jackals; during the fruiting season, they feed extensively on the fruits of the Zizyphus sp., Carissa carandas, Syzygium 

cumini, and pods of Prosopis juliflora and Cassia fistula (Kotwal et al. 1991)” (page 370, Vol. 1)  

Wolves: Wolves have a sinister reputation. They have been characterised malevolently in many myths. So you would be 

surprised to read this: 

“Wolves also eat locusts, other insects, reptiles, birds, and vegetable matter like the pods of Prosopis juliflora and fruits 

of Zizyphus sp. (Sharma 1978, Jhala 1993a)”. (page 382, Vol. 1) 

There are also many more interesting aspects of various species described in the Mammals of South Asia. 

Book Review  
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Different Soldier & Police in Nilgiri Langurs:  

“The adult male dominance hierarchy was a relatively rigid and well-defined order, which was maintained with minimal 

aggression. Most male-male dominance interactions were accomplished in a non-violent manner through visual cues. In a 

typical sequence, the dominant male simply looked at the subordinate animal, which usually responded by looking away. 

This promptly terminated the interaction”. (Page 245, Vol. 1) 

How nice it would be if we humans too looked the other way 

when someone is angry, rather than get engaged in fisticuffs? 

Also the book has very interesting information on the Alpha 

male. “the alpha male was not the largest animal, nor did he 

possess large canines. He played a major role defending the 

troop during inter-troop altercations and territorial battles, 

but did not actively intervene in intra-troop disputes. The 

alpha male was involved in more dominance sequences than 

other males. Although he expressed his dominance rarely, he 

was the most active animal in inter-troop dominance interac-

tions. He had greater freedom of movement and choice than 

other individuals, and troop activity was patterned after the 

alpha male.” (page 245, Vol. 1) 

If we try to find a similarity between human society and the 

nilgiri langurs, it is like the biggest bodybuilder is not the one 

who fights in the frontlines in the army. Ability and attitude 

trumps bulk. Also, the alpha male who leads the troop in bat-

tle against outsiders doesn‟t do police duties. May be if our 

Government can learn a thing or two from these Nilgiri lan-

gurs and stop using the Army in domestic strife, a long pending demand of our Army be met and they remain out of petty 

local politics. 

As far as interaction of Nilgiri Langur with Lion-tailed macaque is concerned it is mentioned that “Interactions between 

the two species can be mildly agonistic. During most observed encounters, the macaques often displace the langurs”. (page 

248, Vol. 1) 

However, Dr. Ajith Kumar, the author of this article has mentioned in a different publication (IN DANGER, Indian Wildlife 

and Habitat) about fights between these two species and also one instance of a Lion-tailed Macaque killing a Nilgiri langur 

infant and not eating it. “As the lion-tailed macaque is a fruit eater and the Nilgiri langur, a leaf eater, they seldom fought 

Book Review  

Nilgiri Langur                   Image - Roopak Gangadharan 
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over food. Instead, fighting often started when they came together on the same tree and an infant or juvenile of either spe-

cies felt threatened by the other species. The adults would immediately join in kicking up a fight. Often the fight ended 

quickly after an exchange of growls, and with the Nilgiri langur retreating. One day, however, the fight became particularly 

intense with the adults chasing each other…..within seconds, the (Lion-tailed macaque) male was going up the same tree 

but with a Nilgiri langur infant clutched in his mouth.  

While other monkeys growled and wailed even more excitedly, he went up about five metres, stood with the infant in his 

mouth for a couple of minutes, then dropped it to the ground”. (IN DANGER, Indian Wildlife and Habitat, edited by Paola 

Manfredi, page 100) Since this observation adds another dimension to the Nilgiri langur‟s conflict, it could have also been 

added to the book. 

Redirected Aggression in Rhesus macaque:  

Rhesus macaques have a very close association with humans as they live in “a wide variety of habitats, including cities, vil-

lages, farms, forests, semi-deserts and mangrove swamps”. (page 138) In the dominance behaviour of Rhesus macaque: 

“Often when threatened by a dominant, subordinates redirect their aggression by threatening lower ranking individuals 

(Srivastava 1999)”. (page 142, Vol. 1) 

Book Review  
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Whether the monkeys learnt this behaviour due to their close association with humans or the humans learnt this from the-

se macaques is not known.  

One interesting behaviour is the mourning of the dead. “Around human habitation and temple sites in India, „urban‟ ma-

caques die of electrocution and in road accidents more often than any other cause. After the death of an infant, the mother 

may carry the corpse for several hours to several days, even after it starts decaying”. (page 144, Vol. 1) 

Hoolock Gibbons can sing: 

“The adult hoolock gibbon pair produces a loud and elaborate song in the form of a duet, in which juveniles and young may 

join in. The song comprises an introductory sequence, an organising sequence and a great call sequence. The adult male 

and female sit close together while singing and break into vigorous swinging displays as the great call sequence rises to a 

climax… Solitary females have been heard singing solo, but either of a mated pair will not call alone.” (page 343) 

Musk Deers: 

Did you know that Musk deers are not true deers? The Musk deer (Moschus spp.) are small forest ruminants and they dif-

fer from other deer in not having antlers and facial glands. “They have a gall bladder, caudal gland and musk gland, which 

other deer do not possess. They have only one pair of teats, wheras other deer have two. the upper canines are greatly de-

veloped in musk deer, especially in males. In females, the upper canines are small and never protrude below the lip of the 

lower jaw. Therefore, musk deer are not true deer, but deer-like ruminants… Hassanin and Douzery (2003) placed the 

Book Review  
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Moschidae firmly as sister to Bovidae, based on mitochondrial and molecuarl sequences”. (page 159, Vol. 2) 

Also, did you know that “as an anti-inflammatory agent, musk is a more effective antidote for snake venom than hydrocor-
tisone”. (Page 172, Vol. 2) 

Asian Elephant:  

Did you know that “the living elephants are the descendants of a fairly small tapir-like mammal, Moeritherium, that lived 

at least 45 million years ago, and whose fossil remains were first described 

from Lake Moeris in Egypt in 1904 (Delort 1990)” (Page 71, Vol. 2) 

“The Gajasastra attributed to Palakapya (sixth to fifth century BC) mentions 

the presence of elephants in almost the whole of India, including the present 

states of Rajasthan, Punjab, Gujarat and Madhya Pradesh, from which they 

have now disappeared.” (Page 72, Vol. 2) 

Only 30 percent of elephant habitat is protected: “In 2000, estimates of wild 

Asian elephant population ranged between 34,000 and 50,000 animals, 

with their habitat covering an area of about 439,000 sq km, of which only 

about 132,000 s km (30 percent) is protected (Kemf and Santiapillai 2000). 

Data of this nature are classified as Informed Guesses. However, even these 

optimistic estimates show that the total population of the Asian elephant is 

only 10 per cent of the current estimate for the African elephant population 

and has declined in the majority of the range countries; this seems logical 

Book Review 
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because there has been a precipitous decline in available habitat across the elephant range, barring southern India.” (Page 

72 & 75, Vol. 2) 

Speed of an Elephant: “Walking gait is about 6.5km/h and a charge may reach a speed of over 48 km/h (Scott 1973). The 

tail is used to drive away biting insects and at times for scratching. When alarmed, elephants often run holding their tails 

up, which may serve as a signal to other herd members of imminent danger.” (Page 76, Vol. 2) 

Rhinoceros: 

Did you know that Javan and Sumatran rhinoceros at one time roamed in India? The Indian rhinoceros, “is the largest of 

the three extant species of rhinoceroses found in Asia, the other two being the Javan rhinoceros (Rhinoceros sondaicus) 

and the Sumatran rhinoceros (Dicerorhinus sumatrensis), both of which have been extirpated from northeast India. 

The family to which the greater one-horned rhinoceros belongs, the Rhinocerotidae, flourished in the Oligocene after first 

appearing in the late Eocene in Eurasia. (page 95, Vol. 2) 

Reduced size dimorphism: Male and female rhinos look similar with slight size difference. “Among free-ranging rhi-

nos, adult males are essentially a slightly larger version of females. The most conspicuous differences in morphometrics are 

directly related to the dental weapons and the enlarged neck and shoulder musculature of males, relied upon during the 

frequent inter-male fights that determine dominance and access to estrous females. Reduced size dimorphism in free-

ranging animals may be explained by greater stress on males, and poor nutrition during the long non-breeding interval 

Book Review 
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when young adults are harassed by dominant males and excluded from prime grazing areas.” 

There are many more interesting information about various species, than I can reproduce here. George Schaller writing in 

the foreword of these two volumes says that “the two volumes cover all 590 species in the region, many of them in detail 

and depth, based on consummate research conducted during the past half-century. This reflects a genuine increase in 

knowledge since the 1960s; when many species- from slender loris to elephant – were, for the first time, studied in the wild 

by trained biologists, with patience and respect, to create intimate and enduring portraits of other beings”. 

Frankly speaking there is so much of information in these two volumes that I think to digest those and then go out in the 

field and observe those behaviours will take several lifetimes. It may be pertinent to remind our readers that some of these 

authors have spent better part of their careers studying the species and these chapters succinctly describe those observa-

tions. It is actually a very humbling feeling to hold these two volumes in hand and feel how less I know. 

Published by Universities Press, the Mammals of South Asia, Vol. 1 and Vol. 2 are now available in amazon.in at a steeply 

discounted price of Rs.1061/- and Rs. 1096/- respectively. Now the kindle editions are also available, so reference in the 

field is also easier. I would unhesitatingly recommend these two volumes for all wildlife enthusiasts, researchers, natural-

ists, wildlife photographers and filmmakers, policy makers, students and teachers. 

Must buy! 

Book Review 
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Journey to remote village of Batasia in Eastern Himalaya 

By Samrat Sarkar 

 

It was an early dawn when I reached New Jalpaiguri station and the morning chill started piercing our bodies. The Siliguri 

town was gradually waking up from its slumber. As we were nearing Siliguri we were so tired that we did not know when 

we gave in to sleep. The first rays of sunshine woke us up. Opening the window glass pane led to the bone-chilling cool 

breeze gushing in and making us shiver. The thick lines of pine trees along the roadside was a joy to watch. The monotony 

of the pine trees were broken once in a while by the presence of rectangular wooden box like houses. Soon the car stopped 

and the driver informed us that we had reached Mirik and it was breakfast time. 

 

At Mirik, we completed our breakfast with hot and mouthwatering „chicken thukpa‟ (noodles with soup) and black tea and 

the car sped up again. After some time we were through India -Nepal bordering town of Pashupati and then arrived at Su-

khiapokhri.  

I was pretty excited leaving Sukhiapokhri after one more tea session. We were heading towards the small Nepalese town of 

Maneybhanjan. The sky was covered with thick layers of cloud all around. The tips of the tall pine and juniper trees have 

touched those layers of the clouds. This was our first time visiting a birding place which is more than 2000 meters above 

MSL.  

After leaving behind Maneybhanjan we met our new friend Mohan Thapa who was incharge of our lodging arrangements 

for the next two days. We requested him to arrange at least one night stay at the Batasia Forest Bungalow. Otherwise we 

Travel  



47 

     IndiaWilds - Newsletter Vol. 9 Issue IV                                                                            www.indiawilds.com    

were to stay at Mohan`s house. After we left Maneybhanjan and were heading towards the small hilly settlement named 

Batasia the surrounding areas were almost empty of people along the 14 km stretch of the road and all the surrounding 

hilly terrain were full of thick forests. 

The Batasia settlement is situated along the road from Maneybhanjan to Rimbik. A warm welcome awaited us a Mohan‟s 

place and veg momos were promptly served to us. His only son Nishan aged about 16 years runs a grocery cum stationary 

shop in their own house and is scheduled to appear in the higher secondary examination the next year. His school in Mane-

bhanjan is about 14 kilometres away and he is at home due to the winter vacation. Their shop stocks everything from rough 

exercise books to ear rings and from vegetables to chilled beer- in short anything that is needed by the locals and the few 

travellers visitors. On average the daily turnover is about fifty Rupees! But when its time of blooming of rhododendron 

(Guras in nepali language) flower during the months of March and April a lot of tourists come here to the Singalila Nation-

al Park as the joy of watching rhododendrons in full bloom is better experienced than described. It leads to a boom in the 

volume of the daily sales; ten bottles of beer is easily sold in a day during that time. But during this bone chilling cold win-

ter I am the only visitor in this place. No other outside people are here nearby. So Nishan is lazily watching WWE in the TV 

with the shutter of his shop left open and unguarded. Kalpana, the wife of Mohan, is always wearing a smile in her face 

while single handedly doing almost all the household chores. Mohan is a small local Contractor. He also cultivates some 

cabbages, radish, ghundruk (A type of hilly grass) etc. in a small plot of land in front his house. He has two cows as well. All 

these things provides for his small family and the education of his son. 

 

Some time after we finished our lunch Mohan and I went out to move around the village. This Batasia village is a Beat area 

under Tonglu Range of the Darjeeling Forest Division. Mohan mentioned that many years ago the earstwhile British ad-

ministration allowed 

some villagers to settle 

here so that they could 

work in the forest. Even 

now nobody has been 

allocated land in their 

names in the village. 

There are about forty to 

forty-five families set-

tled in the village. Most 

of the people are of the 

“Tamang” community. 

There are some others 

like Mohan who are 

“Thapa”s. Like all hilly 

areas, step-farming is 

Travel  
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practiced. I could see cabbages being cultivated.   

There were lot of bird calls being heard from nearby trees. So quickly we made a plant to go for a trekking through Guras 

towards Singalila. After an early supper and tucking into the warm conforts of the thick blanket, time flew past and I soon 

woke up to the first rays of morning Sun peeping through the pine forests and illuminating the sky in myriad hues.   

There is a small water reservoir made of concrete just in front of Mohan`s house. Water coming down from the uphills are 

channelized to the reservoir through a pipe to the reservoir continuously and the excess water overflows to go downwards. 

I was sitting there and sipping tea when I saw an extraordinary view of Red Crossbills.  

A flock of about twenty five to thirty Red Crossbills had come down to the reservoir to drink water and they were having a 

lot of fun being close to the water. I was wondering that to take some snaps of these Red Crossbills my friends visit the for-

ests of Buxaduar and have to wait hours and sometimes days whereas so many of these birds now have arrived here to 

drink water and are now as close as 5 meters to me! Mohan informed me that they have been frequenting the reservoir 

since the last one year. 

 
 

The Red Crossbills are always very important to the bird watchers due to their peculiar and unusual shape of their beaks. 

The yellow-red bird in the picture is a male. The two mandibles are close X shaped. The beaks of the Red Crossbills have 

underwent this type of evolution so that they can easily eat their main staple food which is the fruits of the pine trees. They 

come to the reservoir five to six times a day to drink water. I was in a hurry to go for a trekking that day. So I decided that I 

Travel  
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would take pictures of their drinking water from the reservoir the next day. 

Our trekking started from Batasia to Dhotre which is a small hilly settlement on the way towards Singalila and is about 

2700 meters above MSL. The road is fairly good. But the sky was looking somber. The thick forest in the slopes of the hills 

on either sides became almost invisible by the clouds and fogs. Still, in that dull background I could see a lot of birds. Rusty

-flanked Treecreepers have grown and are flourishing in large tree trunks. I saw some Laughingthrushes in the dense un-

dergrowth under the trees, but could not figure out which species of the Laughingthrush they were. Some white Guras 

(rhododendrons) were blooming in a tree in the slope of a hill. Some Yuhinas have thronged there with a lot of excite-

ments. There was a Rusty-fronted Barwing in the bush. The last one kilometer stretch of the road towards Dhotre is fully 

through the rhododendron forest. It was time for the trees to shed their leaves so the forest floor was covered with dry 

leaves. 

We had tea in a small hotel at Dhotre and took some dry foods from there for ourselves. We became introduced with a local 

person who has opened a bird guide club with some of his other friends and has named their club as Guide & Porters Asso-

ciation. 

We moved fast and were heading towards Tonglu from Dhotre which required a steep trek of about two kilometer. In those 

heights there were only forests of rhododendrons and Bamboo thickets. The cold was piercing and the sky was gloomy. 

However, I came across a good many numbers of Leothrixes, Fulvettas and Minlas. 

One will be surprised when one witnesses the struggle that the local people have to do for their livelihood. They have to get 

Travel  
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permission from the forest department to collect wood from the forests for their fuel for cooking. They collect slender and 

dry bamboo leaves to for feeding the cattle. 

A Brown Parrotbill was sitting in a thick bush along the road towards Tonglu. However, it was very shy. A group of those 

birds of about ten to fifteen in number were whispering to one another and were eating bamboo bracken. 

Travel  



51 

     IndiaWilds - Newsletter Vol. 9 Issue IV                                                                            www.indiawilds.com    

The sky was very dull; and the light was really very insufficient for photography. So we had to return to Batasia. Mohan 

discouraged me from moving towards Tumling. We turned around and moved towards a village named Meghma in the 

bordering areas of Nepal. The Fog had obscured our vision to a great extent. It was very difficult to click the shutter in that 

low-light conditions. That was when a Dark-throated Thrush made its appearance.  

...and a flock of Yellow-billed Blue-Magpie. 

Travel  
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We had our lunch at Meghma with Veg Thukpa, Yogurt and Tea. The road coming down from Meghma to Batasia is ideal 

for watching birds. It requires a trekking of about two hours. It will take much more time if you stop at places to watch 

birds and take their photos. 

 

At night we were informed that permission to stay at the forest bungalow at night were unavailable due to some unknown 

reasons. My moods were down as I received the information. I decided that I will explore the Batasia village minutely and 

would take some close shots of the Red Crossbills at noon when they come to drink water near the reservoir. 

 

The calls of Barking deer served as the morning wake up call. Mohan was making a haste to go down the road in the forest, 

as the deer had gone to that direction. After a quick breakfast, we moved towards east in the deep forest. A little distance 

ahead was the Batasia Beat office. The Beat Officer was about to go out for a patrolling. He informed us that there are three 

beat areas in the Tonglu range. They are Maneybhanjan Beat, Reling Beat and the Batasia Beat. The area of Batasia beat is 

581 Hectares and is 2269 metres above MSL on an average. It has an extraordinary bio-diversity. The main and important 

trees of this range are rhododendron, Dhupi, Chap, Tite Chap, Fusre Chap, Salla or Pine, Kotrus, Pipli, Mohua, Chilowni 

etc. A lot of trees with medicinal properties are available here. Among those are Chirata, Jinsang, Nagbeli, Mojito, Arati-

chur, Pakhanbet are the important ones. And among the mammals are Barking Deers, Rabbits and, though in small num-

bers, some leopards are seen in this region. The local people are very sociable. You cannot leave someone`s house here 

without having tea and biscuits from them. I requested them for a group photo for which they gladly gave their consent. 

At the extreme left it is Mohan and second one from right side the Beat officer 

Travel  

At the extreme left it is Mohan and second one from right side the Beat officer   
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There was an interesting micro-hydel power system at the forest bungalow which the Beat officer was eager to show us. A 

small turbine is run by the water that comes from the reservoir in front of Mohans house through a pipe. Two electric 

lamps are put on by the electricity generated by that turbine in the Bungalow at night. 

When I returned to Mohans house at noon the memory chip of my camera was full of pictures of Rufous Sibia, Whiskered 

Yuhina, Spotted Nutcracker, Himalayan Blutails etc. After lunch it was time to wait for those Red Crossbills to come to the 

reservoir and they did‟nt dis-

hearten me. I spent my 

whole afternoon with those 

Red Crossbills and consid-

ered myself very lucky to 

witness the wonderful co-

existence of the local people 

with those beautiful birds. 

 
 
Red Crossbills are drinking 
water on reservoir  

 

 

Travel  
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In the night, I was offered a special dinner; bread-chicken, a soup of Ghundruk [a type of hilly grass] and a type of boiled 

potato [„tarul‟ in nepali language] which is a traditional delicacy of the Thapa tribe.  

As I was about to leave for Siliguri. Mohan was repeatedly reminding me to visit this place again during March, when 

Guras (rhododendrons) bloom in a very large number. He held both of my hands and requested to find a suitable job in 

Kolkata for his son Nishan. But Nishan informed that he will not go anywhere else from his village and will spend his whole 

life in the village itself and will take up some small job here. His determination to stay in his village runs against the con-

ventional practice of people migrating to towns and cities for jobs, and suffering a pitiable existence in most of the cases. 

So Hats off to Nishan! 

 

Originally written in Bengali and photographed by Samrat Sarkar. 

Translated into English by Biswajit Debnath. 

                  Green-tailed Sunbird and Rhododendron  

Travel  
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Canon Announces CN-E 70-200mm T4.4 L IS KAS S lens 

Canon has announced the second addition to its compact servo zoom lens category in form of CN-E 70-200 L IS KAS S lens. 

It is meant for Super 35 sensor.  

Following are the salient features:  

Zoom ratio 2.8x 

Maximum relative aperture T4.4(F4) at 70-200mm 

No. of Iris blades: 9 

Minimum object distance: 4 feet (1.2m) 

Front dia: 84mm 

Filter: 77mm 

Approx dimensions: 93.4x107.2x182.3mm 

Approx weight: 1.25kgs 

Price: Not announced. 

We are including the press release for further details. 

Equipment Discussions - 
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PRESS RELEASE 

Canon Adds Versatility to Family of High-Quality, Affordable Compact-Servo Lenses with New 70-200mm 

Telephoto Zoom Lens 

New Lens Features 4K Optical Performance, Servo Drive Unit, Image Stabilization, Autofocus and 
Auto Iris Functions*, Ideal for ENG, Documentary, and Budding Filmmaker 

MELVILLE, N.Y., April 20, 2017 – Canon U.S.A., Inc., a leader in digital imaging solutions, is proud to announce today the 

new COMPACT-SERVO 70-200mm Telephoto Zoom Lens (model name CN-E 70-200mm T4.4 L IS KAS S), a compact and 

lightweight 4K lens constructed for users that demand versatility and portability. A bridge between traditional Canon EF 

lenses and CN-E cinema lenses, the COMPACT-SERVO 70-200mm can be ideal for filmmakers and documentary shooters 

who want the control and quality of cinema optics with the lightweight, compact design and features of Canon‟s EF lenses. 

The second in a new class of Canon lenses, the COMPACT-SERVO 70-200mm Telephoto Zoom Lens is a cinema-style lens 

that includes a servo drive unit as a standard feature. Additionally, the lens incorporates Image Stabilization, Autofocus, and 

Auto Iris functionality*, three extremely useful features not commonly found in cinema lenses, but are popular in EF lenses. 

The lens also provides high image quality that supports 4K image productions and was designed to be utilized in a variety of 

shooting styles including, hand-held, shoulder mounted, and tripod mounted. 

“Canon prides itself on turning the ideas and thoughts from filmmakers about equipment into reality,” said Yuichi Ishizuka, 
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president and COO, Canon U.S.A., Inc. “We are very excited to expand our line of COMPACT-SERVO lenses, providing a 

variety of creators with an extremely versatile and affordable lens that features the outstanding build-quality and excellent 

optical performance that professionals have come to expect from Canon. We are excited to continue to build the COMPACT-

SERVO line of lenses, and can‟t wait to see what the imaging community creates.” 

The new COMPACT-SERVO 70-200mm Telephoto Zoom Lens is a 4K lens and features autofocus and optical image stabili-

zation (with compatible camera models*), resulting in high-resolution imagery, with the ability to assist filmmakers in cap-

turing the shot they envisioned. Compatible with EF-mount Super 35mm large-format cameras, the lens maintains bright-

ness across the entire focal range at T4.4 (equal to f/4.0). The lens is also compatible with both the Canon EF 1.4x III 

(expanded focal range of 98-280mm) and EF 2x III (expanded focal range of 140mm-400mm) external extenders, expand-

ing the focal range of the lens for additional versatility when the shooting situation calls for it. 

For added convenience, cinematographers can control many of the features of the lens in a variety of ways through the EF-

mount communication, including Dual Pixel CMOS AF, push auto iris, record start and stop and remote lens control via the 

camera with an optional remote control, compensation for chromatic aberration** and peripheral illumination, metadata 

acquisition, and selection of T-number display**. 

The COMPACT-SERVO 70-200mm Telephoto Zoom Lens features a nine-blade iris aperture diaphragm to help give footage 

a truly artistic and beautiful look and feel, providing the much desired “bokeh” effect in the out-of-focus areas. 

The lens comes equipped with a Servo Drive Unit, which provides seamless switching between servo and manual modes, 

allowing videographers motorized control of focus, zoom, and iris settings. The Servo Drive Unit is compatible with broad-

cast style industry-standard lens controllers including Canon‟s ZSD-300D zoom demand and FPD-400D focus demand. 

Like the Canon COMPACT-SERVO 18-80mm Zoom Lens, the ZSG-C10 accessory grip will be compatible with the new 

COMPACT-SERVO 70-200mm Telephoto Zoom lens, further enhancing ease-of-use for ENG and “run-and-gun” style 

shooters. The grip connects to the lens through a 20-pin cable, allowing a variety of lens functions to be controlled from the 

grip, including zooming via a rocker switch, one-shot AF and the starting and stopping of a recording. When the lens and 

grip are being used with the EOS C100 Mark II, EOS C300 Mark II and EOS C700 Cinema Cameras, users will also have the 

ability to control the zoom and iris from the camera‟s grip unit. 

The Canon COMPACT-SERVO 70-200mm Zoom Lens is scheduled to be available later in 2017***.  

In addition, the ZSG-C10 accessory grip is currently available for an estimated retail price of $499.  

For more information please visit usa.canon.com/compactservo  
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Zeiss announces new CP.3 and CP.3 XD Cine lens family  

Zeiss has launched the update to its popular CP.2 lens line up by announcing the new CP.3 and CP.3 XD family of lenses. 

The CP.3 XD lineup of lenses has metadata. 

These CP.3 and CP.3 XD lens versions expectedly covers the 35mm full frame sensor and aims to create a premium quality 

and future-proof lens set which is affordable. The Zeiss CP.3 and VP.3 XD lenses come with interchangeable mounts and are 

available in EF, PL, E, F and MFT mounts. 

These are also more compact than the previous CP.2 version. These lenses have standardized positioning of the focus rings 

and all of them have a consistent 95 mm front diameter. 

Zeiss claims extraordinarily smooth focus rotation even in extreme temperature conditions due to a new, sophisticated con-

struction design 

The T stops in the lenses are T2.9 for 15 to 21 mm, and T2.1 for 25 to 135mm. This helps in sets as one can then light for a 

particular T stop. 

 

Equipment Discussions - 
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According to Zeiss “CP.3 XD version features innovative and ground-breaking lens data technology to speed-up and sim-

plify the workflow on set and in post-production. 

The ZEISS eXtended Data is a unique technology which is based on the Technology and provides information about the 

lens‟ distortion and shading characteristics in real time. With the ZEISS CP.3 XD lenses, even small productions on a lim-

ited budget gain access to the advanced techniques common in state-of-the-art, big budget films, commercials and televi-

sion shows.” 

The Zeiss CP.3 and CP.3 XD lenses have ten focal lengths from a wide 15 mm to intermediate focal length of 135 mm. “The 

ZEISS CP.3 lenses feature advanced lens coatings, painted lens rims and special light traps within the barrel to eliminate 

unwelcome veiling glare and flares. The result is higher contrast, richer blacks and more saturated colors, Clean and crisp 

ZEISS look which matches perfectly with other ZEISS cinema lenses. The set has colour matching and has special lens 

coatings that support high-dynamic range projects.” 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

New ZEISS eXtended Data technology 

According to ZEISS the eXtended Data unifies two data sets: key lens data based on the open /i Technology standard which 

is supported by a wide range of cameras and accessories, plus ZEISS specific lens data that contains precise lens character-

istics. 

This technology provides information about the distortion of the lens and the shading characteristics in real time which 

helps in speeding up the workflow on set and in post-production. 

The lens settings are digitally captured on every frame. This avoids the need to manually record the lens settings for every 



60 

     IndiaWilds - Newsletter Vol. 9 Issue IV                                                                            www.indiawilds.com    

shot. Since the lens characteristics are recorded for every frame it becomes easy during post-processing of complex moves. 

The CP.3 lenses are priced lower than the CP.3 XD lenses. Pricing Information of the CP.3 and CP.3 XD family of lenses 

and their availability is provided in the press release below. 

PRESS RELEASE 
 

New ZEISS CP.3 XD Cine Lens Family: "Hollywood Technology for Everyone"  

The ten compact prime lenses provide metadata and enable the correction of distortion and shading. For the first time, 

even low-budget productions can employ visual effects. 

OBERKOCHEN/Germany, 24/04/2017. 

No matter if it is Star Wars, Harry Potter or Avatar: these days, just about every film features special effects. For many 

small film productions, having visual effects in their movie would be a dream come true. Unfortunately, making the image 

fit the look of the footage has required expensive tools – until now. At the NAB Show in Las Vegas, ZEISS presented new 

metadata technology that makes this possible: the company has equipped its new ZEISS CP.3 XD compact lens family with 

ZEISS eXtended Data. 

ZEISS eXtended Data supports and enhances /i -Technology 

What exactly is this? "ZEISS eXtended Data is the first metadata technology which stores the lens distortion and shading – 

for every single frame," explains Christophe Casenave, Product Manager at ZEISS. "Moreover, all /i-Technology metadata 
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are recorded, including the focus distance, aperture value and depth of field, which is supported by most cameras." This 

makes the technology ideal for working with visual effects: by using the metadata, it just takes a few clicks to modify the 

image generated on the computer to fit the lens characteristics, and to then splice it together with the footage to create a 

realistic image. Distortion and shading can be corrected or even amplified in post-production. 

"It used to be that only big blockbusters could take this approach," says Casenave. "Cine lenses that provide metadata are 

relatively expensive and, up until now, distortion and shading had to be manually measured – a time-consuming and ex-

pensive process." However, since ZEISS has incorporated the technology into its compact CP.3 XD cine lens family, low-

budget productions can now take the same approach to creating their own special effects. "With ZEISS eXtended Data, we 

are offering Hollywood technology for everyone, providing small film teams with new creative opportunities." 

 

An end-to-end solution: cooperation with Ambient and Pomfort  

With the ZEISS CP.3 XD, ZEISS not only offers the lenses with metadata, but has also given thought to storage and pro-

cessing. It has teamed up with partners in the industry: the company Ambient has developed the MasterLockit Plus system 

together with ZEISS. It records all metadata along with a time code in case the technology is not supported by the camera. 

"This way truly everyone can work with ZEISS eXtended Data, no matter what equipment they use," says Casenave. 

Thanks to the cooperation with the software developer Pomfort, distortion and shading can be modified on the set in real-

time using the Pomfort tool LiveGrade Pro. The film crew already gets a sense of what the final look will be during the 

shoot. The film clips and lens data can be consolidated and organized with Silverstack, Pomfort's file manager. 

ZEISS plans to further expand the new metadata technology in the future. "Our customers will then be able to upgrade to 

the new version, making the CP.3 XD a long-term investment," says Casenave. 

 

Compact and light-weight 

In addition to the metadata, filmmakers have even more reasons to get excited about the new lens family: the ten prime 

lenses between 15 and 135 millimeters cover full-frame. As is typical for ZEISS, the image has a clean, crisp look, and 

ZEISS says the image quality is excellent. "These lenses deliver outstanding results, even in light situations with a large 

dynamic range, i.e. highlights and shadows within the same scene," says Casenave. The maximum speed of the seven focal 

lengths between 25 and 135 millimeters is T2.1, the 15, 18 and 21 millimeter lenses have a speed of T2.9. With a front diam-

eter of 95 millimeters, the lenses are light-weight and compact. They are particularly well-suited for hand-held filming or 

shooting with gimbals, Steadicam or drones. ZEISS has also improved focusing: the manual focus is now noticeably 

smoother. According to ZEISS, it is comparable with the ZEISS Master Primes and can also be operated with a small mo-

tor. The focus rotation angle is 300°. The lenses are equipped with an interchangeable mount so that they can be used on 

almost any camera. In addition to the ZEISS CP.3 XD, there is also a version available without metadata: the ZEISS CP.3. 
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Price and Availability 

Initially, a limited number of ZEISS CP.3 XD and CP.3 lenses will be available at dealers. 

ZEISS CP.3 XD 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
ZEISS CP.3  

 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

B&H link for Zeiss CP.3 and Cp.3 XD lenses : https://www.bhphotovideo.com/c/buy/

Zeiss_CP_3_and_Cp_3_XD/Ntt/Zeiss%2BCP.3%2Band%2BCp.3%2BXD/N/0/kw/search/
BI/19990/KBID/13252/DFF/d10-v1-t12  

Focal length Recommended retail 
price (EUR/USD) 

Available from 

15mm/T2.9 XD 6,400 Euro / 7,490 USD September 

18mm/T2.9 XD 5,800 Euro / 6,690 USD September 

21mm/T2.9 XD 5,000 Euro / 5,790 USD September 

25mm/T2,1 XD 5,000 Euro / 5,790 USD September 

28mm/T2.1 XD 5,000 Euro / 5,790 USD October 

35mm/T2.1 XD 5,000 Euro / 5,790 USD September 

50mm/T2.1 XD 5,000 Euro / 5,790 USD September 

85mm/T2.1 XD 5,000 Euro / 5,790 USD September 

100mm/T2.1 XD 5,800 Euro / 6,690 USD September 

135mm/T2.1 XD 6,400 Euro / 7,490 USD September 

Focal length Price (EUR/USD) Available from 

15mm/T2.9 4,900 Euro / 6,090 USD September 

18mm/T2.9 4,300 Euro / 5,290 USD July 

21mm/T2.9 3,500 Euro / 4,390 USD June 

25mm/T2.1 3,500 Euro / 4,390 USD June 

28mm/T2.1 3,500 Euro / 4,390 USD October 

35mm/T2.1 3,500 Euro / 4,390 USD June 

50mm/T2.1 3,500 Euro / 4,390 USD June 

85mm/T2.1 3.500 Euro / 4.390 USD June 

100mm/T2.1 4,300 Euro / 5,290 USD September 

135mm/T2.1 4,900 Euro / 6,090 USD September 

https://www.bhphotovideo.com/c/buy/Zeiss_CP_3_and_Cp_3_XD/Ntt/Zeiss%2BCP.3%2Band%2BCp.3%2BXD/N/0/kw/search/BI/19990/KBID/13252/DFF/d10-v1-t12
https://www.bhphotovideo.com/c/buy/Zeiss_CP_3_and_Cp_3_XD/Ntt/Zeiss%2BCP.3%2Band%2BCp.3%2BXD/N/0/kw/search/BI/19990/KBID/13252/DFF/d10-v1-t12
https://www.bhphotovideo.com/c/buy/Zeiss_CP_3_and_Cp_3_XD/Ntt/Zeiss%2BCP.3%2Band%2BCp.3%2BXD/N/0/kw/search/BI/19990/KBID/13252/DFF/d10-v1-t12
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Canon Announces EF-S 35mm f2.8 Macro IS STM lens with Macro lites  

Canon has announced a EF-S 35mm lens with f2.8 Macro IS STM lens. This EF-S lens will fit in to all the DSLRs with 1.6 

crop factor sensors like the 1100D/750D/80D/7D series. 

Since it is a 35mm lens, for macro photography, one needs to move in very close to the subject with this lens. The minimum 

focusing distance of this lens is 30cm. For shooting at such short distances, any living subject has to be incredibly coopera-

tive to allow such violation of personal space. So this lens appears to be primarily designed for food photography, plants etc 

that will not move away from you.  

High end users would primarily use a longer macro lens. However, Canon has brought in an interesting innovation. When 

shooting at such close distances many times the shadow of the camera/lens falls on the subject. Canon has fit in macro 

lights to front of this lens, so that at such close shooting distances one can have some light.  

The lens has got hybrid image stabilization with 4 stops claimed effectiveness. There is full time manual focus override. This 

lens is also an STM lens so it would do silent and smooth autofocusing in video mode.  

The EF-S 35mm f2.8 IS Macro STM lens will be priced at $349.99 US dollars. India pricing is yet to be announced.  

Equipment Discussions - 
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PRESS RELEASE 

Up Close and Personal: Canon Announces New EF-S 35MM F/2.8 Macro IS STM Lens to 

Help Explore the Beauty of Macro Photography  

New Compact and Lightweight EF-S Macro Lens Opens Up a World of Photographic Possibilities and Helps Capture Close 

Subjects with Incredible Detail 

MELVILLE, N.Y., April 6, 2017  – Compact and lightweight, the new Canon EF-S 35mm f/2.8 Macro IS STM, announced 

today by Canon U.S.A., Inc., a leader in digital imaging solutions, is the widest-angle Macro offering in Canon‟s popular EF-

S lens series. The new lens is designed to help both entry-level and advanced amateur DSLR photographers discover the 

incredible possibilities of macro photography. Capable of capturing close-up subjects with incredible detail, Canon‟s new EF

-S macro lens is also the first in the series to feature built-in Macro Lites that allow users to control lighting with ease. 

“Macro lenses are an amazing way to explore the worlds that exist all around us, and the new Canon EF-S 35mm f/2.8 Mac-

ro IS STM lens is the ideal starting point for amateur photographers eager to capture incredible, up-close details on the go,” 

said Yuichi Ishizuka, president and COO, Canon U.S.A., Inc. “Whether capturing a delectable dessert or the subtleties of a 

backyard flower, users will be challenged to find new colors and shapes that turn everyday moments into art.” 

The new Canon EF-S 35mm f/2.8 Macro IS STM captures stunning images and is a terrific companion lens for entry-level 

users eager to expand beyond their existing Canon EOS DSLR kit lens. Capable of shooting as close as 30mm from the end 

of the lens to the subject, aspiring photographers can get up close to a fruit or flower for an entirely new perspective, while 

capturing high-quality images with beautiful background blur. Additional technologies built into the new Canon EF-S 35mm 

f/2.8 Macro IS STM lens include: 

 Popular 35mm focal length (56mm equivalent) and wide f/2.8 aperture  

 Hybrid IS system offers up to four stops* of shake correction 

 Smooth Movie Servo AF with Lead Screw-type STM ensures quiet AF operation 

 Full-time Manual Focus 

 

In a first for the EF-S lens series, the new Canon EF-S 35mm lens sports built-in Macro Lites that allow photographers to 

carefully arrange macro lighting without using special equipment. With built-in LED lights on each side of the lens, users 

can create compelling shadows on either side of a subject or adjust intensity to give images a sense of dimension. Once the 

scene is set, the lens uses superb rendering performance to capture high contrast, sharp images. 

While specialized for high magnification photography, the Canon EF-S 35mm f/2.8 Macro IS STM is still a versatile option 

for day-to-day use, easily capable of capturing portraits, landscapes or snapshots. As the latest addition to the lineup of EF-S 

lenses, Canon continues its commitment to providing a wide-range of affordable lens options for photographers of all levels. 

The Canon EF-S 35mm f/2.8 Macro IS STM lens is scheduled to be available in June 2017 for an estimated retail price of 

$349.99**.  
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Canon Introduces C-Log in 5DMark IV camera 

Canon has for the first time introduced Clog in a DSLR camera other than the 1DC which was branded as a cinema camera. 

This will be a paid update. People have to take their 5D Mark IV camera to the Canon service centre to get the update done 

at a cost of $99 US dollars. India pricing is expected to be similar. This would be available in June 2017.  

This is a video specific update. The Canon Log helps in recording the video files with lower contrast and sharpness and a 

wide dynamic range. According to Canon the dynamic range in the C-Log increases upto 800% or 12 stops (at ISO 400 or 

higher).  

This helps preserve more details in highlights as well as shadows and provides a higher flexibility in post-processing. So one 

can easily match a particular look during post-processing if shot in C-log. Canon is also providing a View Assist setting 

which will show in the monitor how the graded image will look. This will not change in any way the captured image, either 

directly to the cards or when recorded externally to a recorder. I use this all the time shooting with my C300. So it would be 

a big help for people shooting with 5D Mark IV camera.  

Look Up Table 

The Canon Log feature includes two Look Up Tables (LUTs) that correct the recorded image‟s gamma and color space when 

viewed on an external monitor. With Canon Log 10 to Wide DR LUT, the video file is converted to Wide Dynamic Range 

gamma, with well-preserved highlights and shadow detail. With Canon Log 10 to ITU-R BT.709 LUT, the file is converted to 

Equipment Discussions - 
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ITU-R BT.709, providing conventional camcorder specs for viewing in a color space consistent with an HDTV. 

 
 

Spec Comparison of Clog on and off  

 
 

* The color space of the capture image is only ITU-R BT.601. 

A word of Caution from Canon: 

“When Canon Log is set, horizontal noise stripes may appear in movies depending on subject or shooting conditions. It is 

recommended to shoot a few test movies and check before the actual shooting. Note that noise may become more noticeable 

CANON LOG ON OFF 

AF Dual Pixel CMOS AF 
Dual Pixel CMOS AF 

AE 

Manual exposure only 

(1) Scene Intelligent Auto 
(2) Program AE (shiftable) 
(3) Shutter-priority AE (Safety shift possi-
ble) 
(4) Aperture-priority AE (Safety shift 
possible) 
(5) Manual exposure 
(6) Bulb 
(7) Custom shooting mode C1, C2, C3 

High Frame Rate Videos Yes Yes 

4K Frame Extraction Yes (In the camera)* Yes (In the camera) 

HDMI Output FHD, HD FHD, HD 

Picture Style / Auto Lighting Optimiz-

er / Highlight Tone Priority / HDR 

Movie / Time-lapse Movie 

No Yes 

Registering Custom Shooting Modes 
Yes Yes 
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especially when you apply strong contrast during color grading of the shot movie.  

Horizontal noise stripes tend to appear when the subject is dark and flat or [Peripheral illum.] is set to [Enable]. This noise 

may also appear when ISO speed is relatively low, such as at ISO 400.  

When the noise is noticeable, it is recommended to set [Peripheral illum.] to [Disable], shoot in brighter exposure, and per-

form brightness adjustment during color grading. Also, noise may be decreased when you shoot at ISO speed lower than ISO 

400 (even though the dynamic range will be narrowed).” 

With Canon Log it would be easier to match the 5D Mark IV camera with existing Canon cinema cameras. Sony had been 

providing Slog in its mirrorless cameras for free of cost. Panasonic has been including its version of Log as a paid update to 

its GH4 and GH5 cameras. So Canon‟s move to include C-Log is keeping with the industry trends. However, it is surprising 

that Canon has till now not announced introducing Clog in its top of the line DSLR ie in 1DX Mark II camera. Introducing 

Clog in 5D Mark IV and not in the 1DXII is a big let down for the people who had paid premium for the top end 1DXII. We 

hope that Canon listens to its loyal users and introduce Clog in the 1DXII camera as well.  
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Sound Devices launches compact audio recorders MixPre 3 and MixPre 6  
 

Sound Devices has announced new audio recorders with USB interface in the MixPre series. These are lightweight audio 

recorders which are targeted at the new generation of video makers who need high quality but lower priced and higher spec 

products.  

The MixPre-3 features 3 full-sized balanced XLR mic/line audio inputs, while the MixPre-6 features 4 balanced XLR/TRS 

combo jacks to connect microphones or line-level devices. Both have a 3.5 mm auxiliary input that can be used for plug-in 

power mics, 2-channel line-in audio, camera return, or timecode.  

One can record the audio to an SD card and at the same time do audio-streaming via the USB port. 

The MixPre-6 and MixPre-3 are Full-featured mixers as they are equipped with ergonomic gain control knobs for fast and 

accurate mixing. Other key features 

include pan and soloing plus easy-to-

see ring LED metering per channel. 

There is a 3.5mm jack for headphone 

monitoring with user-programmable 

presets which are useful as there is a 

custom-designed and powerful wide-

bandwidth headphone amplifier. 

The MixPre Series feature Sound 

Devices‟ innovative 

new Kashmir™ microphone pre-

amps. According to Sound Devices 

the Kashmir™ microphone pream 
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plifiers are high-performance, ultra-low-noise, discrete, Class-A mic preamps and are hand-crafted by Sound Devices. The 

mic preamps feature a -130dBV noise floor, analog limiters, and new 32-bit A-to-D converters to ensure high quality, stress-

free, professional-grade audio recordings. So these are not low quality products.  

Intuitive operation: The menu is user friendly and one can use either the basic or advance modes. The Basic mode 

allows users to record noise and distortion-free audio right out of the box – intended for stereo recording applications. The 

Advanced mode offers more experienced audio users access to multi-channel recording and advanced settings such as ISO 

metering, routing, timecode, mic pre gain, stereo and Mid/Side channel linking, headphone presets and more. 

Responsive, capacitive touch screen: Sound Devices has included a capacitive touch screen for easy and 

intuitive operation. This colour LCD screen is bright and has IPS technology, and can be read in sunlight while operating 

outdoors. 

HDMI Triggering:  These MixPre-6 and MixPre-3 offer HDMI record triggering, so they are pretty useful for DSLRs. 

The retractable 1/4-inch-20-thread mounting screw makes it easy to fit at the bottom of a DSLR.  

Ultracompact and durable: The MixPre-6/3 are made of die-cast aluminium chassis and are robust despite be-

ing lightweight. According to Sound Devices, they wanted to keep the form factor small and hence didn‟t include XLRs in 

the audio out. So atleast in that area the previous generation SD 702 recorders will continue to have an edge. 

One circuitous way of dealing with the no –XLR audio outs is that one can use a Wireless transmitter to the 3.5mm stereo 

output and then wireless receiver on the C300 camera. It would be another thing in the chain but surely it can be done. One  



70 

     IndiaWilds - Newsletter Vol. 9 Issue IV                                                                            www.indiawilds.com    

Equipment Discussions -  

can also plug the unbalanced 3.5mm stereo output to the DSLR. However, for that the MixPre 6 /3 has to be close to the  

DSLR camera. 

Timecode:  Since the MixPre-6 and MixPre-3 offer timecode, one can get the standard LTC timecode over the 3.5mm 

auxiliary input and the TC stamp would be on the wav file.  

One can also use a Tentacle sync or ambient TC boxes with the MixPre-6 or MixPre-3 and jam it with the C300 or other 

such cameras and get the timecode.   

Built-in Bluetooth Smart® technology: If you are using an iphone or iOS device then you can use Blue-

tooth to easily access and control the MixPre-3 or MixPre-6 wirelessly by using the Sound Devices free Wingman app. 

Power: The MixPre-6 and MixPre-3 can be powered from AA batteries, Li-Ion batteries, laptop‟s USB-C or USB-A con-

nectors, or AC wall outlet. So if you want then you can also do a podcast by just plugging the MixPre6/3 to the laptop by 

USB so that no external power is required and then start streaming using your Wi-Fi or use a mobile phone to create a Wi-Fi 

hotspot and stream from any place, even your car. A lot of content creators, artists, youtubers, reporters etc would find this 

handy.  The MixPre Series is available to order from any Sound Devices authorized reseller, and is anticipated to ship by 

May 5, 2017. 

Cost: The MixPre-6 is priced a $899 US dollars and the MixPre-3 is priced at $649 US dollars .  
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The difference between the MixPre-3 and MixPre 6 :- 

Features MixPre-6 MixPre-3 

Description 6 input, 8-track audio recorder, 
mixer and USB audio interface 

3 input, 5-track audio recorder, mixer and 
USB audio interface 

\Recording Media SD, SDHC, SDXC SD, SDHC, SDXC 

Tracks 8 (6 channel + mix) 5 (3 channel + mix) 

Max Sampling Rate 192kHz 96kHz 

Max Bit Depth 24 24 

Audio File Format Wav Poly Wav Poly 

Metadata Editing ✓ ✓ 

Playback Audio Scrub 1/8x to 16x (FFWD and REW) 1/8x to 16x (FFWD and REW) 

USB Ports 2 (1 USB-A, 1 USB-C) 2 (1 USB-A, 1 USB-C) 

USB Audio Streaming 8 in / 4 out to Mac &/or Windows 
with ASIO driver 2 in / 2 out to 
Windows w/o ASIO driver 

5 in / 2 out to Mac &/or Windows with 
ASIO driver 2 in / 2 out to Windows w/o 
ASIO driver 

Simultaneous Recording, Mixing, 
USB audio streaming 

✓ ✓ 

Balanced Mic/Line Inputs 4 XLR/TRS combo 3 XLR 

Aux/Mic In (3.5 mm) 
4 uses: Camera Return, Plug-in-
Power Mic, 2 ch Line In & Time-
code 

✓ ✓ 

48V Phantom ✓ ✓ 

Low Cut filters 40 - 240 Hz, 18dB/Oct 40 - 240 Hz, 18dB/Oct 

Input Limiters Analog Analog 

Output Limiters Digital Digital 

Input Pair Linking (Stereo and 
M/S) 

Pairs 1-2, 3-4, 5-6 Pair 1-2 

Input Delay ✓ -- 

Input Polarity Reverse ✓ -- 

Input Gain, Pan, and Fader Con-
trols 

✓ ✓ 

Input SOLOs (Individual or Mul-
tiple) 

✓ ✓ 

Unbalanced Stereo Output (3.5 
mm) w/routing matrix 

✓ ✓ 
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Features  MixPre-6 MixPre-3 

Headphone Output (3.5 mm; 
wide bandwidth, high gain) 

✓ ✓ 

User-Programmable Headphone 
Presets 

✓ ✓ 

LCD Metering 3 meter views 3 meter views 

Multi-Color Ring LED Metering 
Surrounding Fader Knobs 

✓ ✓ 

Tone Generator ✓ ✓ 

Touchscreen, Sunlight-Readable ✓ ✓ 

Ergonomic Channel Knobs ✓ ✓ 

Backlit Tranport Buttons ✓ ✓ 

Operation Modes: Basic, Ad-
vanced, Custom 

✓ ✓ 

Load/Save User Setup 4 internal, unlimited to SD card 4 internal, unlimited to SD card 

Multi-function Star Button ✓ -- 

Reader Time of Day, HDMI or LTC via 
Aux In 

Time of Day, HDMI or LTC via Aux In 

Power Source 4x AA or 8x AA, L-mount, USB-C 4x AA or 8x AA, L-mount, USB-C 

iPhone/iPad USB-A Charging 
Port 

✓ (when powered by L-mount 
batteries) 

✓ (when powered by L-mount batteries) 

Wingman iOS app ✓ (via integrated Bluetooth 
Smart) 

✓ (via integrated Bluetooth Smart) 

Record Start/Stop Trigger ✓ (HDMI Flag or Timecode) ✓ (HDMI Flag or Timecode) 

Die Cast Aluminium Chassis ✓ ✓ 

1/4" 20 mounting ✓ ✓ 

Size 6.53” x 4.65” x 1.40” (166mm x 
118mm x 36mm) 

5.68” x 4.35” x 1.40” (144mm x 110mm x 
36mm) 

Weight 19.9 oz (.56 kg) 16.8 oz (.48 kg) 

MX-4AA Battery Sled ✓ ✓ 

Y-Cable (1 USB-C to 2 USB-A) ✓ ✓ 

MX-8AA Battery Sled ✓ ✓ 

MX-Lmount Battery Sled (Li-Ion) ✓ ✓ 

MX-Charge (Wall PSU w/USB-C) ✓ ✓ 
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Nikon Announces D7500 DSLR camera with 4K video 

Nikon has announced theD7500 DSLR in DX format.  

Following are the salient features of the D7500: 

Sensor:  DX Format (1.5x crop) 23.5mm x15.6mm 

Resolution:  20.9 Mega pixel CMOS (5568x3712 pixels) 

Processor: EXPEED 5 

ISO:  ISO 100- 51200 as standard and can be expanded upto 1.64 million. However, one shouldn’t expect to be shooting at 

such high ISOs as more often than not these high ISOs are included as a marketing stunt. Except for some security/

surveillance work, such high ISOs in this camera would be virtually unusable.  

No OLPF:  The Nikon D7500 doesn‟t have an optical low pass filter so that the sharpness would be higher. Nikon seems 

to be confident of controlling the moire. 

Burst speed: The D7500 can shoot still images at 8 fps in RAW mode for 50 shots or 100 shots in jpeg mode.  

Equipment Discussions - 
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AF: 51 point AF. A Group-Area AF is also added for shooting fast action.  

LCD: 3.2”tilting LCD has 922K dots and has touchscreen. 

Metering: Nikons 180K RGB metering along with Advanced Scene Recognition System is used in the D7500 

Auto AF Fine tune: Using live view one can automatically calibrate the autofocus using specific lenses.   

Video in D7500: The Nikon D7500 shoots UHD (3840x2160) at upto 30p in H.264, MOV and MP4 formats. It can 

also shoot in Full HD at upto 60p(NTSC) and 50P (PAL). 

The UHD video is shot at 1.5x crop ie the effective focal length increases by 1.5x. The Full HD and HD is shot at 1.3x crop 

factor.  

Since it is a DSLR, the video length is restricted to 29 mins 59 seconds. 

With Nikon pushing UHD 4K video at this price level, Canon is the only one to have not introduced 4K video in the lower 

and medium end DSLRs. That has to change in the near future. 

There is a 1/8” head phone jack, 1/8” microphone input and HDMI (mini), USB 2.0 and Micro USB slots. 

One can simultaneously record UHD video internally to the SD card and also send uncompressed UHD video through the 

HDMI out for recording on an external recorder.  

There is an in-built 3 axis digital image stabilization in Full HD mode.  

The Nikon D7500 body weighs 640gms. 

Availability: The D7500 is expected to be available in June 2017.  

Price: $1249.95 US dollars.  

B&H Link: Listed as $1246.95 https://www.bhphotovideo.com/c/buy/Nikon_D7500_DSLR_body/Ntt/Nikon%

2BD7500%2BDSLR%2Bbody/N/0/kw/search/BI/19990/KBID/13252/DFF/d10-v1-t12  

https://www.bhphotovideo.com/c/buy/Nikon_D7500_DSLR_body/Ntt/Nikon%2BD7500%2BDSLR%2Bbody/N/0/kw/search/BI/19990/KBID/13252/DFF/d10-v1-t12
https://www.bhphotovideo.com/c/buy/Nikon_D7500_DSLR_body/Ntt/Nikon%2BD7500%2BDSLR%2Bbody/N/0/kw/search/BI/19990/KBID/13252/DFF/d10-v1-t12
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Sony announces Alpha A9 Full Frame mirrorless camera with stacked sensor  

Sony has announced the A9 full frame mirrorless camera with 24.2 megapixels. It is the world‟s first Full-frame stacked 

CMOS sensor camera. According to Sony the A9 is the most technologically advanced, innovative digital camera that Sony 

has ever created. 

Still Burst rate: It can shoot still images at a huge 20frames per second for 241 RAW images or 362 jpeg images.  

Silent and vibration free shooting at upto 1/32000 seconds. 1/32000 shutter speed is available only in the S and M modes. 

The highest shutter speed in all other modes is 1/16000. 

 

There are 693 focal plane phase detection AF points and 60 AF/AE tracking calculations done per second. This covers ap-

proximately 93% of the frame and such fast calculations of the focusing system ensures that even the fastest moving subjects 

are reliably captured and tracked across the frame. 

 

The camera also gives 5 axis in-body image stabilization with 5 stops shutter speed advantage. 

 

All this is made possible due to the 35mm full-frame stacked Exmor RS™ CMOS sensor - the world‟s first of its kind – which 

enables data speed processing at up to 20x faster than previous Sony full-frame mirrorless cameras. This unique sensor is 

paired with a brand new, upgraded BIONZ X processing engine and front-end LSI that maximises overall performance. 

Further, when the shutter is released while shooting stills, the electronic viewfinder functions with absolutely no blackout, 

giving the user a seamless live view of their subject at all times. This feature truly combines all of the benefits of an electron-
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ic viewfinder with the immediacy and “in the moment” advantages that not even the finest optical viewfinders can match, 

and is available in all still image modes including high speed 20 fps continuous shooting. 

 

The Fast Hybrid AF system – pairing the speed and excellent tracking performance of phase detection AF with 

the precision of contrast AF – achieves approximately 25% faster performance when compared with α7R II, ensuring all fast

-moving subjects are captured. 

Viewfinder: The α9 features an all-new, high-resolution, high-luminance Quad-VGA OLED Tru-Finder with approxi-

mately 3,686k dots for extremely accurate, true-to-life detail reproduction. The new Tru-Finder, which is the highest resolu-

tion viewfinder Sony has ever incorporated in an α camera, features an optical design that includes a double-sided aspheri-

cal element, helping it to achieve 0.78x magnification and a level of corner to corner sharpness that is simply outstanding. 

The EVF also utilises a ZEISS® T* Coating to greatly reduce reflections, and has a fluorine coating on the outer lens that 

repels dirt. 

This all adds up to a luminance that is 2x higher than the XGA OLED Tru-Finder from the α7R II, creating a viewfinder im-

age with a brightness level that is nearly identical to the actual scene being framed, ensuring the most natural shooting expe-

rience. The frame rate of the Tru-Finder is even customisable, with options to set it for 60 fps or 120 fps to best match the 

action. 

High Sensitivity and Wide Dynamic Range 

The 24.2 MP full-frame stacked CMOS sensor is back-illuminated, allowing it to capture maximum light and produce out-

standing, true-to-life image quality. The sensor also enables the diverse ISO range of 100 – 51200, expandable to 50 – 

204800, ensuring optimum image quality with minimum noise at all settings. 

ISO Still images, mechanical shutter: ISO 100 - 51200 expandable to ISO 50 - 204800. 

ISO Still images, electronic shutter: ISO 100 - 25600 expandable to ISO 50 - 25600. 

ISO for Movie recording: ISO 100 - 51200 expandable to ISO 100 - 102400. 

The enhanced BIONZ X processor plays a large part in image quality as well, as it helps to minimise noise in the higher sen-

sitivity range while also reducing the need to limit ISO sensitivity in situations where the highest quality image is required. 

The new α9 also supports uncompressed 14-bit RAW, ensuring users can get the most out of the wide dynamic range of the 

sensor. 

4K Video Capture 

The new α9 is a very capable video camera as it offers UHD 4K (3840x2160p) video recording across the full width of the 

full-frame image sensor. When shooting in this format, the camera uses full pixel readout without pixel binning to collect 6K 
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of information, oversampling it to produce high quality 4K footage with exceptional detail and depth. Recording is also 

available in the popular Super 35mm size. 

Additionally, the camera can record Full HD at 120 fps at up to 100 Mbps, which allows footage to be reviewed and eventu-

ally edited into 4x or 5x slow motion video files in Full HD resolution with AF tracking. 

The files are recorded in XAVC S codec in 8 bits at 100Mbps. Unfortunately only 8 bits and only 100Mbps is not great for 

pro video.  

The camera has Ethernet port for faster file transfers. It also has dual SD card slots so files can be simultaneously be record-

ed to both the cards. If you are a still photographer and want to shoot both RAW and jpeg, then you can record both to dif-

ferent cards.  

 

The Sony A9 will start shipping in June 2017 at a price of $4499 US Dollars .  

It can be pre-ordered at this link:  https://www.bhphotovideo.com/c/product/1333228 -REG/

sony_ilce_9_b_alpha_a9_mirrorless_digital.html/BI/19990/KBID/13252   

https://www.bhphotovideo.com/c/product/1333228-REG/sony_ilce_9_b_alpha_a9_mirrorless_digital.html/BI/19990/KBID/13252
https://www.bhphotovideo.com/c/product/1333228-REG/sony_ilce_9_b_alpha_a9_mirrorless_digital.html/BI/19990/KBID/13252
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Canon launches PowerShot SX730 HS with 24-960mm zoom 

Canon has launched a new compact camera in the PowerShot series SX730HS with an incredible 24-960mm zoom lens. 

Following are the salient features of the camera.  

 

Salient Features: 
 

Resolution: 20.3 Megapixel still photos 

Sensor: CMOS 

Zoom lens: 40x optical zoom corresponding to 35mm equivalent focal length of 24-960mm 

Processor: Digic 6 

LCD: 3” inch tilting LCD 

Video: the SX730HS shoots video upto 1080p at 60 frames per second 

Connectivity: Like all other recent Canon cameras, the SX730 HS has WiFi, Bluetooth and NFC capabilities.  

At times it becomes difficult to carry our bigger DSLR cameras and the smartphones are not sufficient for the occasion. So 

these sleek PowerShot series with impressive zoom range will be able to help in documenting or capturing the memories.  

This camera will be available in June at a price of $399 US Dollars. India price is yet to be announced.  
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PRESS RELEASE 

Capture High-Quality Memories With the New Canon PowerShot SX730 HS Digital Camera 

Latest PowerShot Digital Camera Provides Impressive Image Quality, Zoom Range and Tilting LCD Screen in a Compact 

Size 

MELVILLE, N.Y., April 6, 2017  – Ideal for families on vacation or parents at their kids‟ sporting event looking for a conven-

ient, easy-to- carry compact digital camera capable of producing high quality photos and videos at long distances, Canon 

U.S.A., Inc., a leader in digital imaging solutions, introduced today the new PowerShot SX730 HS digital camera. This new 

digital camera boasts a 20.3 Megapixel* CMOS imaging sensor and a powerful 40x Optical Zoom lens (equivalent to 24-

960mm) in a form factor that easily fits in a pocket, making it an outstanding camera for budding photographers to capture 

gorgeous imagery no matter where they are. 

With new features such as a convenient Self-Portrait and Smooth Skin mode, 3.0-inch LCD screen that rotates up 180 de-

grees and built-in connectivity capabilities like Wi-Fi®1, NFC2 and Bluetooth®3 technology, it‟s now easier and more con-

venient than ever to use Canon digital cameras to share images and videos on the go, making the PowerShot SX730 HS digi-

tal camera a great transitional camera for those looking to use something other or move from a smartphone. 

“We live in a very connected world and want to give people the power to zoom in from far away to capture amazing 

scenes from a distance, while also being able to share those images in real time,” said Yuichi Ishizuka, president and COO, 

Canon U.S.A., Inc. “The new Canon PowerShot SX730 HS digital camera will help photographers effortlessly capture memo-
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ries, even from great distances and conveniently share their fun with friends and family.” 

As the successor to Canon‟s PowerShot SX720 HS digital compact camera, the PowerShot SX730 HS digital camera also 

features: 

 Powerful 40x Optical Zoom with Zoom Framing Assist  

 Sleek, Lightweight and Pocket-size Design 

 Built-in Wi-Fi®1, NFC2 and Bluetooth®3 technology 

 20.3 Megapixel* CMOS sensor 

 DIGIC 6 Image Processor 

 3.0-inch Tilt-type (180° up) LCD 

 1080p Full HD Video at 60p 

 Self Portrait Mode 

 Story Highlights 

 Geotag4 & Date Stamp Options 

 

Canon‟s PowerShot SX730 HS digital camera is scheduled to be available in June 2017 for an estimated retail price of 

$399.99**.  
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Nitrotech N8: Manfrotto Launches Nitrogen filled fluid head  

Manfrotto has brought in an innovation to the fluid heads by creating a fluid head filled with nitrogen. The new Nitrotech 

fluid head has a new Nitrogen filled piston which acts as a continuously variable counterbalance so that different weights of 

cameras packages can be balanced accurately. At present the fluid heads have different counter balance settings which needs 

to be dialed in based on the closest approximation of the weight on the fluid head. Manfrotto’s Nitrotech N8 promises to be 

remove these approximations and create a well balanced fluid head.  

The Nitrotech N8 is for flat based tripods. So it can be used in any flat photography tripod or with an adapter it can be at-

tached to a half bowl adapter and then mounted on in 75mm bowl tripods.  

The Nitrotech N8 also has what appears to be vastly improved side lock mechanism which can help in locking/unlocking the 

504P sliding base plate as well as loosening it for finer balance.  

The tilt range is from -70 degrees to +90 degrees. The Nitrotech N8 also has a weight handling capacity of 7.9 kgs. So this 

will come in handy for a lot of situations where you don’t want to drag the heavier fluid heads and tripods.  

The fluid head is priced at $449.99 US dollars.  

B&H Link:  https://www.bhphotovideo.com/c/buy/Nitrotech_N8/Ntt/Nitrotech%2BN8/N/0/kw/search/

BI/19990/KBID/13252/DFF/d10-v1-t12   
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Samsung Gear 360 4K 360 degree Video camera 

Samsung has announced a 4K 360 degree camera called Gear 360. It has an 8.4 Megapixel sensor.  

This camera is an updated design from the previous version. It can click 15 mega pixel still photos. It also has the ability to 

live stream the video. For live streaming one needs to pair it with a compatible smartphone. One can then live stream the 

video to youtube, facebook etc at 2K resolution.  

Samsung Gear 360 is compatible with a selection of third-party accessories through the universal mount on the base of the 

device. The latest edition of Gear 360 is compatible with Samsung flagship devices including the newly released Galaxy S8 

and Galaxy S8+, Galaxy S7, Galaxy S7 edge, Galaxy Note5, Galaxy S6 edge+, Galaxy S6, and Galaxy S6 edge. Gear 360 offers 

greater compatibility with iOS devices and Windows®/Mac® computers. 

“As consumers turn more to video to share their experiences, we want to deliver accessible and innovative products to make 

digital content easier to create, share and stream. The Gear 360 is no exception.” said DJ Koh, president of Mobile Commu-
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nications Business, Samsung Electronics. “The updated Gear 360 continues to expand the horizons of what consumers can 

experience and share.” 

The pricing of the Samsung Gear 360 is not yet announced.   

Samsung Gear 360 (2017) Product Specifications 

 

 

  Gear 360 (2017) 

Camera Two CMOS 8.4-megapixel fish-eye cameras 

Image Processor DRIMe5s 

Video MP4 (H.265) 

Image JPEG 

Audio Codec: ACC 

Memory microSD card (Up to 256GB) – sold separately 

Features Shooting mode 
 
Video, Photo, Time Lapse Video, Looping Video, Landscape HDR 
 
IP53 Certified Dust and Water Resistant 
 
Camera mode  
 

Connectivity Wi-Fi 802.11 a/b/g/n/ac  

(2.4/5GHz) 

 

Wi-Fi Direct  

 

Bluetooth v4.1 

 

Dimension 100.6x46.3x45.1 mm 

Weight 130g 

Battery 1,160mAh Li-ion 

Compatibility Galaxy S8, Galaxy S8+, S7, S7 edge, Note5, S6 edge+, S6, S6 edge, *Android 5.0 or 

later, iPhone 7, 7 Plus, 6S, 6s Plus, SE, *iOS 10.0 or later, Windows, macOS 
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GoPro Fusion: 5.2K 30p virtual reality video Camera  

  

In an interesting announcement GoPro has revealed that they have a unique VR camera called Fusion. It can create 5.2K 

video as well as normal photos. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PygsKZXpYrI  

You can also create normal Full HD video from the 5.2K capture. Go Pro believes that you can always discover certain com-

positions from the already captured footage. When one is engaged in sports, adventure etc, it would not always be possible 

to visualize all the compositions. So this camera will help in culling those compositions from the already shot 5.2K capture. 

The pricing of the GoPro Fusion VR Camera will be revealed soon. Go Pro has been facing financial challenges as sales of its 

GoPro Hero series of cameras have plummeted. Its move towards aerial quad-copter (Karma) had initial production prob-

lems and were recalled and now they have again reintroduced the GoPro Karma drone. GoPro has put its bet on virtual real-

ity and is creating cameras for 360° offerings. GoPro Fusion will indicate how well they do in future. 
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PRESS RELEASE  

APR 20, 2017       
  

GoPro Launches Pilot Program For Its New 5.2K Spherical Camera, Fusion 

Applications now available for content professionals to be among the first to use  

GoPro’s new camera for Virtual Reality and OverCapture 

SAN MATEO, Calif., (April 20, 2017) – GoPro, Inc. (NASDAQ: GPRO) today announced a pilot program for GoPro 

Fusion, its 5.2K spherical camera designed to be the ultimate capture device for both fully immersive virtual reality content 

as well as conventional non-VR video and photo formats. Starting today, professional content creators can apply to partici-

pate in the pilot program which is expected to roll-out during the summer of 2017.  

“Fusion is just that, the ability to capture every angle simultaneously…as though you had six GoPro cameras fused into 

one,” said GoPro founder and CEO, Nicholas Woodman. “Whether filming for VR or traditional fixed-perspective content, 

Fusion represents the state-of-the-art in versatile spherical capture.” 

Fusion is the ultimate spherical capture solution for innovative, envelope-pushing content creators. In addition to high 

performance spherical capture for fully immersive VR experiences, Fusion‟s 5.2K resolution enables a 

new OverCapture creative solution that gives content creators the flexibility to produce conventional non-VR video and 

photos in HD-quality "punched out" from the spherically captured angles. Not just a VR capture solution, Fusion ensures 

that traditional content creators will get the shot, while also capturing the unexpected.  

To get a glimpse of the possibilities of Fusion, visit the Inside Line to watch “Relive Reality,” an exclusive 360° vid-

eo featuring JT Holmes, Jeb Corliss, and an African safari. 

Fusion is compatible with a broad range of GoPro‟s mounts and handheld accessories. 

This summer, GoPro will be working closely with a selection of pilot partners – including brands, agencies and content 

professionals – to further refine the user experience and produce inspiring content that demonstrates the creative potential 

of Fusion. 

GoPro plans a limited commercial release of Fusion by the end of 2017. Details on pricing and other specifics will be pro-

vided at launch. 

Those interested in participating in the pilot program can apply now at : www.GoPro.com/Fusion 

http://www.gopro.com/Fusion
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Rotolight launches AEOS Ulta-portable LED light for portraits  

  

Rotolight as announced AEOS, an ultra-portable, bi-colour LED light which is aimed at portrait photographers as well as 

run-n-gun videographers which is flicker free at any frame rate. The Rotolight AEOS has an ultra-thin design philosophy 

and is less than 1 cm thick. It weighs slightly less than 1.5kgs. This low weight and ultra-low thickness makes it highly porta-

ble and can be used for unique applications. 

Rotolight claims that AEOS LED light is powerful and outputs 5750 lux at a distance of 3 feet. According to Rotolight, the 

AEOS makes use of AccuColour™ LED phosphor technology so it has a claimed colour accuracy of CRI:96+ and TLCI 

(Television Lighting Consistency Index)  of 91 which will be really good for skin tones as well as for colour rendition. This 

light is stated to work for 3 hours on a single charge of a 95W/h battery. So it should really work well for an interview video 

shoot or for a portrait photo session. 

The Rotolight AEOS is bi-colour and the colour temperature can be set anywhere between 3150K and 6300K. So it can easi-

ly be used with other lights. 

The Rotolight AEOS has integrated aluminium handles, giving you the freedom to „work the light‟ to achieved your desired 

lighting setup.  A high quality professional ball head is also included as standard, providing full 360° rotation and 200° of 

Equipment Discussions - 
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tilt when mounted on a light stand. 

High Speed Sync Flash(HSS) provides a powerful HSS flash mode with zero recycle time at 200% of the maximum contin-

uous light output for traditional photographic workflows, enabling you to „freeze action‟. This feature eliminates the need 

for users shooting both stills and video to buy a strobe, as it provides an all-in-one solution. 

CineSFX™ provides a suite of customizable cinematic lighting effects, such as lightning, fire and TV flicker to enhance your 

video production. 

True Aperture Dimming™ calculates and displays F-stop for a subject at a given distance, eliminating the need for trial and 

error shooting, or a light meter. 

Designer Fade™ provides custom fade up/down production effects for interviews. 

Technical Info: 

Accu- Colour™ Technology: Best in Class CRI = 96  & R15 Skintone = 98 

TLCI (Television Lighting Consistency Index) = 91 Ideally suited for professional Television use 

Colour Range:  3150 Kelvin – 6300 Kelvin, integrated accurate Kelvin display. 
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Control:  Local, DMX, or PC sync (Flash). Compatible with any HSS flash trigger received with PC sync socket. 

Power :  V-Lock Battery or Mains Power, (42W consumption at 100% power). Delivering over 3 hours run time on a 

standard 95 w/h battery. 

Mounting: Integrated Aluminium Handles, Integral ¼” 20 mounting tripod mounting points, or included 360 Pro Ball 

Head (Selectable 3/8 or ¼”20 thread) 

LED’s: 100,000 hour LED lifespan – Totally Flicker Free Technology 

Included filters : 216 full Diffuser, 250 Medium Diffuser, 184 Cosmetic Peach, 279 1/8 Magenta 

Availability: The Rotolight AEOS will ship in first week of June 2017 

Price: $999 US Dollars (excluding VAT) 
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SlingStudio multi-camera live broadcasting on budget  
  

With the increasing demand for live-video broadcast there was an expectation that some company will come up with an af-

fordable solution. The new SlingStudio system promises to fill that requirement. 

SlingStudio allows users to record, switch, edit and broadcast live HD video to streaming services like YouTube and Face-

book Live and simultaneously record to a USB hard drive, USB SSD or SD card for post-production. 

The SlingStudio system requires the SlingStudio hub and free Console app for iPad. Optional accessories include a Battery, 

USB-C Expander and CameraLink. The CameraLink wireless adapter plugs into any HDMI-enabled DSLR or video camera 

to wirelessly transmit 1080p60 video to SlingStudio. 

The SlingStudio system creates its own private Wi-Fi network where internet connectivity is not required. Cameras ranging 

from DSLRs, video cameras with HDMI output, smartphones and even personal computers can be used to capture video. 

Equipment Discussions - 
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Upto 10 different such video sources can be used to link up to the SlingStudio system. The cameras need to be placed with-

in 300 feet of the SlingStudio hub. 

The HDMI-enabled DSLRs and video cameras connect via SlingStudio's CameraLink wireless adapter (which is sold sepa-

rately) or to SlingStudio's HDMI input port. Smartphones using iOS and Android operating systems don‟t need Camer-

aLink and can directly connect to SlingStudio wirelessly using the Capture app which is available for free download in the 

Apple App Store and Google Play. 

The apple iPad Console app (which is available for free download in the Apple App Store) is required to manage video pro-

duction with SlingStudio. It allows directors to monitor and create live-to-tape video from up to four (out of a maximum of 

10 connected) input sources simultaneously, and drag and drop video into a composition window. Here directors can cre-

ate dynamic video compositions like picture-in-picture, split and quad views; edit in popular transitions like cut, dissolve 

and wipe; add text overlays and lower thirds; and mix audio. All of this can be done in real time as live video is streamed to 

platforms like Facebook Live or YouTube, and simultaneously recorded to a USB hard drive, USB SSD or SD card for post-

production. External audio sources, audio mixers and output monitors can also connect to SlingStudio for advanced pro-

duction needs. 

The individual recordings from each camera feed, plus the live-switched video and audio line-in, are saved in a single stor-

age location, eliminating the need to wrangle and import multiple storage drives from each camera. With just a couple 

clicks of the mouse, the entire project file can then be easily imported into editing applications like Adobe® Premiere® 

Pro CC and others. 

The SlingStudio integration for Adobe Premiere Pro further simplifies and speeds up post-production. Adobe Premiere Pro 

users who download the SlingStudio extension can import all recordings into a project timeline with all clips and editing 

decisions preserved and aligned. This includes the video from each source camera, as well as the live-switched program 

and quad-view feeds. 

Cost: The SlingStudio starts at $999 US dollars and will be available in May 2017. 

The CameraLink which plugs into the HDMI port of cameras for wireless connection costs $349 US dollars. Its battery 

lasts upto two hours. Each additional battery costs 

CameraLink for $349: CameraLink plugs into the HDMI port available on most DSLR and video cameras to create a 

wireless connection up to 300 feet from the SlingStudio hub. Its internal battery provides up to two hours of power. 

The SlingStudio Battery costs $149 US dollars and lasts upto three hours. 

The USB-C Expander costs $49 US dollars and supports wired Gigabit Ethernet connectivity for live broadcasting, and 

connects to USB 3.0 hard drives or SSDs for recording content.  
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Technical Specifications:  

1. Portable and compact: 1.43 lbs, (H) 7.87" x (W) 5.59" x (D) 3.54", tripod mountable.  

2. Wireless: 5 Ghz 802.11ac, 4x4 MIMO, specially tuned video -grade Hotspot to connect to different video 

sources; dual-band 2.4 Ghz and 5 Ghz 802.11ac client mode to connect to Internet for live streaming.  

3. 1080p HD multi-camera recorder: Up to six simultaneous recordings. Includes four video inputs, live -

switched program and quad-view of input, plus a separate audio line -in input recording. 

4. Multi-camera live monitor and switcher: Monitor up to four video sources and switch between 10 differ-

ent video sources using the Console app for iPad.  

5. Professional grade video: High-definition resolutions up to 1080p60 at 30Mbps (using H.264 encoding) 

with the ability to effortlessly synchronize audio and video.  

6. Live broadcasting: Simultaneous recording and live broadcasting of program output. Max bit rate for 

live streaming is 8 Mbps (input source bit rates up to 30 Mbps). Supported platforms currently include 

Facebook Live and YouTube. Support for other content -sharing websites is coming soon. 

Ports: USB-C, HDMI video input, HDMI video output, audio line -in. 

Storage: Storage via SD or USB-C drives. Optional USB-C Expander available to connect USB 3.0 drives. 

Availability: SlingStudio starts at $999 and will be available in May. 
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COUNTRY NOTEBOOK: M.Krishnan: 'Almost human in their unpredictable variability'   

The Sunday Statesman: 28-February-1965 (shared by Shri. Saktipada Panigrahi)   

LEOPARD  

" Recent correspondence in The Statesman on the character of the Leopard (particularly the Black  

Leopard) reminds one the remarkable variability of the animal was recognised long ago, over 40 years ago, when it was de-

cided that that the Leopard and the Panther were, after all, one and the same species. 

 

It is worth quoting Dunbar Brander on the point. In his book he says, " Blanford writes of the Indian Leopard as follows: 

'the size of the animal, the number, form and the closeness of the spots, and the length of the tail, are extremely variable 

characters'. Truer words were never written, and owing to this variability from time to time attempts have been made to 

establish two distinct species, and one fairly recent author even went so far as to state that there was as many as three. 

The statement naturally led to the question being reopened, and as soon as the matter was critically examined it was 

found that the theory did not rest on any solid foundation. Investigation merely to refute error seldom increase 

knowledge, but in this case the results have been useful, and the differentiation between the Leopard and the Panther has 

probably been now buried for some time to come." 

In this atypically cautious last sentence, Dunbar Brander was prophetic. Some 10 years ago, the late Col R.W.Burton (who 

knew our wild life as well as anyone) thought that there was a case for a small leopard, as distinct from the Commoner and 

the larger Panther, in a certain area. I discussed this question with him at some length and told him of the very large and 

quite small adult Leopards I had known in the Deccan, giving him much details of length, weight and colouration as I had. 

 

The truth is that the Leopard is the most versatile and polymorphic of our wild animals, and that its variability is not lim-

ited to its size, coat and 

markings, but is there even 

in its temperament and be-

haviour. To generalise on 

such an animal from 

knowledge of a few speci-

mens is not safe. 

 

The Black Leopard is only a 

melanistic form of the spe-

cies and not a different vari-

ety -- "black" and "spotted" 

cubs may be born to the 

same mother at the same 

time. The idea that Black 

Natural History  - 

http://www.indiawilds.com/forums/member.php?u=1836
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Leopards are smaller and more lithe than those with a tawny ground colour and are especially untrustworthy and fierce has 

been there for a long time; this opinion may be found in the shikar and the animal literature of the first three decades of this 

century, and it does seem to be a fact that Black Leopards are only to be found in dense, semi-evergreen forests. I cannot say 

anything about the animal from personal knowledge, never having known a wild leopard, but may detail two relevant as-

pects of its reputation. 

 

First the smaller relative size of the Black Leopard is probably based on an optical phenomenon, the fact that anything very 

dark looks smaller than it is in fact. You may prove the effectiveness of this optical illusion by cutting two identical rectan-

gles out of black and white card and pasting them, spaced some distance apart, on a natural grey ground -- the black rectan-

gle will seem definitely smaller and, in proportion to its height, longer -- or, to put it the other way round, shorter and 

"slimmer" in proportion to its length. If you are a painstaking man, you may go further and cut out and paint the two identi-

cal paste-ups to the shape and colour of a normal and black leopard. I did this once, to convince a shikari friend of the truth 

of my argument, and he felt convinced. Fuller recognition of its truth was impossible -- that man was, without exception, the 

most bigoted man I have ever known. References to large Black Leopards in recent faunal literature also substantiate my 

view. But of course it could be that the Black Leopard, living in dense forests, does not attain the same body size as normal 

leopards. Secondly, anything black has a powerful psychological effect on the human mind -- you have only to think of Mon-

day to realise the truth of this. I may add that I know zoo men who said that the Black Leopards they knew were no more 

difficult to manage, and no more prone to mean violence, than the normal ones. A Black Leopard, of course, isn't really all 

black. The ground colour and markings of Leopards, like everything else about them vary considerably -- years ago a draw-

ing I made (from death) of an old leopard with a very pale grey, fuzzy coat and Jaguar-like double rosettes was published in 

this column. Some Leopards a tawny in their ground colour, some darker (a golden burnt sienna) and some even darker (a 

medium shade of burnt umber); in the darkest of Leopards the ground colour is so deep that the spots do not show up ex-

cept in direct sunlight, and the animal seems all-black. Incidentally ( and this is a point not detailed by others, so far as I 

know, though it is fairly obvious) the amount of white on the chin, throat, belly, inside of the tail, decreases directly in pro-

portion to the darkness of the ground colour, and in a Black Leopard there is no white at all. 

 

Black or spotted Leopards, when provoked or excited, are much more prone to charge home than the far more powerful 

Tiger. This has been cited as proof of Leopard's courage, but I wonder if it is not better evidence of quick temper, or its lia-

bility to lose its head. In saying this, I must make it clear that only some Leopards, at times, behave like this. An animal 

whose courage can never be doubted, the Wild Boar, will take an honourable line of retreat offered, but I have known a 

Leopard refuse to do so, and persist in aggression. 

 

The truth is you never can tell with Leopards -- they are almost human in their unpredictable variability!" 

 

- M. Krishnan 

 

This was published on 28 February 1965 in The Sunday Statesman  
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Wildlife Photography -  

 

 

Himalayan Tahr by Prashobh Ailyam Nair  

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Hog Deer from Manas by Debasis Bose  
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Wildlife Photography -  
 

Leopard in Kabini by Jitendra Katre  
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Cheetal Fawns by Shyamala Kumar 
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Golden Langur from Manas by Debasis Bose  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

 

 

Lammergeier or Bearded Vulture by Prashobh Ailyam Nair  
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Common hawk Cuckoo by Samrat Sarkar 

           

 

 
 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Black-faced-Laughingthrush by Sandipan Ghosh 
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 Grey Heron by Raj Dhage 

  

  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
Rufous-breasted Accentor by Abhishek Jamalabad  

 

Wildlife Photography - 



99 

     IndiaWilds - Newsletter Vol. 9 Issue IV                                                                            www.indiawilds.com    

Peacock by Abhirup Dutta Gupta  

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Crested Serpent Eagle by Jerin Dinesh 
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Common Grass Yellow by Arun Acharjee  

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Trying to blend in by Prajwal Ullal  
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Time flies. 2009 looks like yesterday. We first started producing the IndiaWilds Monthly Newsletter in 

January of 2009. This is the 100th issue. We have been writing on wildlife preservation and environmen-

tal issues to not only raise awareness about current issues but also included natural history, wildlife book 

reviews, as well as camera, sound and film equipment discussions for photographers, sound recordists 

and filmmakers so that anyone trying to learn and document about our amazing natural history can do so 

easily. Our magazine has grown in size and at the same time unfortunately our environment and wildlife 

is facing its biggest challenge.  

Conservation challenges are so big now that one feels outnumbered and has a massive prayer in the lips for reinforcements. 

Our generation has largely failed in protecting India‟s amazing bio-diversity. We only hope that in this continuing battle, we 

can raise awareness and convert more people to the cause, so that conservationists can fight a good battle. 

I look forward to your inputs and support in raising awareness and preserving the last tracts of wilderness and wildlife left 

in our beautiful country.  

Regards, 

Sabyasachi Patra 

Profile: http://www.indiawilds.com/about.htm 
Contact: http://www.indiawilds.com/contact%20us.htm 
Facebook: http://www.facebook.com/pages/IndiaWilds/132629240481 
Diary: http://www.indiawilds.com/diary/ 
Equipment reviews: http://www.indiawilds.com/diary/category/equipment/ 
Forums: http://www.indiawilds.com/forums/index.php 
Channel: http://www.youtube.com/indiawilds 
 

Editor & Publisher's address: - Plot No. 1, Akarpuri Colony,  
     Near Vaithal Temple, Old Town,  
     Bhbuaneshwar, 751002 

     Odisha 
     Mobile - +919910900446      

http://www.indiawilds.com/about.htm
http://www.indiawilds.com/contact%20us.htm
http://www.facebook.com/pages/IndiaWilds/132629240481
http://www.indiawilds.com/diary/
http://www.indiawilds.com/diary/category/equipment/
http://www.indiawilds.com/forums/index.php
http://www.youtube.com/indiawilds

